COME CLEAN – ONE VILLAGE AT A TIME
WURTSBORO, NEW YORK
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Question
Answer


Why Should We Eliminate Plastic Bags?
Plastic shopping bags take between 500 and 1000 years to biodegrade.  They are filling our landfills, littering our landscape, and harming wildlife.  As a result of these concerns, they seem to be disappearing from the stores at an increasing pace. Many stores – from large franchises to small markets - are already moving to alternative bags…and getting publicity when they do it.


OK – but why Wurtsboro?
Wurtsboro can be a leader in this arena, and at the same time attract favorable publicity – a whole village decides to do the right thing!

Improve visibility of our Village

Reduce our Landfill footprint

Improve the image of our Village – clean up the streets

Energize our community

Support a community focused educational program


Who is behind this project?
The Basha Kill Area Assoc, the Wurtsboro Board of Trade, and the Wurtsboro Renaissance.


When would this start?
5 JULY 2008!!!


What will this cost me?
NOTHING – In fact, you get free publicity and you eliminate the recurring business expense of plastic bags!  If anything, you should be saving money and increasing business.


If not plastic bags, then what?
Encourage use of re-usable shopping bags 

Project will provide 1 re-usable bag per household in the Village.

Add’l bags will be sold at/near cost in Village shops (~$1)

Offer brown paper bags to those who don’t have/buy reusable. 


Would Customers pay for paper bags?
This is solely up to shopkeepers.  Several alternatives:

No cost to customer

Discount for each reusable bag provided by the customer

Nominal charge to customer per bag


Is the project paying for paper bags.
No, however, the WBOT will consider a bulk buy as a service to members if there is sufficient interest.


Who is paying for the bags?
BKAA has already begun discussions with several potential sponsors, who seem very excited about the project.  We would NOT ask shopkeepers to foot the bill.


Why are you buying polypropylene bags?  Aren’t they plastic?
The key is that they are reusable, affordable and washable.  They are made from recycled disposable bags.  They are not perfect, but they are a HUGE step in the right direction.  Cotton bags are desirable, but more expensive than we can afford.


Are these bags made in the USA?
Unfortunately, no.  We SCOURED the internet searching for a US made product.  We found nothing in the price range that we could afford at this time.  If such a source becomes available, we could always switch sources. 


Can I make my own bag?
Yes, if you like.  Our goal is to provide low-cost bags so that everyone can afford them.  However, if you’d like to create a bag on your own, we encourage use of the project logo on one side of the bag.


What do I do with my stock of plastic bags?
If possible, we’d like you to try to return them to either the seller or franchise headquarters.  If not, we will arrange for direct re-cycling.  You’ll have several months lead time to use up your stock.


What kinds of PR do you envision?
We envision a media blitz!

Newspapers – local, state, and national 

Radio – local, state, national (i.e, NPR)

TV – local, regional

Local advertising supplements

Website

Politicians – Mamakating, SC, NYS Gov’t, and approp US Congressmen and Senators


What if I don’t want to participate?
You don’t have to…but the more who do, the better it is for our publicity!  This is essentially free advertising – why not be part of the team?


My business is a franchise, I’m supposed to use the company logo bags – I’m reluctant to participate.
Experience shows that you will actually be viewed as a leader by your corporate management by participating.  In fact many corporations have responded by producing their own re-usable bags.  We would be happy to provide someone to help you coordinate with your leadership so that you don’t have to spend your own time.  Just ask! 


How do I deal with the public?
First – be enthusiastic…there is nothing more appealing than being in a place where people are happy.

We will provide information cards that you can give customers.

We will provide education for your staff on how to deal with customers, as we come closer to the event.


Who gets the profits?
Really, this is a not-for-profit project.  Any proceeds will be held in a project-specific account and will be used by the project team for future expenses for this project.


Will there be any follow-up?
Yes, we will gather feedback and report to our sponsors after the 1st day, the 1st week, the 1st month, and then as needed thereafter.


I’ve heard about an educational component.  What is it?
We have begun work with the Emma Chase School to create a multi-faceted educational program to coincide with this project.  We hope to have classroom lecture, hands-on activities, adventure elements, and data collection elements.


What organizations are/ will be involved?
BKAA, WBOT & W. Renaissance will take the lead.  However, we solicit and encourage all community organizations to join the team!!


There’s a lot of work to be done…can we do it?
YES!  We already have a Strategic Plan an Operational Plan, we’ve met with potential sponsors, we’ve created a project tag line, we have a project logo based on the WBOT logo, we’ve written grant applications, we’ve researched and priced bags, we know the leadtime to purchase bags, and we have a GO DATE OF JUL 5, 2008!!!

