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Dear BKAA,

experience it was for us.

7/23/2015

The gentleman (Gary Keeton) who gave the tour was so
knowledgeable and informative that it felt like stepping back
into history when he described what it was like when the
canal was prospering. He also told us about the wildlife
and the trees and plants.

Please keep up the good fight until we can save this
precious resource. I do believe I have recruited a few new
members here on Long Island, but will continue my
recruitment efforts, as feeble as they may be. With the fall
hawk season approaching I will continue my efforts at
recruitment at the Fire Island Hawk watch and other
venues.

Thank you so much for providing such wonderful programs
for people. I love walking and hiking and just being
outdoors. The Basha Kill is a new area for me to explore;
it really is beautiful.

Regards,
Bob Kurtz

Carol Mabee

Friends,

Dear BKAA,

6/21/2015

Best wishes for your on-going campaign to save the Ridge
and Valleys of the Bashakill area.

I wanted to thank you for those 3 years of DEC Camp you
and the BKAA gave me. I would never have known of the
wonderful Camp Pack Forest , where I just received
Naturalist of the Week, without you. It’s a place I truly feel
at home in.

Lin Fagan, Treasurer
John Burroughs Natural History Society

8/24/2015

Dear Members of the Basha Kill Area Association,

Sincerely,
Truth (Muller)

We cannot express how grateful we are that you awarded
our son Jordan a scholarship to DEC Pack Forest Camp.
He attended a week long session in July and came away
with such great stories of new friendships and thrilling
adventures. It was all he (we’d) hoped for and more.

(President’s Note: This year, Truth funded his way to Pack
Forest).

Basha Kill Association

Autumn 2015

6/13/15

My friend and I went on the guided tour of the D&H Canal
today. Just wanted to let you know what a wonderful

The opportunity to meet and speak with current employees
MAILBAG continued on page 4

CONTACT THE BKAA

Paula Medley 845-754-0743, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. email: info@thebashakill.org website: www.thebashakill.org

CONTACT THE DEC

Forest Rangers: Logan Quinn 845-240-6792 (cell) Alexander Virkler 845-905-6000 (cell)
Conservation Officer: Michael Bello 845-665-5489
If Mr. Bello is not available, call 24-hour Law Enforcement Dispatch 1-877-457-5680
The Guardian is published quarterly by the Basha Kill Area Association Inc., PO Box 1121, Wurtsboro, NY 12790.
President: Paula Medley • Vice-President: Anita Altman • Treasurer: Monique Lipton
Corresponding Secretary / Membership: Marcia Briggs Wallace • Recording Secretary: Christine Saward
Board Members: Linda Lou Bartle • Jackie Broder • Fred Harding • Bill Lucas • Susan O’Neill
Publicity & E-mail Coordinator: Susan O’Neill • Alerts Coordinator: Hattie Grifo
Water Testing & Facebook Coordinator: Linda Lou Bartle
Nature Watch Co-Leaders: Maryallison Farley, Kevin Keller & Cathy Liljequist
Guardian Editor: Paula Medley
Mission Statement: Since our founding in 1972, our mission has been to protect the
Basha Kill Wetlands and surrounding area from ecological degradation,
to promote education and respect for the environment in general, and to preserve the beauty of the area.

We welcome new members who are interested in protecting the environment. Dues are $10 per person per year.
BKAA is a not-for-profit corporation and donations are deductible to the extent allowed by law.
website: www.thebashakill.org • e-mail: info@thebashakill.org
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Autumn 2015 New Members & Donors

Autumn 2015

autumn 2015 new Members
Fern M. Ashworth — John M. Brown — Daniel H. Burrows — Sarah Campbell — Nancy DeVaux — Kathy Dodd
Teresa & Aaron Ferguson — Jeanne E. Fox — Daniel K. Hart — Barbara Hughes — Caroline Lyons — Tracy Mahony
Patricia McMahon — Donald McMillin — Gregory Metakes — Alice B. & Dr. Carlito V. Morilla — Virginia O’Connell
Victoria, James & Timothy Paulding — Angela & Gabrielle Platt — JoAnne M. & Edwin Rivera — Julius Rubinfeld
Louise Ryan — Hassan Sadaghiani, MD — Joanne Schmitt — Dawn Skees — Gloria Taylor — Deborah Tracy-Kral
Linda Vrydaghs — Cheryl Welsch — D. Mason Whitley III
autumn 2015 donors
donation in Memory of Judith M. leire, a ceramacist and lover of nature
Frances Higgins

all other autumn 2015 donors
Judith C. Adams — Anita Altman & Gil Kulick — Robert K. Anderberg — Susan & Robert T. Armistead
Fern M. Ashworth — Paula Lazov-Baldinger & Scott J. Baldinger — John J. Baranowski — Lynn Barber
LindaLou & Michael Bartle — Paul Beinkafner — Gregory R. Belcamino — Catherine M. Bergowitz
Patricia & Martin Bernstein — Marilyn & Roger Betters — Barbara H. & Peter Blakey
Pamela, Eric & Galen W. Booth — Alicemarie Borash — Toby L. Boritz — Arlene D. Borko — Patricia Bowens
Susan London & William M. Bradl — Jeffrey Broder — Wendy E. Brown — Lynn E. Burman — Daniel H. Burrows
Justina & Mark Burton — John Buying — Angela M. Callahan — Robert D. Campbell — Sadell & Irwin Cantor
Yvonne Y. Caradec — Lynn Darby Carlin — Billie Mae & David Case — Virginia & Dr. Anthony Castrogiovanni
Stephen P. Chang & Susan Opotow — Barbara S. & Colby P. Coates — Phyllis Coelho — Donna & David B. Colavito
Jerre W. Coleman, Jr. — Peter Comstock, The Homestead School — James P. Corcoran
Robert J. Schneider & Laura A. Coruzzi — John S. Costa — Mary R. & James A. Craig — Jen & Eric Crane
Marissa Crawford — Alice M. Cross — Janet A. Rosenthal Davis — Catherine M. & Bradley J. Dawkins
Wayne A. Decker — Leticia & Charles Demicoli — Paul Deninno — Helen M. & Raymond E. de Prado
Dorothy Deutsch — Carolyn M. Diercksmeier — Paul G. DiMaggio — Patricia Distefano — Mary A. Donnelly
Gay Donofrio — Kim E. & James B. Dunmire — Linda Dunn — Nancy E. & Edward A. Duvinski
Sylva Zamchyn & Thomas Dwyer — Karen R. & Bruce A. Ellsweig — Nancy English — Joan W. Everett
Scott Fairbanks — Patricia K., Lyndsay & Reese Fairchild — Maryallison Farley — Cathy Farris
Frederic & Betty Glassman Feibusch — Teresa & Aaron Ferguson — John T. Foufas — Jeanne E. Fox
Judy & Allan Frank — Jakob Franke — Mary Collier & Valerie M. Freer — Marc B. Fried — Paul B. Gamer
Barbara Schmitz Garriel — Kevin F. Garvey — June O. Goldberg — Lawrence H. Goodrich, Jr. — Margaret Gorton
Scott F. Graber — Kirsten Gabrielsen & William Graziano — Susan & Lorrence Green — Joan S. Grogan
Edward Van Buren & John H. Haas — Thomas R. Hansen — Cindy B. Coker & Fred R. Harding, Jr.
Sarah Campbell & Wendy E. Harris — Elinor R. & Andrew Hart — Joanna Hartell — Daniel E. Hayes
Jo Ann S. Hegarty — Catherine & Barry Heil — KerryLynn Huber — Muriel Patterson Huttenbach
Michael Toledo & Gregory L. Jenkins — John Burroughs Natural History Society — Jane & Clifford F. Johnson
Alva N. Jones — Phyllis R. Jones — Jennifer, Kathryn, Lisa K. & Robert G. Justus
Mary A. Zagami & Joseph P. Kadet — Jennifer & Steven P. Kessler — Laurence Kleinman — Robert A. Klenk
Rhonda A. Knopp — Stanley J. Kocot — Morris Kornbluth — Richard Kraus — Alan W. Kravath — Lynwa Kreimann
Vera Kunstler-Beny — Jacek Kura — Robert J. Kurtz — Deborah J. Stoltz & John L. Kurzejewski
Erika & Kathleen M. LaBuda — Keith P. LaBudde — Mary Paige Lang-Clouse — Marlena Lange
Barbara Langseder — Beth & David Langseder — Linda & Richard Langseder — Meghan & Steven Langseder
Grace M. & Jerome J. Lanuti — Louisa & Carl Lanzano — Beverly Tanya Laurer — Mary A. LeBeau
Gene A. Le Febvre — Beth & Sheldon Leidner — Chris Leser — Janet L. Campbell & William Leuszler
Louann Lewis — Shaibal S. Mitra & Patricia Jean Lindsay — Monique Lipton — Veronica Lobmeyer
Carol S. & William O. Lucas — Charlotte R. & Florian J. Lukowski — Antoinette & Glenn Macpherson
Rev. Peter J. Madori — Tracy Mahoney — Sharon Hartnett & Robert J. Majcher — Alvin Mann
Carole Marantz — Nancy S. & John T. Masterson — MaryAnn & F. Laun Maurer — Elizabeth McAllister
Douglas F. McBride — Carl McCarthy — Constance I. McDermott — Diane B. & Peter M. McDermott
Cynthia McGlynn — Kelly McGowan — Ruth E. McKeon — Elizabeth McKnight — Mary & Stephen McLaughlin
Paula & Michael Medley — Walter Mehr — Suzanne K. Meier — Gregory Metakes
DONORS continued on page 4
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DONORS continued from page 3
John M. Brown & Matthew Migliaccio — Thaddeus Miklewicz — John Miller — Judy Monaco — Margaret T. Moore
Maura M., Truth, & Robert G. Muller — Cherie L. Munday — Trudy M. Neilson — Alfonse & Carol Niedermeyer
Linda A. Nye — Virginia O’Connell — Beverly Paige — Denege E. Patterson — Eileen A. Phelan — Ellen Pilipski
Deanna J. Prisco — Victoria Puig — Mary Ann Pumilia — Maureen H. Radl — Lawrence P. Ravdin — Roy Reese
Philip S. Rhodes — Blaise J. Richardson — Joanne M. & Edwin Rivera — Eileen Rogers
Kimberly E. & Robert F. Rogers — Irwin Rosenthal — Lee Rosenthal — Marc Alan Rosner — Joseph Rossiter
Colleen T. Roth — Sayada & Alan Rothchild — Louise Rozos — Barbara I. & Mark L. Rubin
Gail E. Vachon & M. Jon Rubin — Renee House & Richard S. Ruch — Lois D. & Ernest H. Ruckert
Louise Ryan — Nicholas M. Salomone, Jr. — Sharon S. Saracino — Terry R. Saturno — Christine M. Saward
Patricia A. Sayad — Scott & Erica Dingman Scheinblum — Elizabeth Schettkoe
Jean M. & Arthur J. Schmidlein — Deborah & James Russell Scott — Kathryn E. Scullion
Jane A. & Kenneth E. Shaw — Lara R. Sheikh — Carole A. & Charles H. Shields — Sharon Richman & Alex Shiffer
Pamela A. Shimer — Robert Shulman — Ruth Shursky — Judith & Dr. Richard Silverman — Dawn Skees
Ruth A. Diem & Jeffrey C. Slade — Grace J. Smith — Hilda Sobel — Nancy & Dennis Solow — Louis P. Spataro
Malcom B. Spector — Robert L. Speziale — Susan Spiller — Mark E. Spina — Carol Stahle
Julianne & Douglas R. Stainton — Maureen Stanfield — Mort J. Starobin — Wendy & Brad Stechman
Sandra A. & John A. Stenglein — Arno Jakobson & Jane Sterrett — Matthew Stinchcomb — Diana J. Stindt
Donna & James Stout — Patricia Stout — William Streeter — Thomas Sullivan — Carmen Sylvester
Dorothy D. Szefc — Helen P. Tannenbaum — Anne Prather & Burton Thelander — Teresa M. & Thomas P. Tyler
Marsha L. Tyrrell — John Vannata — Margaret J. Velasquez — Arlene Venizelos — Diana & John Waclawski
David G. Wagner — Christina Wallace — Leonard R. Wallace — Marcia Briggs Wallace
Joy Victory & Brendan M. Walsh — Cecilia Walsh — Diane L. Wanser — Dorothy L Calvani & Dava L. Weinstein
Eugene Weinstein — John Conrad Weiser — Beverly B. Weissinger — Barbara J. Johnson & Frederick Weissman
Evelyn A. Wells — Nancy Wertsch — Charles F. West — Robert L. Wexler — D. Mason Whitley III — M. T. Wieboldt
Mona M. Wilson — Phyllis K. Wise — Kathryn K. Woodside — Pamela Zaitchick — Hugh N. Zimmerman
Marcia & Randy Zimmerman — Judi L. Zollweg

2015 BKAA Calendar of Events

MAILBAG continued from page 2

of the DEC and discuss career options was very much of
interest to Jordan, as he seriously begins to consider his
life’s work.

All activities free and open to the public!

Saturday, September 26, 10am
Canoe/Kayak the Basha Kill
with Scott Graber and Mike Medley
Join naturalists Scott and Mike for a late season venture
on this first day of autumn. Bring your own vessel. Meet
at the South Road Boat Launch. Call Mike at (845)7540743 to register and for more details.

When we picked him up in Warrensburg, of course we had
lots of questions about his 6 day session. The campers
are not permitted to bring any electronic devices, and do
not call home during their stay, so we had lots of catching
up to do! Half the ride home was filled with stories of the
great staff he’d had, the kayaking, canoeing, fishing,
hiking….and mostly the laughs he’d shared with new
friends.

Sunday, October 11, 9:30am
hike the Shawangunk Ridge with Mike Medley
Moderately difficult hike, lasting 4-5 hours. Wear
comfortable sturdy shoes and bring water and lunch. Meet
at the D&H Canal Kiosk at the Pat Moore Memorial Picnic
Grove on Sullivan Street in Wurtsboro. Must register by
calling Mike at (845)754-0743.

Saturday, October 17, 9:00am
hike the Minisink trail at huckleberry State Forest in
the town of greenville with Mike Medley
Join Mike on a beautiful 5 mile loop hike on the
Shawangunk Ridge. Wear comfortable sturdy shoes and
bring water and lunch. Carpool or travel in a caravan led
by Mike.
Meet at South Road fishing platform
(Westbrookville end) at 9:00am. Absolutely must register
for this trip by calling Mike at (845)754-0743.

