PROJECT OVERVIEW
OBJECTIVE:  This project, under the collective banner of the Wurtsboro Board of Trade, Wurtsboro Renaissance, and Basha Kill Area Association, is working to eliminate plastic shopping bags from the Village of Wurtsboro.  This project has a three-pronged purpose:  Business Development, Reducing Our Footprint in the County Landfill, and Educating Students on creative ways to integrate the concerns of both businesses and environmentalists.

We have purchased 10,000 re-usable shopping bags, developed and implemented an education program about landfill impacts of these bags, and have successfully created a media campaign to highlight our village and the project.

The basis of this endeavor is that we can foresee the inevitable elimination of plastic shopping bags in the US, so why not leverage the situation to the advantage of our Village, taking credit as the first community in NY to do this.  The goals of our project are:

Reduce the waste footprint of the Village.

Reduce the amount of curbside trash visible in the village,

Provide positive publicity for the village and our shopkeepers,

Create a positive, multi-faceted community activity,

Reduce our input of non-diodegrading plastic into the County Landfill,

Develop and integrate an educational program as a corollary.

BUDGET:  We planned (and succeeded) in making this project “no cost” to our village shopkeepers.  We applied for, and received, organizational and corporate grants and gifts which paid for our entire effort.  We distributed bags through both sales and gifting.