Once again, thank you for allowing our son this opportunity
to experience this wonderful program.
We can’t
recommend it enough to other families. He’s already
making plans with his fellow campers to return next year.
Best wishes to all and we hope you enjoy the rest of the
summer.
Sincerely,
Dan and Holly Meyerhoff

Dear BKAA,

8/30/2015

The Columbia Hill Neighborhood Alliance appreciates your
support in spreading the word of our environmental
concerns.

4

Thank you for being part of our What the Hill Fund Raiser.
Donna Nestler, CHNA
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Fall Fundraiser for the BKAA Returns to the Bashakill Vineyards
with Live Birds of Prey Program
Back again after a one year break and better than ever!
The BKAA’s Nature Watch Program and Paul Deninno,
owner of the Bashakill Vineyards, are hosting a fundraiser
for the BKAA on Sunday, September 27th from 4:00 to 6:00
pm. The fundraiser offers you an opportunity to visit Paul’s
outstanding facility (at 1131 South Road, Wurtsboro, NY
across from the main boat launch at the Bashakill Wildlife
Management Area - http://bashakillvineyards.com) and to
support his business at the same time that you support the
BKAA.

the Bashakill Vineyards’ award winning wines,
accompanied by light hors d’oeuvres, prepared by Nature
Watch Volunteer, Eileen Lake. Please feel free to bring your
own picnic to enjoy with the beverages offered by the
Vineyards (Paul now has two of his own beers available).

A special fundraising raffle will also be offered. Local
craftsman, Elwood Ennis, has generously donated a
beautiful glass fiber reinforced concrete plaque (12 ½
inches by 17 ½ inches) with a carving of a great blue heron.
Perfect as a garden ornament or to hang in a special spot
in your house. You can buy $5 raffle tickets at the event
(see page 7).

This year’s highlight - a special program with Bill Streeter
of the Delaware Valley Raptor Center presenting live birds
of prey at 5:00 pm, while he also shares lots of information
about the birds. Don’t miss this great program!

For more information and to RSVP, contact Maryallison at
845-888-0261. See you on September 27th!

For $15 per person, you will have an opportunity to taste
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A Bottle of Wine . . . and Wilderness Is Paradise
By Susan O’Neill

behind a pair of doors so beautiful that on a recent visit I
overheard two children pretending it was the entrance to a
pirate’s hideout. Live music on Saturdays and Sundays
completes the bliss.

We ought to do good to others as simply as a horse runs,
or a bee makes honey,
or a vine bears grapes season after season without
thinking of the grapes it has borne.

Using Paul’s high standards to handcraft his product, his
Bashakill Vineyards has just about reached capacity of
bottles produced per year. But this high-energy man is not
yet done giving his customers a relaxing locavore
experience: he now has the first Farm Brewing License in
Sullivan County.

Marcus Aurelius

One of the tenets of the BKAA is to support ecotourism as
a way of promoting healthy growth and development

of our area. Let’s look at the outstanding example of a local
business to see how an ecological approach bears fruit.

On a beautiful summer’s day, I met with Paul Deninno, the
founder of Bashakill Vineyards, who was escorted by
Walter, an Italian greyhound; Dario, a German shorthaired
pointer; and Teegan, who is either a very shaggy pony or
an Irish wolfhound.

Brewing with organically-grown New York grain and hops,
the Bashakill Vineyards produces beer with no waste. The
high-protein spent grain feeds his sheep, plus pigs and
chickens on local farms. A neighbor is planning to grow
hops for Paul and to start his own brewery as well. As we
already have a hard cider mill, we are on our way to
becoming a foodie destination.

Founded in 2005, the Bashakill Vineyards holds the first
Farm Winery License in Sullivan County. Although our local
climate is generally considered to be too cold to grow wine
grapes, Paul has found a way to work with Nature.
Extending from South Road — across from the boat launch
— and on up the Shawangunk Ridge, the grapes are grown
in an ideal microclimate created by the waters of the
wetland. Warm air rises from the Kill and protects the
grapevines from killing frosts in Spring and Fall. The vines,
hybrids of our sturdy, tenacious wild grapes, are varieties
developed by Cornell University, which institution Paul has
found to be an invaluable resource for his farm.

A lifelong attraction to our area led Paul to become a vintner
at the Basha Kill. Always an outdoorsman, he

has named his wines for local wildlife: Black Bear,
Dragonfly, White Tail, Osprey, Wood Duck, Hummingbird,
Bowfin and more. I asked Paul about the relationship
between the BKAA and the Bashakill Vineyards. Growing
up in Mahwah, NJ, he saw the pitfalls of over-development
and sees ecotourism as vital to our area’s smart growth.
Speaking of the BKAA, Paul said, “It’s important to have
people like the BKAA who watch out for the environment.
Water is our number one resource and the key to our
survival.”

Bashakill Vineyards works with Nature in many ways; so
much so, that it enables their operation to be 100% organic.
The trellis that supports the vines has been cut from native,
untreated black locust. Some readers who have attended
BKAA nature walks may have heard Gary Keeton’s story
about working with 100-year-old locust posts that were as
hard as iron and naturally rot-resistant. In addition to cold
hardiness, the vines are highly disease-resistant, negating
the need for fungicides and other chemicals. Weed control
is provided by the resident babydoll sheep, who are every
bit as cute as their name suggests. Putting both ends and
the middle of each sheep to good use, the vineyard uses
their fertilizer, and their wool is spun into yarn and knitted
into hats to be sold in the tasting room.

Perhaps the definition of being in one’s happy place is to
visit a business like this that works hard to produce a
delicious product in an ecological manner, all while creating
a stylish atmosphere in a visually stunning natural setting.
There are several attractive and comfortable seating areas,
a pond, a fountain, and a terrace with a spectacular view of
the Kill. A 40-foot-deep wine cave carved into the ridge sits

The Bashakill Vineyards hosts a fund raiser for the BKAA
on Sunday, September 27, from 4:00-6:00 p.m. But don’t
wait till then to visit this charming spot. They are open for
tastings and live music every weekend. I’ll meet you by the
pirate’s cave!

in MeMoRiaM:

daVid ginSBeRg
and JUdith M. leiRe

It is with profound sadness that the BKAA
announces the passing of valued members, David
Ginsberg and Judith M. Leire, whose long-time
support is gratefully acknowledged. We send
heartfelt condolences to Vivian Multari-Ginsberg,
Fran Higgins, their families, and friends.
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Fall Fundraiser for the BKAA Returns to the Bashakill Vineyards

hand crafted plaque by elwood
ennis donated for a raffle at the
BKaa Fundraiser on September
27.
View of the Kill from Bashakill
Vineyards (at left, top).

the wine cave at Bashakill
Vineyards is 40 feet deep (left).
Photos by Susan O’Neill

SEE ARTICLE
ON PAGE 5

Water Lilies

Birding for Beginners - see page 12
Photos © Roberta Rosenthal 2015

Wild Iris
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John Winkler Memorial Water Testing News
By Linda Lou Bartle

At the end of July, Paula Medley and I applied for
approximately $1,100 of funding from Sullivan County’s
Plans and Progress Program Grants. The purpose of these
grants is to assist local municipalities and not-for-profit
organizations throughout Sullivan County with capital
projects related to tourism, community and economic
development, image enhancement, and other county goals.
The County allocated $10,000 in possible grant money to
each of the County’s Nine Legislative Districts. Hopefully
they will fund this request for new testing equipment along
with supplies for the BKAA’s water testing program that help
us monitor the health of the wetland (President’s Note: The
BKAA received the grant. Yea! Thank You Sullivan County).

Resources to collect macroinvertebrates from our wadeable
streams. The NYSDEC will be conducting official tests
every five years in different parts of the state and this area
of the state will be collected in 2016. I felt this was very
important and wanted to be ready to test next year in the
Basha Kill area. I came home in the middle of my vacation
to get to my training. I submitted the locations I felt would
be the best and await our first macroinvertebrate testing
this September.

This testing gives us a better report card on how healthy
our Basha Kill is: Benthic macroinvertebrates tend to
remain in their original habitat, where fish would just swim
away when contaminated, Macroinvertebrates are affected
by local changes in water quality. Some are capable of
tolerating higher loads of pollution than others. Thus if the
pollution is severe, or is moderate but sustained over time,
the whole community structure may simplify in favor of
tolerant species. Although the abundance of certain species
may increase, the diversity, and the number of different
species in a given area decreases. By assessing indicator
species, diversity, and functional groups of the benthic
macroinvertebrate community, it is possible to determine
water quality.

Our Water testing equipment and chemicals do have to be
replenished, maintained and sometimes replaced. Our 4
meter cable was spent after 5 years of use and we have
chemicals that need to be applied by certain dates. I work
hard to be frugal but the chemicals have to be used once
opened. It has come to my attention that many other testing
groups do not test in the winter months. I have decided to
cut our winter test dates. This will keep our testing
volunteers safer and save us some money on chemicals.

A new program as of 2010, Water Assessments by
Volunteer Evaluators (WAVE) is a citizen-based water
quality assessment developed by the NYS Department of
Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC). The purpose of
WAVE is to enable citizen scientists to collect biological
data for assessment of water quality on wadeable streams
in NY State.

Long story short, I was corresponding with The Delaware
River Coalition Academy of Natural Sciences (ANS) at
Drexel University about data in the spring of 2015. It
seemed at every turn I was being asked if we had ever
collected any data by testing for macroinvertebrates. One
of the ANS contacts put me in touch with a professor in
Michigan who is friends with Alene Onion, the department
head of the New York State WAVE program. Alene shared
a wealth of information with me and I noticed the WAVE
Training Program. The story ends with me being trained to
collect biological data for assessment and my local contact
person Ben Ganon is 25 miles away. Wow!

WAVE citizen scientists collect benthic macroinvertebrates
from wadeable streams. To do so, participants submit
sampling locations for review and attend a four-hour
training session that provides hands-on experience with the
required collection methods. Sampling can be conducted
any time between July 1 and September 30. Participants
collect riffle-dwelling benthic macroinvertebrates and
preserve one or two sample specimens of each
macroinvertebrate type in a voucher collection. Both the
data sheets and voucher collection are then sent to the
WAVE coordinator. Samples are identified, verified and
interpreted by WAVE Professionals.

In August of this year I was officially trained by NYSDEC
WAVE training Coordinators, Ben Ganon of the Hudson
River National Estuarine Research Reserve and Nicole
Laible of the Rockland County Division on Environmental

I am looking forward to attending the 3rd Delaware River
Coalition Forum on October 5th and 6th in Newark,
Delaware. In addition to informative presentations,
interactive discussions, and visits to nearby sites that
highlight different conservation issues and approaches, this
year’s Forum will also include workshops for a more
practical and in-depth exploration of key topics.
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If you have any questions concerning our water testing
program, volunteering or getting a personal tour, please
contact me at my email address eyesrcitrine@gmail.com
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Herp Fans Enjoy a Basha Kill Outing

Visitors from Holland

On June 7th, an enthusiastic group of 35 mobbed
herpetologist Bill Cutler as he led them on the annual
Basha Kill Herp Walk of 2015, always a crowd(!) pleasing
event with BKAA members and members soon-to-be.
The humans may have turned out in record numbers for
the walk, but unfortunately the herps (reptiles and
amphibians) did not…Green frogs and pickerel frogs
called sporadically from the water line, but it was a
challenge to point out their subdued calls amid gasps of
excitement from the group. We did manage to see a
couple of green frogs – albeit one was already a flattened
casualty of Haven Road traffic. The temperature rose
steadily throughout the morning from the low 70’s, with low
humidity and very bright sun. Herps remained concealed
in the lush vegetation so glimpses for participants were
fleeting. Observant folks may have spotted a northern
water snake slip quietly into the water near the bridge, our
only live snake of the day. Even the relatively-abundant
water snakes remained elusive today.
A check for signs of nesting activity by snapping turtles
and painted turtles along the Stop Sign Parking Lot
revealed several recently-disturbed snapper nests.
Hungry predators like foxes, opossums and skunks derive
substantial caloric intake from eggs consumed at the
nesting turtles’ expense, but stable nesting populations of
relatively common turtle species are little affected by such
gluttony. Painted turtles had not deposited their eggs yet,
and both species typically nest about a week apart under
usual circumstances.
Ephemeral streams (fleeting water courses that typically
form during wet spring and fall conditions) near the parking
lot were bone dry for early June, rendering the discovery
of two redbacked salamanders (one was a lead-phase
color morph and the other namesake red!) under a flat
stone in a nearby dry streambed a welcome discovery.
Longtailed, dusky, two-lined and northern red salamanders, other denizens of the Basha Kill environment were
not found on today’s walk, a disappointment for all.
The group paused to examine a small road killed ribbon
snake, apparently flattened by traffic and mummified by
the dry conditions along the access road. Our young
participants would have been enthralled to find a live
ribbon snake – pencil thin and lightning fast but always
gentle in hand. This casualty reminds us of but one
unfortunate impact humans have on the environment.
Hopefully next year our fortunes - and those of wildlife
using the roadways to conduct their business – will
somehow improve.
As the group returned to their cars via the bridge on Haven
Road, a blue heron sailed overhead, carrying what
appeared to be a frog in its bill – at least the birds were
having some luck with herps today!

Every once in a while you have the chance to see the
world through someone else’s eyes. The first week of
June, I had just that opportunity. Scott Baldinger and I
were privileged to act as birding guides for a wonderful
couple from Holland who were visiting the United States
for a family wedding. They were avid birders and wanted
a destination that was close to New York City, but far
enough away to provide different habitats and birds.

By Bill Cutler

By John Haas

Scott guided them through nearby mountains and
grasslands, and I conducted them through the Bashakill
and Wolf Brook. While I certainly am aware of the
Bashakill’s beauty, nothing would have brought that more
to light than noting Julia and Eildert’s reactions as we
toured forest and wetlands. At almost every turn, either
Julia or Eildert would say, “this is remarkable” or “this trail
is one of the most beautiful I’ve ever seen.” I actually
stood back and said to myself, “this could be a photo in a
magazine “ or “it really is amazing.” They marveled at the
different sights and took photographs as we walked.

Then there were the birds. As you might guess, June is
the height of breeding season for almost all bird species
that make the Bashakill their home. Around every turn,
new birds appeared, capturing our visitors’ attention.
Warblers, Orioles, Tanagers, Thrushes, Vireos, and marsh
birds provided endless opportunities to experience our
local birdlife. We walked as many trails at the Bashakill
as was possible in one day and also spent great time in the
Neversink Gorge and Wolf Brook, where more amazing
birds were observed. We finally broke for dinner, only to
meet again before dark to try and view some of our night
birds. While Owls wouldn’t cooperate, both American
Bittern and Whip-poor-wills were nice additions to our
visitors’ now substantial lists.

Birds weren’t the only lifers encountered on the trip. We
also observed quite a few mammals, like Muskrats, Deer,
Raccoon, Ground Hogs, Squirrels, and Chipmunks. The
real exciting finds for Julia and Eildert, however, were
Beaver and Porcupine, two species they had never
previously seen. The Beaver at the Haven Road lodge put
on a nice show, but the most fun was watching a baby
porcupine that sat just five feet up in a tree, enabling all to
photograph freely.

9

Julia and Eildert ended their two day visit compiling a list
of over 100 species of birds along with lots of mammals,
but most of all they went home with memories of our
wonderful forests, mountains, marshes, and rivers! They
vow to return soon, to spend even more time in Sullivan
County.
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The Hub and BKAA Successfully Collaborate on a Nature Walk
Through Huckleberry State Forest
By Fred Harding - AKA the Average Fisherman

On June 7th, BKAA Outdoor Educator, Mike Medley, led a
nature walk co-organized by the BKAA and The Hub (the
Public Computer Center at the Port Jervis Free Library).
The walk covered approximately 5 miles of the Lenape
Ridge Trail in Huckleberry State Forest. It is anticipated
that these trails will be extended all the way from Port Jervis
to the Mohonk Preserve in the near future.

The group departed from the Minisink Avenue trail head in
Port Jervis and hiked along the northwest side of the ridge
enjoying many of the panoramic views from the rock
outcroppings. The valley farm lands and Port Jervis in the
distance with its bridge to Pennsylvania were visible and
the flag on Point Peter stood proudly on the top of the
mountain rising from the far side of the valley.

Along the way Mike pointed out several of the abundant
varieties of flora interspersed with the white and pink
blooms of Mountain Laurel. A section of dead trees that fell
to a fire of 10 years ago protruded slightly above the
plentiful new green growth. Standing out to this participant
was also the American chestnut. Although succumbing to
the chestnut blight over a century ago, Chestnut saplings
sprout from the roots of those original trees and grow to
about 20 feet before also losing to the blight. Each of these
accounts speaks to the remarkable sustainability of the
forest. It overcomes fire, it overcomes blight, and it survives
if it is not destroyed by our own hands and deeds.

Although the lively and interesting conversation of this and
other adventures of members of the group gave the forest
creatures plenty of time to scurry away and hide, evidence
of predators existence was provided by a squirrel’s tail and
various other clues. Bird calls were abundant, but we
lacked an accomplished birder to identify them other than
robins and orioles. In addition to large holes in distressed
trees, a black and white feather confirmed the likelihood of
pileated woodpeckers. Another large black feather came
from a turkey vulture (several of which flew overhead).
Crossing over the summit, yet another riveting landscape
unfolded before us. While taking in the beauty of the green
canopy below us, mother deer with new born fawns
scampered through an opening. Now continuing along the
southeasterly side of the ridge, we walked above Heinlein
Pond for some distance, while Mike Medley and Fred
Harding speculated about the likelihood of large fish in this
virtually undisturbed water.
As we crossed back over the summit to return to the trail
head, the conversation seemed to subside and the troupe
continued along in silence reflecting on the beauty and
peace of the forest, the silence interrupted only by a flock
of scolding crows serving as a reminder that the forest is
alive and it is our job to preserve this environment for the
walks of tomorrow by this and future generations.
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D&H Canal walk: a treasure trove of history, lore
By Jane Anderson

Participants in a recent D&H Canal walk spent a few hours
traversing the old towpath in Mamakating, but learned a
lifetime’s worth of history.

Interpretive naturalist Gary Keeton led about a dozen
nature lovers July 11 on a fascinating tour of the remnants
of the canal, which was a major transportation byway in the
1800s. Keeton is a fount of information on the canal and
just about every other aspect of the ecological history of the
area, and he eagerly passed the time with interesting
anecdotes.

The group began its trek in a sunny meadow off of Route
209, across from the Hometown Deli in Westbrookville.
Keeton’s trip back in time began in the near-present of the
Bashakill, in the mid-20th century. He explained how the
swamp, alternately drained and filled naturally due to
alluvial outwash, glacial debris and a couple of hurricanes,
provided ideal soil for Black Dirt farming.

The Bashakill is filled by the Pine Kill, which begins in
Yankee Lake. The Bashakill’s name came from Basha, the
queen of local Native Americans in the area, Keeton said.
Basha was the head “sachem,” or chief, and was known as
an accomplished healer in the 1650’s through the 1680’s,
he added. The topography of the area that she loved so
much, however, caused her death: five tributaries empty
into the kill, and could cause it to rise between six and
seven feet within two hours. Basha was stranded in the
rising waters, and drowned.

As the present-day tour made its way gratefully toward the
shady towpath, Keeton pointed out what appeared to be a
messy tangle of black fluff. Turns out, it wasn’t mere fluff;
rather, it was black bear fur, recently shed by a frequent
traveler on the trail, Keeton said.

D&H stands for Delaware and Hudson, the two rivers that
are linked by the canal, which carried anthracite coal from
Honesdale, Pa., to Kingston, N.Y. The first shovelful of dirt
was dug for the canal in 1825. The area features many
types of soil, and it so happened that the canal was dug
into sand and gravel. What happens when sand and gravel
meet water? Sure enough, the water drained away. Ever
resourceful, the canal owners sought the help of the many
local brickyards that relied on several clay beds. For quite
a bit of money, the brickyard owners agreed to sell the
rights to the clay beds. Lining the 108-mile-long canal with
clay to a depth of four inches required an immense amount
of clay – so much, in fact, that local brickyards soon
disappeared, because there was no more clay to be had.

Keeton pointed out that all 108 miles of the canal were
designed by civil engineers without the help of today’s

algorithms and computers; one 17-mile stretch, in fact, was
designed so carefully that there were no locks to adjust the
water levels. By 1842, boats got bigger and the canal
became more popular, so engineers built the towpath up
higher (about 30 feet above the Bashakill) and lined the
canal with stone. Those stone walls still exist along the
canal, especially at the bends in the canal. The canal was
wider at its curves, and canalers could use poles to shove
their boats away from the stone walls along those curves.

Just as at sea, there were navigational rules on the canal.
Northbound boats, on the port side of the canal, had the
right of way over southbound boats, Keeton said.
There was one constant, however, throughout the length of
the D&H: canal boats trumped wagon transportation by a
long run. One ton of coal could be carried at a time over
land. A canal boat could carry upwards of 155 tons, Keeton
said.

Don’t think that those boats sped up and down the canal.
Keeton said the average speed was two miles per hour,
tugged by mules. Why not horses? Well, if you’ve been a
little lax in draining standing water in your yard, you’ll know
why: water in the slow-moving canal was rather stagnant,
despite weirs that regularly drained it. Horses, driven by
thirst, would have drunk that water and dropped dead.
Mules, on the other hand, were too smart to want to drink
that nasty stuff, Keeton said.

That bad water proved the bane of existence for families
living along the canal route when it found its way into local
wells. One local family Bible notes that eight family
members died within three months from cholera, Keeton
said.

By the 1860s, it was more than bad water that caused bad
blood between canalers (or “canawlers”) and locals. Canal
work was tough, and workers were hard to come by. So the
shadier canalers began kidnapping local children and
forcing them to work, either driving the mules or aboard the
boats. Some were as young as 6 to 9 years old, Keeton
remarked. Strangely enough, adoptions in the area soared
in the spring, but the children’s luck soon ran out when they
were abandoned in the fall by the canalers who adopted
them. They were better off than others, though: Keeton
noted that a cemetery was recently discovered with 35
unmarked child-sized graves.

Not all canal boat owners were bad, since they provided a
direct route to Kingston for local farmers to sell their
produce. Oftentimes, the canalers would barter veggies
from the farmers in return for a bit of coal off the boat, small
enough not to be discovered by the boat owners. That
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Birding for Beginners by Scott Graber

The 2nd annual BKAA Birding for Beginners field trip took
place on May 31st. To better orient the group, I passed
out resource material with information on bird field guides,
suggestions on purchasing binoculars and much more. I
displayed some of today’s better bird field guides and
discussed pros and cons of each. 21st century technology
was also addressed as we chatted about various
smartphone birding apps.

Like last year, our group started the morning by
experiencing the vastness of the Bashakill from Haven
Road. Almost immediately, we were treated to a terrific
view of four Great Blue Herons flying overhead. We then
spent time watching several Red-winged Blackbirds darting
around the marsh. Emphasis was placed on the bird’s song
and the striking visual differences between the male and
female. As we walked back toward the parking lot, a few of
us caught a quick glimpse of a beautiful Cedar Waxwing. At
the same time, I detected the song of a Scarlet Tanager in
a nearby tree. But, to our dismay, the bird did not appear
and retreated back into the woodland.

Soon after, we drove across Haven Road and parked near
the old railroad bed trail on the west side of the Bashakill
(known to many as the “Stop Sign” trail). Our first treat was
a Yellow Warbler singing in a small maple tree. Just as
everyone was focusing his or her binoculars on this little
fellow, the morning light suddenly improved and the bird’s
lovely egg-yolk coloration was accentuated. A real delight
for our group!

Further down the trail, we watched a pair of Grey Catbirds
and a male American Redstart. An Ovenbird was heard
singing in the adjacent woods and soon made an
appearance along the trail for all to see. A male Baltimore
Oriole was also heard but remained somewhat obscured in
the overhead thick-leaved branches. A very vocal Tufted
Titmouse seemed to greet us as he pronounced his loud
“Peter-Peter-Peter” song from a trailside maple. Deeper
into the forest, an Eastern Wood-Pewee sang its distinctive
“pee-a-wee” song.

Our excellent morning eventually concluded at the South
Road boat launch. Here we experienced close-up views of
two species of swallows. A pair of Barn Swallows was
working over the edges of a small puddle gathering bits of
mud for probable nest improvement. Once they took flight,
I was able to point out their long forked tails – a very telling
field mark. In the opposite direction was a nesting pair of
Tree Swallows. These birds had utilized a small wooden
nest box that had been placed only a few yards into the
marsh. We marveled at their blue-green iridescent
plumage and contrasting white underside. An Eastern
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Kingbird proved to be our last bird of the day as one of our
group members perfectly described the white band at the
tip of its tail.

I’d like to thank the enthusiastic participants who helped
make this year’s Birding for
Beginners field trip a great success. This event allows me
to share my longtime passion for birds with nice folks who
are relatively new to birding or simply enjoy the birds
around their home but have yet to take the next step toward
species identification.

Please watch for next year’s BKAA program schedule as
Birding for Beginners promises to offer another great spring
morning of birds at the Bashakill.

d&h Canal Walk continued from page 11

thread of sneakiness ran through many people along the
route, Keeton said. Women of less-than-high morals would
stand atop bridges over the canal, lift their hoop skirts as
boats traveled underneath … and cause a lot of boat
wrecks.

Canal-side stores – which operated from 1828 to 1898 provided items that couldn’t be supplied by farmers, such
as fodder for the mules. On the path, Keeton pointed out
the stone remnants of a local store, which included a root
cellar. Metal detectors have found hundreds of two-cent
pieces at the site. The ruins are now enveloped by the thick
woods that carpet the canal path. It’s hard to believe, but
Keeton said the D&H land had no trees – that’s zero –
along its length. The comparatively recent trees now offer
homes for many species of animals.

On Keeton’s trek, he pointed out a birdhouse way up high
in the trees. It’s one of several nest boxes for wood ducks,
and Keeton shared their story: In the 1940s and ‘50s, wood
ducks were nearly extinct, prized by hunters for their bright
colors. Caring people succeeded in getting ducks to lay
eggs, but the hatchlings mostly died soon after they
hatched. Noticing that the ducks nested high in the trees,
those people watched as momma ducks appeared to
shove their babies out of the nest to what appeared to be
their certain death. But no, it was those ducks who
survived. One man tested a hypothesis, and when a
hatchling he cared for hatched, he marked its belly and
gently tossed it against a curtain in his home. That duckling
survived. Keeton said it’s surmised that the fall knocks their
respiratory systems into proper working order.
Keeton’s presentation wound down as the tour turned
around to make its way back to the starting point, but it
fueled the interest of many participants, who were full of
questions that Keeton happily spent time answering.
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Blue Moon Over the Basha Kill

I enjoy taking part in the activities at the Basha Kill and I
enjoy writing about them; so when Paula asked if I was
going to the Moonrise over the Basha Kill Event, I was
thrilled that she asked me to write about it. I was equally as
thrilled that this was not going to be like the previous articles
she had asked me to write, which involved meeting
everyone in a parking lot at 8 AM on some freezing October
morning. At least I didn’t think it was an early morning event,
but I decided to check anyway. Sometimes the Moon can
rise very early, and I am simply not a morning person.
Before agreeing, I verified with the Almanac, that we were
talking about an hour that had a PM after it. Being a veteran
of several of Bob Fiore’s “Star Walks”, I am very familiar
with the beauty of the heavens over the Basha Kill at night.
This tour, however, led by Gary Keeton, was primarily going
to involve things that we would see on the ground.

There were ten of us, and we met at the parking lot at 8:30
PM, just as dusk was painting its way across the Basha Kill
sky. Gary was an amazing guide. Although I had heard his
name many times, this was the first time I had ever met
him. His tour through the Basha Kill reminded me of the first
time that I had taken the guided tour through the Museum
of Natural History in NYC. I had been to the museum many
times in my life, but it wasn’t until I went with an expert guide
that I realized how much I had missed. The same was true
of this tour of the Basha Kill.

I’ve stopped lying about my age, so I can tell you that my
first memories of “The Kill” as we called it, were of my
father, my uncles, my cousins and occasionally my
grandfather and I all going fishing from the Haven Road
Bridge in the mid 1950s. While, as Gary explained to us,
the Kill has hundreds of species of fish; we all knew that
going to the Kill meant that you were going there to catch
the pickerel. For some reason they just seemed to be both
larger and more numerous at the Kill, than the ones that we
caught in Masten Lake.

We left the parking lot and headed out towards the bridge.
The setting sun was bouncing its final light off of the clouds,
creating the impression that fingers from the hand of God
were reaching down from the heavens into this beautiful
area to comfort it as it went to sleep.

Geographically, the Basha Kill is a wetland that has a
stream flowing through it. The stream starts near
Summitville and connects to the Neversink River. We were
told that the course of the stream had changed over the
years; and later we got to see a stretch of it that appears on
maps from the 1800s, but that is now dry. Most of the area
was historically used for farming, especially during the
heyday of the D&H Canal. Hurricanes periodically uprooted
trees and moved boulders to form natural dams that

by Lorry Green
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converted the farmland into a marsh; but these dams would
subsequently be removed. Gary told us of the two most
recent hurricanes in 1938, and 1955. I was not here for the
1938 hurricane, but as I told the group, I was here for the
one in 1955. Since I was not yet in kindergarten at the time,
while I certainly remember it, my memory is pretty sketchy.
I remember that we had torrential rains for several days,
and that geysers were sprouting from grassy areas all
around Masten Lake. I also remember that the lake’s
eastern shore line, along the low lying areas of Sarine
Road, pushed back at least 300 feet and actually crossed
over the road. While the dams were usually cleared, the
one formed by the 1955 hurricane was not, and this is what
was responsible for the current geography of the Basha Kill.

The Basha Kill was obviously named after “Basha”, but who
was Basha? Gary told us that before the European arrived,
the area was inhabited by the Lenape Indians. They were
hunter gatherers who augmented their diets with large scale
agriculture. This allowed them to support a large population
that had lived here in fixed settlements for thousands of
years. Basha, was a sachem, i.e. a leader; actually a
Lenape queen that had lived here hundreds of years ago.
After crossing the bridge, we took a left hand turn on to
what had once been the tracks of the Ontario and Western
(O&R) railroad. The O&R ran from Lake Ontario to New
York City, and ran along the Basha Kill. When the railroad
went bankrupt in 1957, the tracks were pulled up, and we
were left with a beautiful nature trail. By the time we had
made the turn onto the railroad bed, the sun had most
definitely set. Covered by the overhanging trees, the path
was so devoid of light that the darkness was palpable.
(Even in the darkness, though, the gazillions of mosquitos
that had also chosen to take the tour had no trouble finding
us.)

Gary stopped to show us a duck box that had been built for
Wood Ducks to use as a nest in which to lay eggs. Earlier
boxes had been built closer to the water, and they were not
successful. This was because when a box was closer to
the water, multiple ducks would come and lay eggs in it.
This resulted in many eggs being destroyed or going bad.
Another interesting thing about the Wood Duck is the way
that the hatchlings first start their lives. People trying to
grow them in incubators found that the hatchlings died soon
after birth. The reason was that the hatchlings required an
impact after birth. In Nature, the mother leaves the nest,
sometimes 75 feet up in the air, and sits on the ground and
waits. The hatchlings jump out of the nest, and fall to the
ground. It is this fall that actually gets them going, much like
a newborn human baby is slapped to encourage it to
breathe. The mother Wood Duck patiently waits on the
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ground keeping count until she knows that the last hatchling
has fallen out of the nest, and she then takes care of the
brood.
I think that one of the things that really amazed me was how
Gary was able to find the things he wanted us to see in the
almost total darkness. At one point he stopped the group
and told us to look to our right. Someone shined a light on
a place where apparently a pine cone had once fallen, and
several of the seeds had germinated. As they grew, they
merged into one conglomerate of a tree.
We continued down the railroad bed while Gary explained
that we were heading towards the area where Queen
Basha had actually lived. While we all continued to be
amazed at the history, I must tell you that one of the
thoughts that kept running through the back of my mind was
how many horror films I had seen in which a group of
intrepid hikers were in the dark woods, looking for some
sort of a dead spirit, as midnight was approaching. This
didn’t usually work out too well for the hikers. Happily
Queen Basha was content to leave us alone.
The next area that we approached was the Traveler’s
Spring. It turns out that in the past the people who farmed
the Basha Kill were having trouble with contaminated wells.
They were contaminated with Vibrio cholerae, the
microorganism that causes Cholera. Speaking in my
capacity as a published microbiologist I can tell you that this
sometimes happens when the septic systems are too close
to the drinking wells. Traveler’s Spring was not
contaminated and the farmers would come to it to get clean
water to drink.
We turned around at the Spring, and in what was an
obviously well planned piece of timing, we ended up back
on the causeway, just as the moon was breaking out of a
cloud bank and coming over the Shawangunk Ridge. It was
a Blue Moon, which contrary to its name, is not blue. It is the
name given to the second full moon that occurs in the same
month. It is a rare event; occurring only..…well I guess, only
once in a blue moon. It was breathtaking. The moonlight lit
up the entire area. I tried to take a picture, but I’m afraid
that my limited photographic talents didn’t do the sight
justice.
Many of us just stood in silent awe as we were being bathed
by a light that was so bright that you could almost read by
it. Then an interesting thing happened, the silence broke
and we all started talking. We talked about the excellent
tour that we had been on and we thanked Gary for being
our guide. We talked about the beauty of the Kill, and of the
rich history of the area that stretched back thousands of
years; a history that at least five generations of my family
have enjoyed, and that several generations of the other
hikers’ families had enjoyed as well. We talked about the
thousands of different species of plants and of animals that
can be found in the Kill (including, I found out, TWO, not
one, types of the pickerel that I had tried to catch as a kid).
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As we talked, the conversation started to drift towards one
in which we expressed our communal anger and frustration,
because we seem to be constantly fighting to protect the
Kill from people, that can look at this magical place; and not
appreciate its magnificence.
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Full Moon Paddle
By Scott Graber

The BKAA’s 4th annual “Full Moon Paddle” took place on
the evening of July 31. Weather conditions were perfect
as Mike Medley and I set out from the South Road Boat
Launch. A great group of folks in 21 kayaks followed along
through the Bashakill’s meandering main water channel.
Before darkness set in, an assortment of birds were seen.
Sightings included Great Blue Herons, Mallards, Wood
Ducks and a Bald Eagle. Several Little Brown Bats flew by
and both Northern Green Frogs and American Bullfrogs
could be heard throughout the marsh.
Tonight’s anticipated full moon was the second of the
month, thus classifying it as an authentic “blue moon”. And
unlike past years, the evening sky was nearly free of any
clouds! As we reached our southern-most point and began
our paddle back home, the rising moon began to show
itself over the Shawangunk Ridge to the east. The glowing
light from the full moon was staggering and more brilliant
than most of our group had anticipated! Paddling back to
the boat launch in what seemed like illuminated darkness
was a dreamlike experience.
Mike and I would like to thank all who joined us on that
remarkable July evening and hope you enjoyed the
moonlight as much as we did. We’ll be hosting another
paddling event on Saturday morning September 26th BKAA’s annual Early-Autumn Paddle. See you there.

BKAA Natural History Walk
by Jack Austin

June 20, 2015
Eleven enthusiastic nature lovers gathered at 8:30 am for
a 2 hour, leisurely walk along the old O&W Railroad bed
trail, from Haven Road north. This trail is also a part of the
Long Path and Shawangunk Ridge Trail systems. Led by
naturalist, Jack Austin, the group shared combined
knowledge on a variety of topics.
We enjoyed smelling sassafras roots and skunk cabbage,
observing where a skunk or raccoon had dug up and dined
on turtle eggs, hearing orioles, catbirds, veery and wood
thrushes and other birds along the way, seeing partridge
berry, lilies and other flowers in bloom, comparing poison
ivy and Virginia creeper up close, and noting blue berries
and raspberries growing.
Other plants enjoyed, included Indian pipes, equisetum,
ground pine and crows foot. The group climbed an
observation tower, giving them a lovely view overlooking
the Basha Kill. We had lots of fun asking questions and
learning how all these creatures interrelate in this unique,
wetland environment.
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2015 BKAA Campers

see page 16

natasha duran and counselor Mark

Jordan Meyerhoff and pickerel

danyle Morgan with his counselor, erik

Ryan Weiner
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Madeline Roche
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2015 BKAA Campers’ Stories

Autumn 2015

(President’s Note: In 2015 Danyle Morgan and Ryan Weiner attended Camp DeBruce in the Catskills, while Natasha
Duran, Jordan Meyerhoff, and Madeline Roche experienced Camp Pack Forest in the Southern Adirondacks. Wherever
they “landed,” they encountered adventures that enhanced their self-confidence and environmental awareness. Here are
their stories, photos on page 15).
along with singing that I was even more unprepared for. I
natasha duran
am not ashamed to admit that I welcomed this singing with
Surviving Counselors Not Bears
open arms but not when it came to lunch. Before each
“Things are not always as you’d expect them to be”
meal we had to sing and or play a game and when you are
I found this to be quite true on my adventure that was Camp being rationed food that ranks A-Okay in the satisfactory
Pack Forest. When I envisioned my time at camp I saw book the last thing you want to do is sing a song. Then
bright sun, lush green grass for miles, friendship bracelets came the forbidden ORT. ORT was anything left on you
made by the dozens, free time spent in screened-in plate that could not be placed into the compost pile. If your
porches reading my favorite novel and cozy cabins filled week had NORT, or No ORT, your camp week number was
with newly made lifelong friends. I imagined water-balloon written on a plate and was hung above the wall. You and
fights whilst also learning about the wonderful and terrible your fellow campers would forever be remembered among
about nature and everything else there is to know about the the wall of NORT legends. As cool as this sounded and as
world. For the less imaginative I basically thought my amazing as it would have been to achieve I am grateful my
experience was going to be that of Demi Lovato in the week did not because the first night involved me force
Disney movie Camp Rock starring the Jonas Brothers. feeding myself pudding that I did not love so as not to be the
Instead I found myself drenched in rain water, cold, tired, first to ruin the NORT streak obtained earlier in the day; but
hungry, sick and only slightly more enthused and I couldn’t do that for five more days.
enlightened about the world I was returning to.
Other than the crazy shenanigans that arose throughout
the
week, I also gained new knowledge as well as an
When I arrived at Camp Pack Forest it was pouring. It
would continue to do so for almost the entire remainder of enhanced appreciation for nature and friends without whom
my week. I walked into my less than drab cabin at which I it is safe to say I would not have survived the week. I
arrived at an empty mattress. The girl beside my bunk learned of plants, both native and non-native, and how
came guns-a-blazing, loaded to the brim, ready for war with invasive plants affect the habitats they invade as well as
bedsheets, blankets, pillows, a sleeping bag and hotel finally learning what poison ivy looks like. I learned of
mints to place on her pillow to top it off. The part about the insects and why they look the creepy ways they do, why
mints was a lie because no outside food or drinks were some can walk on water while others are deserted onto the
allowed at camp but I do not doubt that if they let us bring lands forever as well as how much of an amazing tool and
candy she would have brought mints. I, on the other hand symbol fire represents. I learned about hunting and how it
had brought only my single pillow and a blanket I fit in my can actually be used as a corrective tool that helps
pillowcase the thickness of a hair; one could say I did not environments and how to use a bow and arrow. I saw
get the “bring your own bedding” memo. The introduction nature from a different light or rather lack of light , this being
ceremony as I like to call it or meeting my fellow campers during the”night walk,” one of my favorite events at camp.
was quite strange. A simple hello would have done it for In this we literally walked a hiking trial at night and just
me but the camp’s idea consisted of interactive listened. Nobody spoke or used light and together we
singing/running for your life games which also somewhat listened to the silence. For the first time I heard sounds
incorporated the game dodgeball. Being that I am a shy that I would have otherwise ignored, scared away or feared.
person who does not like nor know how to talk about myself It was only at night, led on by moon and stars, relying solely
and am extremely not athletic, this was a horrifying on my faith in the dark and that which lurked in it, and not
experience for me but I soon learned how quickly my legs by my senses, that I was able to appreciate the wonder that
could move when I did not want to get caught. This intro to our earth creates when no one is paying attention. It was
Pack Forest life would set the precedent for the interesting a beautiful moment and I challenge everyone to do this at
least once in their lives.
week that would follow.
Aside from being the oldest person there, other than the
camp counselors, and having to deal with the shock that
arose from the faces of those who learned I was an
incoming senior, the week entailed playing games in the
rain that involved more running than I was prepared for

Camp Pack Forest was not at all what I expected it to be. I
got wet more than I wanted, dirtier than expected, and sang
more than I ever dreamed. But the fact that it was nothing
like what I expected was what made it so great. I was
forced to deal with everything that came my way with a new
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perspective and open arms only hoping for the best. I’m
grateful for having gone to Pack Forest because I learned
a little more about the world and myself. Pack Forest
allowed me to realize I want to do something that betters
the environment and changes people’s perspectives on its
importance. Camp was an opportunity to let loose and be
in touch with nature and being that phones weren’t allowed
I was better able to do so. I could no longer use my
electronic device as an escape from the reality I found
awkward, wanted not to participate in, or feared. I had to
actively be involved in every situation and I am better for it
because I gained more than I ever would have with my
nose in my phone. I am grateful having been allowed the
opportunity to attend Camp Pack Forest and I thank those
who helped get me there as well as those that experienced
it with me.

Jordan Meyerhoff

I just returned from a 6 day overnight camp at Pack Forest
in the Southern Adirondacks which is run by the New York
State DEC. The camp was located on 2500 acres of
woodlands, with an 85 acre lake. I was so fortunate to be
awarded a scholarship from the Basha Kill Area Association
and will always treasure the memories made with my new
friends.

For starters, each day was something new. This week was
Adventure Week, for kid ages 14 through 17. Whether it
was fishing, canoeing , shooting, hiking, archery, or
kayaking…there was never a dull moment. What I found
very interesting was having the opportunity to meet and
speak with active members of the DEC about their jobs and
career opportunities. The camp counselors, a majority of
whom are Environmental Science and Forestry college
students, were AMAZING and their enthusiasm really
helped make the camp.

One of my fondest memories was canoeing with my new
friends on an overnight excursion outside of camp. Our
group of 10 campers, along with some DEC staff, caught 93
fish (22 caught by yours truly). Being towed around by wild
bass in a canoe is surely something I’ll never forget. The
DEC staff prepared the fresh fish over an open campfire. I
can truly say this is the most delicious fish I’ve ever had.
Its memories like these that make me so thankful to the
Pack Forest Camp, but most importantly to the Basha Kill
Area Association for choosing me as a recipient of one of
their scholarships this summer. I’m looking forward to
keeping in touch with the friends I made and I’m so glad I
had this opportunity. I hope to return next summer as a
camper, and maybe even eventually as a counselor.

Thank You Basha Kill Area Association for making my
Summer.

danyle Morgan

When I first got to camp on Sunday, it was thunder
storming. On line while registering I made a friend with
another boy who was a first timer at camp too. His name
was Hunter and we got along so well, we even bunked at
the same cabin together.

I also made a lot of friends and went swimming at Mongaup
Pond. While at the lake we first had to take a swimming
test and I passed, then we had to grab a buddy to go
swimming with.

We went on a hiking adventure and I slipped in the water
while trying to catch a salamander to check out and got my
sneakers totally soaked.

They had pretty good food to eat and just being with other
kids was fun and hilarious.

At night in the cabins we had a great time. We laughed and
joked about everything. Some kids were passing gas and
we cracked up. Jimmy the counselor was telling a story on
how he and Mitch, another counselor, were out in the water
in the South and Mitch got bit by an alligator and Jimmy
had to stab the alligator.

During the day at our cabin time we played basketball and
other games or stayed in the cabin and rested.

Our one counselor Erik, would make a sound that cracked
us all up and he did it all the time we were at camp. We
also played a lot of games and sang a lot of songs at the
campfire.
I was a little homesick on Tuesday but then got distracted
by others and it all passed.

We did a skit about the counselors and were making fun of
the counselors but they could not make fun of us. That was
funny! The kids on the skit were Andrew, Justin, me,
Hunter, Nate, David and David Keith.

All of the counselors were really nice and we had a good
time. I did not get in any trouble and the counselors want
me to come back again. I liked them all and they liked me.
The last thing we did was have the closing ceremonies and
the ring of fire, where we all got in a circle and gave each
other a high five while running around to get our certificates
and we had a sing-a-long about camp. Then we got to go
home. It was the best week ever!!!!!
Thank you Basha Kill Area Association for picking my essay
and sending me on a great weeks’ vacation to camp.
(Camp DeBruce)

Madeline Roche

I really enjoyed spending a week at the DEC Camp. Thank
you so much for sponsoring me. I might not have been able
to go if I wasn’t. I got to learn so much about the

17

BKaa Campers continued on page 18

BKAA GUARDIAN

Autumn 2015

Columbia Hill Neighborhood Alliance holds “What the Hill” Festival
in Hurleyville by CHNA Co-Director Roger Betters
On Sunday, August 23rd the Columbia Hill Neighborhood
Alliance (CHNA) had their first “What the Hill” Friend Raiser
Festival at the Hurleyville Fire House Field. With 30 plus
exhibitors and vendors on hand there was plenty to do and
see for the hundreds of people that attended.

Displays by CHNA members drew attention to our concerns
about various detrimental aspects of two proposed linked
developments, Gan Eden (528 units) & Kelli Woods (160
units), in the Town of Thompson. Issues such as the
integrity of local homeowners’ wells and some Town of
Fallsburg municipal water supplies, excessive storm water
runoff, discharge of hundreds of thousands of gallons of
treated water from a planned Waste Water Treatment Plant
(WWTP) into the Hurleyville wetlands and a dramatic
increase in traffic volume and accidents were illustrated and
explained to the public by group members. There were also
displays on local wildlife and macro invertebrates that
proved interesting to young and old.

The participation of Paula and Mike Medley representing
the BKAA was invaluable in helping our group gain
credibility as a community-based group advocating the
protection of our local environment and resources against
overdevelopment. As BKAA is the gold standard by which
many similar local groups aspire to measure themselves
against, their presence and input enhanced the validity of
our concerns. Also present was SPECS (Special Protection
of the Environment for the County of Sullivan) educating
the public about the threat posed to our water supply by the
overuse of pesticides and herbicides.

It was a kid friendly day with bounce houses, face painting,
stilt walkers, coloring and button making of wildlife subjects
and delectable treats such as cotton candy, snow cones,
popcorn, pizza from Frankie and Johnnie’s Restaurant and
baked goods from Aunt Nenee’s of Hurleyville. The crowd
was entertained all day by great live music performed by
Little Sparrow, Debbie Fisher Palmarini, the Hurleyville
Ukulele Orchestra, Lion Zen, Eric B. Gordon, Darren Steele
Group and Al Defino with Larry Radvin.

Local politicians attending were Town of Thompson
Supervisor Bill Rieber and Council Members Scott Mace,
Richard Sush and Peter Briggs as well as Town of Fallsburg
Supervisor Steve Vegliante. Scott Mace addressed the
crowd about the importance of community involvement in
the review and approval process of proposed
developments. We have the right and responsibility to
participate and have a voice in matters that come before
Town government that may negatively affect our lives.

Environmental consultant/attorney Jennifer Grossman’s
closing remarks about one of our upcoming initiatives,

starting the process of establishing one or more Critical
Environmental Areas in Sullivan County, were well
received. Sullivan County has lagged behind many other
counties in the state in pursuing this legislative means of
identifying areas of land to set up parameters and criteria
of permissible development on. Other initiatives we’re
considering include researching a database on private
water and WWTP systems in the County, doing a traffic
study for the Columbia Hill-Hurleyville area and retaining a
water expert (hydrogeologist) if necessary.

CHNA started as an ad hoc neighborhood group in the
spring of 2012 when we were first alerted to these proposed
projects by Toby Boritz of the Rock Hill Neighborhood
Coalition. We learned to our dismay that site plans had
been submitted 5 years earlier calling for 885 units on the
former Columbia Hotel property perched on a 1600 foot red
shale hill above Hurleyville as well as a linked septic system
from an additional 80 duplexes on Anawana Lake Rd. Also
unbeknownst to any locals was that two zoning changes
were made at the developer’s request allowing for this
much denser number of units. We held two public meetings
then and wrote editorial letters as well as advocating for the
enactment of a local law in Thompson that, with the help of
Councilman Richard Sush, led to the November, 2012
revision of a problematic formula for calculating multifamily
density. Prior to the Town of Thompson’s revision of the
multiple dwelling ordinance, the developer had withdrawn
and didn’t appear back before the Planning Board until Dec
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environment. I left the camp with knowledge on how to
keep the Earth clean and ways to prevent any more
damage. I also had so much fun there. We played games
that also taught lessons about animals and the
environment. The campers and counselors were very kind
and showed a great appreciation for our world and ways to
try to improve it. The toughest part was saying goodbye to
all the great people I met there. Thank you again for
sponsoring me. (Camp Pack Forest)

Ryan Weiner

At DEC Camp: I loved it from the things we did every day
to the overnights. I think my favorite part of camp had to be
getting to take the Bowhunters Safety Course. I would like
to thank you for sending me. I had a great time and I am
going to come back next year.
Thank You,

Ryan Weiner (Camp DeBruce)

18

BKAA GUARDIAN

Summer 2015

Do You Know a Boy or Girl from 11-17 Years of Age Who Would Like to
Attend an Environmental Camp for One Week Next Summer?
The Basha Kill Area Association (BKAA) is sponsoring two children for one week each at a
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation Camp during the summer of 2016.
Camp choices include:
Camp Colby (Saranac Lake)
Camp DeBruce (Livingston Manor)
Camp Rushford (Caneadea)
Pack Forest (Warrensburg)

BKAA will pay $300.00 of the total camper’s fee ($350.00) for each child selected.
Primary requirements are that campers be
between 11 and 17 years old and be interested in the outdoors.
Priority will be given to first-time applicants.

types of Camper experiences
Campers 11-13 years old
Teen Ecology Camp 14-17 years old

to apply:

Please have the interested child send us a letter with the following information:
1. Why you are interested in the environment.
2. Your name and names of your parents or guardians.
3. Your address and phone number.
4. The grade you are in and which school you attend.

Send your letter to:

Paula Medley, BKAA President, P.O. Box 1211, Wurtsboro, NY 12790
or email: info@thebashakill.org

We must receive your application by January 15, 2016.

WHO WE ARE:
The BKAA, formed in 1972, has some 800 members who are dedicated to
preserving the wonderful 3,000-plus acres of the BashaKill Wildlife Management Area
and surrounding areas in the Town of Mamakating, New York.
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BKAA In the Community

Paula Medley

10/22/14 - BKAA represented at Sustainability Fair at SUNY
Sullivan.
11/5/14 - BKAA engaged in a job shadowing program
sponsored by S.S. Seward Institute.
11/8/14 - BKAA managed an informational table at SUNY
Orange “Waterways and Wildlife” Art Show.
11/17/14 - BKAA reps participated in a workshop on
“Developing Sustainability Strategies for Commercial
Development Along Main Streets.”
12/4/14 - BKAA reps attend Sullivan County Visitor’s
Association (SCVA) Annual Meeting and Holiday Party.
12/19/14 - BKAA rep met with DEC Region 3 Director,
Martin Brand.
1/8/15 - BKAA rep addressed Orange County Land Trust
Board regarding assuming a Conservation Easement for
the 7 Peaks Trail.
1/10/15 - BKAA rep offered a cross-country skiing and
snowshoe workshop at Chester Public Library.
1/14/15 - BKAA represented at a State Environmental
Quality Review Act (SEQR) workshop.
1/17/15 - Michael Medley conducted a cross-country skiing
outing.
1/31/15 - BKAA sponsored Ravensbeard Wildlife Center’s
“Live Bird Show” during Wurtsboro’s Winterfest.
2/15/15 - Michael led participants on the Valentine’s crosscountry skiing trip.
3/4/15 - (a) BKAA rep joined in the Sullivan County Non Profit Summit at Bethel Woods.
- (b) BKAA attended a Mamakating informational session
on the D&H Canal and proposed Visitor’s Center.
3/21/15 - (a) BKAA oversaw an informational table at the
Sullivan County Sportsmen and Recreation Expo.
- (b) John Haas guided birders on his “Early Spring
Waterfowl Migration” excursion.
3/25/15 - (a) BKAA reps attended an informational meeting
on Mamakating’s proposed zoning amendments.
- (b) BKAA rep spoke at a public hearing on Dragon
Springs’ revised site plan, held before Town of Deerpark;s
Planning Board.
3/26/15 - BKAA rep at Trail Forum in Town of Deerpark,
focusing on Western Orange County tracts.
4/11/15 (a) BKAA co-sponsored a Basha Kill hike with The
Hub of Port Jervis Free Library.
- (b) Bob Fiore escorted star gazers on his “Star Walk.”
4/14, 5/12, 6/15, 7/14, 8/11 - BKAA rep attended Sullivan
County Trail Committee meetings.
4/15/15 - 34th Annual Basha Kill Cleanup.

Autumn 2015

4/22/15 - BKAA reps presided over an informational table at
SUNY Sullivan Earth Day Celebration.
4/25/15 - BKAA furnished wetlands and organizational
materials at Sullivan Renaissance’s “Spring Forum.”
4/28/15 - BKAA invited to a special presentation on
Mamakating’s proposed amendments held before Sullivan
County planners.
5/2/15 - John Haas conducted his “Spring Bird Migration
Walk.”
5/7/15 - (a) BKAA reps welcomed Monticello High School
students to the Basha Kill via guided walks and access to
spotting scopes.
- (b) BKAA reps engaged in SCVA Annual Literature
Exchange at SUNY Sullivan.
5/10/15 - BKAA participated in the 5th Annual Tulip Festival
and Mothers Day Celebration at Honors Haven in Ellenville.
5/17/15 - Michael led a group up Gobbler’s Knob.
5/20/15 - (a) BKAA reps guided Mid-Hudson Retired
Teachers’ group on a Basha Kill hike.
- (b) BKAA facilitated Leadership Sullivan Class of 2015’s
“Basha Kill Day” through on site presentations.
5/31/15 - Scott Graber educated “Birding for Beginners”
attendees.
6/2/, 6/16/15 - BKAA reps testified at public hearings on
Mamakating’s proposed zoning amendments.
6/6/2015 - BKAA furnished informational materials at the
8th Annual Earth and Water Festival at Thomas Bull Park in
Orange County.
6/7/15 - (a) The BKAA and HUB co-sponsored a trek to
Huckleberry Ridge.
- (b) Bill Cutler led his “Happy for Herps” outing.
6/13/15 - Gary Keeton conducted his first D&H Canal
outing.
6/20/15 - Jack Austin guided his “Natural History” walk.
6/30/15 - BKAA reps attended a Mamakating Town Board
workshop on the proposed zoning amendments.
7/11/15 - (a) Gary Keeton reprised his D& H Canal sojourn.
- (b) BKAA “manned” an informational booth at Wurtsboro’s
Founder’s Day.
7/15/15 - BKAA reps addressed The Sullivan County
Professional Women’s Association.
7/27/15 - BKAA rep toured the Basha Kill with Epoch Times
writer.
7/31/15 - Scott and Michael guided paddlers on their
“Moonlight Canoe/Kayak” adventure.
8/1/15 - Gary Keeton conducted his “Moonlight Walk.”
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of 2014 requesting permission to drill 3 new test wells
which was granted despite our protest that there was no
active site plan application on file. One well was drilled by
mid –January which is what precipitated our group’s
revitalization. We started meeting regularly in that month
and ever since culminating in another public meeting in
June followed by the event on August 23rd.

By Jane Johnson

The following account relates to Preserving Nature’s
Treasures: Cerro Blanco, a Protected Forest, by Jane
Johnson, which appeared in the Summer 2014 BKAA
Guardian.

Cerro Blanco is a rare, deciduous tropical forest with a high
number of endemic species. Although few in number, the
Great Green Macaw (Ara ambiguus guayaquilensis) is the
conservation symbol of the forest and of the nearby city of
Guayaquil. There are five captive macaws in an aviary,
bred as part of a program to rehabilitate and release
macaws into the local population.

Kudos go to our incredible Events Committee (Ada Cole,
MaryAnn Geary-Halchak, Steve Gordon and Sheila Haber,
Bonnie Makofsky and Les Witheral, Kevin Mc Daniel,
Donna Nestler, Dennis and Evelyn Raymond, and
Kathleen Sullivan) for their superb job in organizing and
staging the event. A big shout-out of thanks goes to Perry
Gips/Partymaster for his generous participation in
supplying the bounce houses, a stage and sound
equipment, cotton candy/popcorn/snow cone machines
and much more. Without him there would have been a
much different day. Many thanks also go to Albee
Bockman/MobilMedic, the Hurleyville Fire Dept, the Center
for Discovery, ShopRite, Snow H Productions, Sullivan
County Historical Society, and Woodstone Development.
Appreciative thanks is especially due to the many
volunteers who helped make the day go so smoothly, too
numerous to list here but they should be proud of their
good work.

On July 14, we received a message from our friend Eric
Horstman, director of the forest:

“We have great news. Six! Count them, six! Great Green
Macaws came to visit the macaws in the aviary. This came
after the sad news that one of the caged macaws had died.
It had fought with another the day before and was possibly
weakened by parasites, according to the vet who
examined it. The wild birds came and alighted in trees
around the aviary and the birds came to the wire mesh and
called back!“

This was an extraordinary event, since there have been
no sightings of wild macaws in Cerro Blanco in recent
years.

Our slogan, as seen on our ubiquitous blue roadside signs
around Hurleyville, “What the Hill is going on?” was coined
by member Vic McCarthy’s son, Todd. Our mantra however
is asking for “responsible, sustainable development to an
appropriate scale” pertaining not only to the greater
Columbia Hill neighborhood but to Sullivan County in
general. The beautiful landscape painting used for our
postcards and brochures is by artist Jay Brooks. Photos of
the event as well as an original song performance, “What
the hill is going on?” by Eric. B. Gordon will be found on our
website, columbiahill.org.

The wild macaws returned the next week, again arriving
around 6:30 a.m. and staying for two hours, constantly
vocalizing with the macaws in the aviary.

Eric recently returned from Mauritius and a 7-week training
in techniques in recovering endangered species from the
brink of extinction. Environmentalist Carl Jones, head of
the training, shared his experience in bringing back
species, including the Mauritius Kestrel, the Echo
Parakeet, and the Pink Pigeon. In the case of the Echo
Parakeet, Jones used these techniques to increase the
population from 10 birds to 580 over 20 years. Eric plans
to use Jones’s techniques in Cerro Blanco.

For more information about or group and activities, visit our
website or email Roger Betters, rbetters@hvc.rr.com; or
Donna Nestler, dnestler@hvc.rr.com, (845) 800-5402.

Through the dedication and effort of the staff, Eric is
optimistic about the recovery of the Great Green Macaw.
He writes, “I hope and pray the day will come when wild
macaws grace the forest of Cerro Blanco with their sheer
force of presence.”

Photo by Murray Cooper
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By Dylan Broder

women who hold positions of
My name is Dylan Broder, I
SPotlight on BKaa YoUth
power at companies like
am a sophomore at Monticello
President’s Note: Dylan (15) and Rachael (16) Broder are BKAA
High School, and I have been members and Nature Watch volunteers. They also participate CNN. We also visited artist
involved with the BKAA since in the Annual Clean-Up, and Rachael has written several Linda Stein’s studio where we
elementary school. This Guardian articles. We proudly salute their recent achievements. learned about her ideas on
the continuum between
summer, I had the honor of
attending the Girls’ Leadership Worldwide (GLW) program. masculinity and femininity, oppression, and bullying through
This is a nine-day program for young women going into tenth her sculptures and tapestries. On the second day in the City
and eleventh grades designed to teach leadership skills we visited the US Mission where we met Peggy Kerry,
through the ways of Eleanor Roosevelt. I spent nine days with Secretary of State, John Kerry’s sister. We heard from several
forty-one other girls from around the world participating in women who work at the US Missions and learned about their
various workshops, taking field trips, and forming a sisterhood jobs and the role the US Mission holds. Then, to everyone’s
surprise, including the staff’s, Peggy Kerry led us all across
with like-minded and supportive mentors and peers.
I would be lying if I said I had been excited for GLW. My sister the street to the United Nations. After going through security,
participated in the program in 2013 and had an amazing we were ushered into a conference room where we were
experience, but I just did not think it was for me. I was nervous informed that Ambassador Samantha Power was coming to
the whole first day, but once I started to talk to some of the speak to us. When she arrived she told us that she just came
other girls and learned that they were just as nervous as me, from a call with Syria, and was excited to talk to us. She told
I became more and more comfortable and started enjoying us about what responsibilities she holds in her job and about
issues she is currently working to resolve, such as the conflict
myself.
between the US and Iran. She then told us that there are not
Our days were jammed pack with interactive workshops, field a lot of women in her field and that she hopes someday soon
trips, self-care sessions, meetings and dinners with women the Security Council will be filled with women like us. We were
leaders, and other new and exciting experiences. Some next invited to see the Security Council, where we finished our
workshops were meant to build confidence and to push us out UN experience. It was such a surreal experience for all of us,
of our comfort zones, like “Self-Expression and Social Change” but our day was not yet over. Immediately after this, we broke
with Alix Olson. Alix Olson writes spoken word poetry, which into small groups and left for visits to different career sites. My
she performs on international tours. In this workshop we were career site was CNN. Laura Dolan guided us around CNN
forced out of our comfort zones by writing several poems about where we witnessed a live show and the hard work the behind
our beliefs guided by Alix. Many of the girls performed their the scenes crew does. They work on countless computers to
poems to the group, including me. Since this workshop was make the show look the way it does at home. We then walked
only on day two, we were not entirely comfortable sharing such through a sea of researchers to a makeup studio then to a set
personal things about ourselves, but each poem was met with that was not being used. They let us sit in the anchor’s chair
genuine applause and encouragement. Other workshops took and take pictures. After this we went to a control room where
a more serious path such as “Diversity” with Michele Luc and there was a wall of monitors and rows of computers. This room
“Human Rights and the Arts for Social Change” with Marissa was where the director of a show could see all that was going
Gutiérrez-Vicario. During workshops like these, I was able to on during a taping and choose which camera or special effect
learn about topics that I was not knowledgeable about. We he wanted at the time. We went to a few other rooms and
also had several workshops that taught us about networking, asked questions about Ms. Dolan’s job at CNN and then left.
public speaking and presenting ourselves in business We were all star struck and knew that that experience was a
situations. One of these workshops was called “Savvy once in a lifetime opportunity.
Socializing” with Nancy Harvin. This workshop targeted
specific areas that are tricky but essential in a business setting, Girls’ Leadership Worldwide was more than just a learning
such as entering and leaving conversations, how to initiate and experience, it was a once in a lifetime opportunity that allowed
build a respected relationship, and how to network effectively. forty-two young women, eager to change the world, meet other
women who make a difference and wanted us to make a
Throughout the program, we went on several field trips. We difference too. It was also a bonding experience. Meeting
visited the FDR Center where we got a tour of FDR’s mansion these young women who had the same goals as me was
and visited the rose garden where Eleanor, Franklin and their inspiring, to say the least. I was able to realize that I was not
two dogs are buried. We also spent two days in New York City. alone, there was a whole group of women just like me, that
On our first day in the City, I had the pleasure of having dinner spanned the globe, who just want their voice to be heard, and
at the Cosmopolitan Club where I got to use my new to change the world.
networking skills on women leaders. I was able to talk to
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My Experience at Georgetown University Medical Institute
By Rachael Broder

My name is Rachael Broder, I am 16 years old, and I am
going to be a senior at Monticello High School. I live in
Wurtsboro and have been a member of the Basha Kill Area
Association for as long as I can remember. Recently, I had
the opportunity to attend the Medical Institute at
Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. I want to
become a trauma surgeon, so for the past few summers I
have been searching for programs that will help get me
closer to achieving my career goals. I wanted to find a
program for this summer that was very hands on, and the
Medical Institute at Georgetown was the perfect program.
I came across this program after Georgetown University
emailed me inviting me to apply. I applied and a few hours
after I submitted my application, I was accepted.

The program ran from July 12 to July 19 and consisted of
lectures, field trips, and labs. All lectures and labs were held
at Georgetown Medical School. The program started out
with a lecture given by the Dean of Georgetown Medical
School on the field of medicine as a whole. Other lectures
were conducted on radiologic imaging, patient interviewing,
pre-hospital emergency medicine, medical ethics,
neuroscience, crisis management, and a question and
answer panel given by one pre-med student, two medical
students, and three physicians. We also did a few case
studies with the Assistant Academic Director of the program
who is a second-year medical student at Georgetown.
Some of my favorite lectures were pre-hospital emergency
medicine, which inspired me to become involved in a local
EMS when I returned home, and the crisis management
lecture, which was given by a man who worked in crisis
management after 9/11, the anthrax attacks, and the H1N1
flu outbreak. Following the crisis management lecture, we
broke up into small groups and went through a simulation
that tested our crisis management skills. The scenario was
about a possible Ebola outbreak at Georgetown University.
After each group presented their solutions, we were told
that as a whole, our program did better in this simulation
then a lot of graduate school students.

We took field trips to the Smithsonian Museum of Natural
History, the Koshland Science Museum, the National Mall,
the National Museum of Health and Medicine, the National
Zoo, and the University of Maryland Shock Trauma Center
in Baltimore, Maryland. Visiting the Shock Trauma Center
was one of the best experiences of my life and it helped me
realize that trauma surgery is for me. We were able to tour
the Trauma Resuscitative Unit while it was in operation.
Patients that had experienced severe trauma were being
treated right in front of us. I felt a mixture of fear, curiosity,
and excitement that made me realize that this is the type of
medicine I wanted to go in to. Soon after we arrived in the

unit, we were quickly guided out as they were preparing to
receive a Level 2 trauma patient who had been stabbed in
the chest. Needless to say we were all a little freaked out
after that experience and barely anyone spoke for the rest
of the tour. After we left the unit, we visited the Multi-trauma
Unit, the Helipad, and the hyperbaric medicine floor where
we got to see the largest hyperbaric chamber in the country.

My absolute favorite part about this program was the labs.
The first lab was a rat dissection, which was very interesting
and a good segue into our next lab. The second lab was a
cadaver lab. I was very nervous for this lab but it ended up
being incredibly interesting. We were split up into small
groups and cycled through six stations. There were three
cadavers that had already been dissected by medical
students and then three stations that had cadaver parts. At
each station was a medical student who gave a small
lecture about their station and answered our questions. We
were free to touch (with gloved hands) anything we wanted
to. I held a heart, both lungs, and a brain. I also got to be
one of six people out of 150 to intubate a cadaver head. It
was absolutely amazing! The third lab took place at the
simulation lab. Again we were split into small groups and
cycled through a few different stations. In the first station
we learned how to take each other’s blood-glucose levels,
in the second we learned how to take each other’s blood
pressure, in the third we learned how to put on a surgical
gown and gloves, in the fourth we went into a simulation
with a simulation dummy that was controlled by a computer.
During the simulation we had to resuscitate the dummy
while dealing with actors who played distraught family
members. At the fifth station we learned how to draw blood
using dummy arms. I was able to draw blood from my
dummy on the first try! At the sixth, and final, station, we
learned how to listen for heart and lung sounds using a
stethoscope. The last lab we did was my absolute favorite
lab. It was a suturing lab. Each of us was given a chicken
leg that had lacerations in multiple places. We were then
taught four different sutures that we were to then practice
on our chicken leg. I absolutely loved suturing and I was
actually rather good at it. I could have sat there for hours
practicing the different techniques.

My experiences at Georgetown were some of the best I
have ever had. The program reaffirmed my passion for
medicine and made me even more excited about my future
as a surgeon. I met so many great people and got to listen
to so many influential medical leaders speak. I was
constantly surrounded by people who were just as
passionate about medicine as I am. I can honestly say that
I will never forget my time at the Georgetown University
Medical Institute.
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Sullivan County Trail Committee
By Alan J. Sorensen

Growing up on a farm in rural Otsego County, NY, I learned
early in life of the joy and benefits of having a nearby trail
system to hike and bike on a regular basis. My family’s farm
was situated next to State and county forestlands with
numerous timber trails and designated snow mobile trails. After
my chores on the farm were attended to, I was free to roam
these trails with my brothers and cousins and we took to the
trails every chance we could. Not only was hiking the trails fun,
it was also good exercise and good for the mind.

One of the things that attracted my wife Jane and I to Sullivan
County was its scenic beauty and the wide variety of hiking
trails it had to offer. During my tenure as the County’s Planning
Commissioner from 1997-2003, the Planning Division worked
closely with the County’s Department of Public Works (DPW) to
successfully secure funding for the Ontario & Western (O&W)
Rail Trail Visitor Center in Mountaindale and a new building at
the County’s Delaware & Hudson (D&H) Canal Linear Tow Path
trailhead on Bova Road in Mamakating. These improvements
were an important part of County-local efforts to make our trail
system more inviting to the general public. Since completed,
local volunteers have improved these trails even further.

In October of 2014, the County Legislature established a
County Trail Committee. Our Committee meets regularly on
the Second Tuesday of each month at 3:00 PM at the Sullivan
County Government Center in Monticello. All are welcome to
attend. County Trail Committee members include volunteers
from throughout the County, like representatives from BKAA,
with an interest in all forms of trail development (e.g. rail trail,
linear tow path, hiking, biking, equestrian, snowmobile and
ATV).

As the Chair of the County Trail Committee, it is my goal to see
the County nurture and expand its trail system into one of the
finest systems in the northeast. So why should the County care
about further developing a trail system in Sullivan County? I
would argue it’s good for economic development; it’s good for
tourism; it’s good for the health of communities and it’s a good
way to expand opportunities for family time. Communities that
have developed trail systems have a better quality of life to offer
their residents.

Over the past few months, the County Trail Committee has
focused its attention on the Consolidated Funding Application
(CFA) process in order to secure funding to further trail
development in the County. We reached consensus on
applying for funding to undertake a feasibility study for the
development of a rail-trail along a 50-mile stretch of the Ontario
& Western (O&W) rail line that traverses the County of Sullivan.
This feasibility study would also assess the practicality of
establishing a rail-trail along the approximately 10-mile stretch
of the abandoned O&W branch line that runs from the Village
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of Port Jervis to the Village or Monticello, New York. My sincere
gratitude goes out the all the County staff members who helped
to prepare the CFA application and get it in by the July 31, 2015
deadline.

While there are a number of O&W rail trail segments within the
County, there has never been a master plan for developing a
county-wide rail trail along the O&W. Such a project would
have the potential to not only better serve local resident
recreational needs, but also to become a regional destination
for biking and rail trail enthusiasts. This would be especially
true if we can one day construct the “Walkway-Over-TheNeversink” to connect the rail trail segments to the east and
west of the Neversink River. I envision this system ultimately
linking up with Orange, Ulster and Delaware Counties thereby
creating a world class regional trail system.

The Town of Mamakating’s work in developing its segments of
the D&H Canal Linear Tow Path and securing over a million
dollars in CFA funds to advance the project is a testimony to
what can happen when a dedicated group of volunteers and
elected leaders work together to develop trails. The Basha Kill
Area Association’s stewardship of the Basha Kill wetlands and
surrounding environs from ecological degradation has helped
to create a unique trail experience along segments of the D&H
Canal Tow Path and O&W Rail Trail that are truly in harmony
with the natural environment. These are efforts that can be
replicated elsewhere in the County.

I don’t want to leave the reader with the impression that we are
focusing our efforts solely on bigger projects like the D&H
Canal Tow Path/Rail Trail and O&W Rail Trail. To the contrary,
we are also focusing our efforts on smaller trail systems such
as the development of hiking trails within the Forest Reserve at
Smallwood (also the focus of a CFA application by the Town of
Bethel), a Riverwalk in Livingston Manor, Delaware River
Signage and other efforts within the County. We are also
exploring opportunities to enhance equestrian access to trails
within the County along with snowmobile and ATV trails. We
will also continue to coordinate with well-established groups
like Trailkeeper to inventory and promote the vast hiking trail
system that already exists within the County.

It should be noted that the purpose of the County Trail
Committee is not to replace local trail development efforts, but
rather to supplement those efforts through improved
communication between communities and offering support
when local groups seek funding through the CFA process.
Where County government can take the leading role it will do
so, but the long-term success of a vast trail system will continue
to require the dedication of a group of volunteers working in
conjunction with State, County and local governments. I look
forward to continuing our work on the County Trail Committee
and encourage everyone to get out of the house and take a
walk along one of the many trails Sullivan County has to offer.
You’ll be glad you did.
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Mamakating Canal Trail Project Update
By Kerron Barnes
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Mamakating Supervisor Bill Herrmann reports progress on
implementing the grant for upgrading of the former
Delaware and Hudson Canal towpath. The NY DOT
awarded the Town $1,057,190 in federal DOT funds to
create a bicycle and pedestrian route through Wurtsboro.
The improved towpath will connect to trail segments to both
the north and south which are owned by Sullivan County
and the NY DEC respectively. Supervisor Herrmann
described the project as “a wonderful contribution to the
quality of life for local residents and an economic engine
for our goal of developing a tourist economy.”
Since the grant award in November 2014, the Town and the
NY DOT signed a Project Management Plan containing the
budget and schedule for the project. While the Town has
until the end of 2019 to complete the project, the PMP calls
for the project to be complete by the end of 2016, a much
faster schedule than most DOT projects.
The Town and the NY DOT, which manages the grant for
the federal DOT, have also signed a contract to implement
the first part of the project. The DOT grant process moves
these federal transportation projects forward in phases, not
all at once. With the signing of this contract, the town is
authorized to proceed with the preliminary design phase. It
consists of the basic design of the towpath trail, but not the

detailed construction plans, specifications and bid
documents.
The Town has contracted with Barton and Loguidice, to be
the project engineers They have already completed a draft
of the preliminary design. Under this phase the engineers
will design the physical project and submit their design to
the Town Engineer and the NY DOT for review, comment
and revision.
Supervisor Herrmann explained that “the next step will be
an informational meeting open to the public at which time
the project engineers will present the draft of the preliminary
design. We plan to hold that meeting on September 15, 5
p.m., and will notify all parties in order to have the widest
audience possible. Questions and comments on the design
will be welcome and will be used to make final revisions to
the preliminary design.”
The completed document will be submitted to the NY DOT
for review and approval. When approved, the Town and
project engineers will be authorized to proceed with the final
design. When that phase is completed and approved, the
NY DOT will authorize solicitation of construction bids,
expected in spring 2016. Upon review and approval of bids,
the Town will be authorized to proceed with the
construction, anticipated to take three months during the
late summer and fall of 2016.

Earlier this year, Sullivan County Division of Planning and
Environmental Management (DPEM) recommended
withdrawing certain planning and zoning actions from 239
examination (see draft list, where zoning amendments
have since been eliminated).
According to General Municipal Law, 239 referrals are sent
to DPEM if they involve:
1. Adoption or amendment of a comprehensive plan
2. Adoption or amendment of a zoning ordinance or local
law
3. Issuance of special use permits
4. Approval of site plans
5. Granting of use or area variances
AND when they apply to real property within 500 feet of:
1. The boundary of any city, village, or town
2. The boundary of any existing or proposed county or state
park or any other recreation area
3. The right-of-way of any existing or proposed county or
state parkway, thruway, expressway, road, or highway
4. The existing or proposed right-of-way of any stream or
drainage channel owned by the county or for which the
county has established channel lines

5. The existing or proposed boundary of any county or state
owned land on which public buildings or institutions are
located.
Notably, a local municipality cannot vote on any matter
requiring a 239 review until obtaining county feedback. If
DPEM determines that planning or zoning matters will
precipitate intercommunity or county-wide impacts or
concludes that modifications are necessary, municipal
boards can only veto DPEM’s recommendations with a
supermajority (majority plus one) vote.
Ultimately, Sullivan County towns can choose whether or
not to comply with the County’s exceptions (if adopted).
Nevertheless, most will agree to a hastened approval
process. Developers will also favor a “fast track”. However,
the BKAA contends that 239’s, conducted by professional
planners, furnishing objective analyses and another layer of
oversight, are extremely vital. Consequently, we challenged
some proposed exclusions in correspondence from BKAA
attorney John Lyons to DPEM Commissioner, Freda
Eisenberg (see Lyons letter).
While lately there has been minimal activity with DPEM’s
proposition, the BKAA will continually monitor this issue and
apprise members of relevant developments.

Sullivan County Proposes Exemptions to 239 Reviews
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Kudos to Mamakating’s Town Board for Adopting Most Proposed
Amendments to Town Zoning Code
By Paula Medley

On Tuesday, July 21, the Town Board approved most
amendments to Mamakating’s Zoning Code (Code),
successfully concluding an 18-month Phase I saga to
establish consistency between the Town’s Comprehensive
Plan (Plan) and Code, characterized by a moratorium on
residential construction, workshops, and two public
hearings. Throughout, the BKAA and invaluable partners,
Concerned Residents of Winterton, Friends of the
Shawangunks, NY-NJ Trail Conference, Orange County
Audubon Society, Phillipsport Community, Center, Rock Hill
Neighborhood Coalition, Sullivan County Audubon Society,
and Yankee Lake Preservation Association employed
“hard-hitting,” persistent advocacy via letter-writing (see
comments), testifying at hearings, and sporting “YES!
Zoning Changes” buttons.
Voting on the 21st mandated five separate actions due to
legal petitions signed by four landowners possessing at
least 20 percent of property targeted by specific
amendments.
Vetoing such challenges required a
supermajority (majority plus one, i.e. 4-1) vote.
non-Protested Zoning amendments
The bulk of the proposed amendments were APPROVED
on a 3-2 (simple majority) vote, facilitated by County
Planning’s 239 Review, which determined that those
amendments would NOT have intercommunity or countywide impacts (See county’s 239 analyses).
landowners Petitions on Contested amendments
• Shawanga Lodge Property
This resolution recommended adding 31 adjacent Ridge
and Valley Protection (RVP) acres to this site, currently

containing 260 net acres and allowing 1.5 units per acre for
a mixed use development, enabling rebuilding of
Shawanga Lodge at a maximum 436 units/hotel rooms or
400 units plus 3 year-round homes. Previous zoning
permitted 1,200 units! RESOLUTION PASSED on a 4-1
vote.
• Resolutions on Crescent Heights and WIR Yankee Lake
Parcels
Crescent Heights- Resolution to leave in place the current
PRO (Planned Resort Office) designation on the 700+ acre
tract north of Mountain Lakes Camp for eventual resort
development.
WIR (Yankee Lake) Acreage- Resolution to approve
proposed zoning changes to this 524 acre real estate,
reclassifying it from PRO/Neighborhood Residential to
Mountain Greenbelt. BOTH RESOLUTIONS PASSED on
4-1 votes.
• Wurtsboro Airport Resolution
Creation of a minimum 500-foot wide buffer separating the
Light Industrial Office and RVP zoning districts.
RESOLUTION FAILED on a 3-2 vote. This was a critical
BKAA initiative meant to mitigate future conflicts between
potential development and environmental interests.
In conclusion, thanks to those Town Board members who
listened to residents/visitors and promoted zoning revisions
that lower density, thus preserving the Town’s vital natural
and cultural resources, enhancing quality of life , and
expediting eco-tourism and other low-impact projects in
stimulating Mamakating’s economic sustainability.

1. Change in a permitted use, if the outward appearance of the
building is not altered and the sign does not require planning,
zoning or architectural board approval.
2. Lot combinations
3. Any area variance for a residential unit seeking relief from a
side yard or rear yard setback on an existing or prior approved
parcel.
4. Any variance, site plan review or special permit required for:
a. the conversion of one single family residence into a two family
residence;
b. the expansion of an existing business or existing commercial
use providing the expansion is located in the rear yard of the
parcel and that the expansion does not exceed 50% of the
existing building size;
c. the installation of any requirements pursuant to the American
Disabilities Act;
d. the establishment of a residential use on the second floor of a
structure whose ground floor is occupied by a business or
commercial use;

e. the installation of telecommunication antennas mounted on
structures such as buildings or water towers, but not the
installation of telecommunication towers and monopoles;
f. the development of uses that, while within 500 feet of a
municipal boundary, would be permitted within the area of the
adjoining municipality abutting the parcel where the activity is
proposed.
5. Amendments to a local zoning law or ordinance that are
intended to:
a. address procedural or administrative matters that do not alter
the dimensional or use standards of the regulation;
b. address fee structures or municipal enforcement issues;
c. reduce the type or number of uses permitted within a particular
zoning district;
d. reduce the intensity and or density of development permitted
within a particular zoning district;
e. establish a temporary developmental moratorium, providing
the length of the moratorium does not exceed six (6) months.

Draft Potential Exemptions to the General Municipal Law (GML)-239 County Referrals
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Julia and eildert Beeftink, visiting
from holland. Photo by John Haas
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a nice find for our visitors was this adorable baby porcupine (see
ViSitoRS, page 9). Photo by John Haas

the southeastern valley with
high Point in the distance - the
highest point in the state of
new Jersey (see page 10).
Photo by Fred Harding

Birding for Beginners trip
(see page 12).

Photo © Roberta Rosenthal 2015

great green
Macaws (see
page 21).
Photo by
Murray Cooper
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Sullivan County’s 239 Review of Mamakating’s
Proposed Zoning Amendments
June 30, 2015
Dear Mr. William D. Herrmann, Supervisor, Town of Mamakating
The following County review has been conducted in accordance
with Sections 239-1, -m & -n of the General Municipal Law:
I. Project:
Local Law
II. Applicant: Town of Mamakating
Ill. Action:
Local Law
IV. Geographic qualification: Zoning/Code Amendment
V. The proposed action has been assessed for the following
impacts as specified in NYS G.M.L. 239-1 (2) (a-h):
a. compatibility of various land uses with one another;
Because the proposed zoning changes will not expand industrialor commercial-oriented districts into existing residential districts,
will not expand industrial or commercial-oriented districts along
municipal borders, or expand residential districts along municipal
borders where the adjoining land use is incompatible with
residential uses, the proposed zoning changes and code
amendments will not result intercommunity or countywide impacts
related to land use compatibility.
b. traffic generating characteristics of various land uses in relation
to the effect of such traffic on other land uses and to the adequacy
of existing and proposed thoroughfare facilities
Because the proposed zoning changes and code amendments
will generally reduce land use intensities in areas not serviced by
the primary thoroughfares (NYS Route 17, NYS Route 209, and
County Road 62), the proposed zoning changes and code
amendments will not adversely impact intercommunity or
countywide traffic patterns.
c. impact of proposed land uses an existing and proposed county
or state institutional or other uses
Because no zoning changes will occur in districts containing a
county or state institution, the zoning changes will not result in
adverse impacts to county or state institutions. Likewise, the code
amendments will not inhibit the operational capacity of county or
state institutions.
d. protection of community character as regards predominant
land uses, population density, and the relation between residential
and nonresidential areas
The proposed zoning changes and code amendments will not
alter or adversely impact existing predominant land uses, result
in large shifts of population density, or increase land use conflicts
between residential and nonresidential areas.
e. drainage
The proposed zoning changes, in and of themselves, will not
result in physical changes that will alter drainage patterns.
Likewise, the proposed code amendments will elevate the
importance of environmental considerations in the planning and
zoning review process and regulatory statues.
f. community facilities
The proposed zoning changes and code amendments will not
increase development pressures on community recreational
facilities, such as the Basha Kill, Shawangunk Ridge, D&H Canal,

etc., and therefore will not result in adverse impacts to these
community facilities.
g. Official municipal and county development policies, os may be
expressed through comprehensive plans, capital programs or
regulatory measures
With the exception of farmland preservation, the proposed zoning
changes and code amendments are compatible with county
development policies, specifically in regards to zoning and
community and economic development, by permitting a diverse
mix of land uses while also protecting Sullivan County’s rural
character, which is an essential component to quality of life for
area residents and Sullivan County’s tourism-based economy.
In December of 2014 Sullivan County approved an update to its
Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan, which identifies
agriculture as a key sector of Sullivan County’s economy as well
as important to the County’s identity. The Agricultural and
Farmland Protection Plan supports the promotion and
enhancement of agriculture in Sullivan County, and encourages
the development of new farm operations.
The existing code and proposed amendments to Mamakating’s
zoning code establish a minimum lot area of 10 acres for
“agricultural operations” in the MG, PRO, LIO, WRA, MRA, and
BR districts. Many farms in Sullivan County are smaller than 10
acres, and this threshold can be a barrier to the establishment of
new farming enterprises. Moreover, because some of these
districts have a substantially lower lot size requirement for single
family homes, the zoning may create an incentive for farmers to
subdivide their land for residential purposes
h. such other matters as may relate to the public convenience, to
governmental efficiency, and to the achieving and maintaining of
a satisfactory community environment
There are a number of aspects of the current zoning code that
have the potential to impact public convenience and/or
governmental efficiency but which are not addressed or
corrected, and may even be exacerbated, by the proposed
revisions. These have to do with clarity and ease of use, as well
as consistency of interpretation, of the code, and therefore
concern its local application. Consequently, these impacts do not
rise to the level of intercommunity or countywide concern and are
addressed below under the technical comments section.
VI. Recommendation: Based on the materials provided, we
have determined that the proposed zoning changes and code
amendments will not result in adverse intercommunity or
countywide impacts. Therefore, we find this a matter for local
determination. Because we understand the Town will continue to
work on updating its zoning code we offer the technical comments
below for consideration as you move forward.
VII. Technical Comments:
Section 199-6 (6). Word uses and definitions. . .
The word “endorsed” is used both in the title (Town-endorsed)
and in the definition (endorsed by the town), yet it is unclear what
constitutes an endorsement by the Town. We have provided a
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sample sentence that we feel adds more clarity.
“A central sewage collection system and treatment works or
central water supply system owned by the Town of Mamakating,
or owned by another municipality and endorsed by the Town of
Mamakating Town Board through an official resolution upon
advice of its Town Engineer. . .”
Section 199-9 (D). Lot regulations.
It is unclear what constitutes an “unusual subsoil or geological
condition.” We recommend providing a definition so there is a
clear understanding between the public and local board officials
as to what constitutes an “unusual subsoil or geological
condition.”
Section 199-9 (D). Lot regulations.
This section also notes that “proposed water and/or sewer
facilities” must be submitted to and approved by the Town
Engineer. This seems to contradict Section 199-6 (61, Townendorsed Sewer System or Water System, which delegates the
authority to approve water and sewer systems to the Town Board.
Additionally, “subsurface waste disposal systems,” “conventional
subsurface sanitary sewage disposal systems,” and “central
water and central wastewater treatment systems” are also
mentioned in the Town Code without providing a definition. We
recommend bringing these terms into conformity with one
another, providing a definition where they differ, clearly stating
who is responsible for system approval, and providing cross
references to any procedural regulations for obtaining such
approval.
Section 199-26(7)(a)(l-2) Individual standards for special uses
The Planned Office Districts east and west of the Shawangunk
Ridge have different development standards. Due to the
confusion inherent to having identically named districts with
different development standards, we recommend renaming one
or both of these districts and indicating the change on the zoning
map.
Section 196-26 (5)(a)(2) & (7)(a)(1) - Individual standards for
special uses
These regulations warrant addition consideration and revision to
address several issues:
• They appear to conflict with each other: 196-26 (5)(0)(2) states
“In any PO District east of the Shawangunk Ridge, in keeping
with the Comprehensive Plan recommendation for maintaining
the agricultural character of the Burlingham Road and Winterton
areas, only single-family detached dwellings on lots of at least
two acres shall be permitted . . . (emphasis added).
while Section 196-26 (7)(a)(1) states;
“For any PO District east of the Shawangunk Ridge, in keeping
with the Comprehensive Plan recommendation for maintaining
the agricultural character of the Burlingham Road and Winterton
areas, one dwelling unit per 25 acres shall be the maximum
residential density” (emphasis added).
The first suggests that two acres is the minimum lot size for a
single-family dwelling in the district and the latter suggesting 25
acres is needed for a dwelling unit. Additional language may be
required to clarify these provisions.
• Single-family development on two-acre lots is generally

considered a suburban development pattern that would not
achieve the specified intent of the regulation to “[maintain] the
agricultural character ...” of the district.
• It is questionable whether there could be viable residential
development in the area that meets the standard of Section 19626 (7)(a)(l).
Section 199-36 RVP and MG District density calculations
There are two development standards for the RVP and MG
District, one that ties dwelling unit density to zoning districts (e.g.
one dwelling unit per acre, one dwelling unit per five acres) and
the other which links yield to site topography. Although
environmental constraints are an important factor in establishing
density standards, the presence of two density standards,
particularly without an established hierarchy, can result in
confusion, needless complication, and potentially inconsistent
application of zoning regulations. We recommend clarifying and
simplifying the code.
Section 199-36 RVP and MG District density calculations
If the slope-based density calculations are to remain in effect, we
recommend revising the numbers to avoid overlapping intervals.
For example, a property with 3% slopes would qualify for both 1
unit13 acre and 1 unit16 acre.
Section 199-54 (A-H) Dwellings on nonconforming lots within
districts that permit residential uses
This section contains setback and maximum coverage
requirements for existing nonconformities where residential is a
permitted use. In some cases, these setback and coverage
requirements are less restrictive than the base zoning. The Town
should ensure the setback and maximum coverage requirements
contained in this section relate to the proposed zoning changes
and the anticipated nonconformities that will result from them.
Agricultural Operations
As noted above, the minimum lot area for “agricultural operations”
in the MG, PRO, LIO, WRA, MRA, and BR is ten acres, which
can pose a barrier to entry for new farmers, some of whom are
raising vegetable crops on lots as small as one or two acres. In
Phase 11, we recommend the Town assess its zoning and other
Town policies for “farm-friendliness” and give consideration to
reducing the minimum lot size required for an agricultural
operation and/or equalizing the minimum lot size required for
residential and agriculture. Please note that the Sullivan County
Agricultural and Farmland Preservation Plan contains
recommendations for bringing municipal zoning regulations in line
with stated goals to preserve farmland and rural character.
Funding is available from NYS Ag and Markets to support the
development of farm-friendly zoning amendments.
Design Guidelines
The majority of the proposed code amendments and zoning
changes focus on land use densities and establishing procedures
for determining the maximum density allowed in a particular zone.
Establishing appropriate land use densities is integral to zoning
and its ability to guide responsible development. In Phase 11, we
recommend the Town develop design guidelines to help ensure
the visual quality of future development compliments the Town’s
rural character and its increased focus on eco-tourism.
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Generic Environmental Impact Statements
Environmental conditions such as steep slopes and hydric soils
can often supersede land use intensities established through
zoning. For example, a particular zone may specify an allowable
density of 10 units per acre but due to environmental conditions
specific to an individual parcel, such as steep slopes or hydric
soils, and the resuiquite regulatory approvals needed at the local
and state level, which are in part related to environmental
conditions, the actual yield may be substantially lower. This
discrepancy between permitted density in a particular zone and
the ultimate yield after other regulations and other development
factors are taken into account often leads to projects being
proposed but ultimately failing to gain approval. The community
is not served by a process that inhibits desired and undesired
development alike.
One strategy for facilitating desired development is to create a
Generic Environmental Impact Statement (GEIS) for a specific
site and or neighborhood. Through the GEIS process, zoning can
be crafted that is responsive to the specific environmental

constraints of a site and to community interests for compatible
uses. At the same time, prospective developers are shown a clear
blueprint for projects that will be accepted by the community, and
have a clear, efficient, and predictable approvals process - all of
which will enhance site marketability and the likelihood of
adaptive reuse. The Shawangunk Lodge site, as well as other
potential large-scale development sites in the Town, can benefit
from this approach.
Phase II Mapping
The requirements of Section 199-35 make it difficult for property
owners and prospective buyers of property to determine the
development potential of their property. The Town should consider
mapping the environmental constraints contained in Section 19935 and making that information publicly available to Increase
efficiency and transparency in the development process.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at 845807-0527.
Sincerely,
Freda C. Eisenberg, AICP Commissioner

BKAA Attorney John Lyons Comments on Proposed 239 County Referral
Exemptions in a Letter to County Planning Commissioner Freda Eisenberg

May 1, 2015
Dear Ms. Eisenberg:
Grant & Lyons, LLP represents the Basha Kill Area Association (BKAA). Our firm’s practice has been dedicated to the
practice of environmental, land use and real estate law since our founding in 1994.
Sections 239-m and 239-n of the New York State (NYS) General Municipal Law (GML) require local municipalities to refer
certain zoning and land use matters to county planning departments for review and comment. Recently, the Sullivan
County Department of Planning & Environmental Management (DPEM) proposed some exemptions to these
requirements. The purpose of this letter, submitted on behalf of the BKAA, is to comment on the proposed exemptions.
The BKAA is grateful for the opportunity to share our thinking with you and your Department at this early stage of your
consideration of these exemptions.
Part 1 : Summary
The BKAA has no concern about the majority of proposed exemptions, and understands that they could result in an
effective streamlining of the referral process for small impact actions. However, some of the exemptions do raise concerns.
For the reasons discussed in this letter, we ask that some of these proposed exemptions be removed from the list.
Part 2: Discussion & Comment
2.1. General Municipal Law Sections 239-m and 230-n
The purposes for the enactment of General Municipal Law (GML) Sections 239-rn and 239-n are set forth in GML Section
239-1. That Section says:
2. Intent. The purposes of this section, sections two hundred thirty-nine-m and two hundred thirty-nine-n of this article
shall be to bring pertinent inter-community and county-wide planning, zoning, site plan and subdivision considerations
to the attention of neighboring municipalities and agencies having jurisdiction. Such review may include inter-community
and county-wide considerations in respect to the following:
(a) compatibility of various land uses with one another;
(b) traffic generating characteristics of various land uses in relation to the effect of such traffic on other land uses and to
the adequacy of existing and proposed thoroughfare facilities;
(c) impact of proposed land uses on existing and proposed county or state institutional or other uses;
(d) protection of community character as regards predominant land uses, population density, and the relation between
residential and nonresidential areas;
(e) drainage;
lyons Comments continued on page 31
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(f) community facilities;
(g) official municipal and county development policies, as may be expressed through comprehensive plans, capital
programs or regulatory measures; and
(h) such other matters as mav relate to the public convenience, to governmental efficiency, and to me achieving and
maintainina of a satisfactory community environment (emphasis added).
These purposes are the foundation for the key role that county planning departments carry out in the land use equation.
These purposes assure that, through county planning departments, regional perspective is considered in local municipal
land use decision making. Of particular note is Subsection (d), a powerful provision which expresses the intent that the
referral process accomplish the :
protection of community character as regards predominant land uses, population density, and the relation between
residential and nonresidential areas.
County planning departments fulfill an important role in carrying out this and the other objectives of GML Section 230-1
(2). Besides fulfilling these objectives, county planning departments can also bring a modern, sophisticated level of land
use planning expertise to local municipal reviews. And in so doing, county planning departments can also serve as an
important check on local reviews which ignore, or insufficiently consider, comprehensive planning, compatibility of various
land uses and protection of community character.
While we recognize the laudable goals of eliminating needless red tape and freeing county planning personnel to
concentrate on the most important land use issues, for the reasons discussed above, the BKAA asks you to remove
several of the potential exemptions from consideration. The reasons in support of this request are discussed below.
2.2. Comments on Potential Exemotions
The BKAA’s most serious concerns involved the potential exemption of amendments to local zoning laws. We understand
that you have already decided not to exempt local zoning amendments. We applaud that decision.
Of the remaining potential exemptions, the BKAA is concerned about the following:
Potential Exemption: Lot combinations.
Comment: There are many instances where lot combinations can lead to increased open space and land conservation.
However, lot combinations can also be a precursor to intense development when combinations take place as part of a
plan to amass land for future development. This type of activity usually occurs in connection with vacant or sparsely
populated land. This type of land amassing activity can present issues with regard to the compatibility of various land uses
with one another [GML Section 239-1(2)(a)] and protection of community character as regards predominant land uses,
population density, and the relation between residential and nonresidential areas [GML Section 239-1 (2)(d)]. Thus, we
feel that in order to fulfill the intent of your role as envisioned by GML Section 239-1, it is necessary that lot combinations
be referred to you and be subject to your comment and opinion.
Potential Exemption: The expansion of an existing business or existing commercial use providing the expansion is located
in the rear yard of the parcel and the expansion does not exceed fifty percent (50%) of the existing building size.
Comment: The expansion of existing commercial uses can give rise to a variety of serious land use concerns. Such
expansions can involve issues related to:
• compatibility of various land uses with one another [GML Section 239-1 (2)(a)];
• traffic generating characteristics of various land uses in relation to the effect of such traffic on other land uses and to
the adequacy of existing and proposed thoroughfare facilities [GML Section 239-1 (2)(b)j;
• protection of community character as regards predominant land uses, population density, and the relation between
residential and nonresidential areas [GML Section 239-1(2)(d)l;
• drainage [GML Section 239-1 (2)(e)]; and
• such other matters as may relate to the ... achieving and maintaining of a satisfactory community environment [GML
Section 239-1 (2)(g)].
These potential areas of impact are squarely within the menu of concerns that GML 239 referrals are intended to address.
Further, the parameters on this proposed exemption do not act to screen expansions which could have significant negative
impacts. Rear yard expansions are no guarantee of minimum impacts to neighboring uses, While location in the rear may
affect visual impact from the street, that limitation does nothing to address the nature and/or intensity of the commercial
use being expanded. Neither does it take into account the nature of the surrounding uses. lt assumes, without basis, that
if the commercial activity is existing, its expansion is not likely to generate impacts of concern that are related to the
lyons Comments continued on page 33
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Columbia hill neighborhood alliance volunteers - see page 18

Rachael Broder preparing to enter
a simulation lab. - see page 23

three generations of the lorry green family
enjoying the Basha Kill.
dylan Broder at the FdR Mansion and
library. - see page 22 Photo by Jackie
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Broder

Crowd at June 2 public hearing on zoning
amendments. Photo by Mort Starobin See page 26
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intentions of GML Section 239-I. We think this assumption is in error and that the opinions of County Planning could be
very important in connection with the expansion of commercial uses.
Potential Exemption: The installation of telecommunications antennas mounted on (existing) structures such as buildings
or water towers, but not the installation of telecommunication towers and monopoles.
Comment: Although the types of antennas contemplated by this potential exemption do not involve towers, they
nevertheless have aesthetic impacts, especially as they proliferate. They certainly have the potential to impact:
• protection of community character as regards predominant land uses, population density, and the relation between
residential and nonresidential areas [GML Section 239-1(2)(d);
Again, the assumptions underlying this potential exemption are not necessarily valid. Existing “buildings” covers a wide
range of structures and focuses on the mounting structure; not on any of the qualities of the neighborhood or community
immediately surrounding that structure. We have all seen structures that are so packed with these antennas that they
look like porcupines. This massing is encouraged by the revenue stream provided by the leases for these antennas. It
is the potential for massing of these antennas that raises concern about their impact on community character. An objective,
regionally aware voice could be essential in making sure that local municipalities do not ignore the aesthetic goals of
comprehensive plans in approving the siting of these antennas.
Potential Exemption: The development of uses that, while within 500 feet of a municipal boundary, would be permitted
within the area of the adjoining municipality abutting the parcel where the activity is proposed.
Comment: In our opinion, proposed uses on municipal boundaries are exactly the type of uses which can benefit from
the opinion of a county planning department. Uses in these locations can affect:
• compatibility of various land uses with one another [GML Section 239-1 (2)(a)]; and
• official municipal and county development policies, as may be expressed through comprehensive plans [GML Section
239-1 (2)(g)]
The benefit of a regional planning perspective is especially valuable with regards to uses that can affect neighboring
municipalities. The fact that the proposed use would be allowed in the area of the adjoining municipality does not
necessarily mean that the use harmonizes with the larger comprehensive plan vision for each municipality. Additionally,
the opinion of a county planning department can be valuable in instances where more than one municipality may have
review authority over a particular proposed use.
Part 3: Conclusion
While streamlining can be laudable and beneficial, it should not be done at the cost of sacrificing the valuable perspective
that a county planning department is in a unique position to provide.
We respectfully ask you to please bear in mind the statutory intentions of Section 239 referrals as you continue to consider
these exemptions. We ask that you remove from consideration the four potential exemptions discussed above. Adopting
these exemptions would keep you from fulfilling your expressly defined role under GML Section 239-1.
Thank you for your time and attention.
Very truly yours,
John F. Lyons – Grant & Lyons, LLP

Letters Supporting Mamakating’s Proposed Amendments to Zoning Code

Hello Supervisor Herrmann and Members of the Town Board,
I am writing in support of the Zoning changes you and the Town Board have proposed, and urge their passing into law
unscathed. Though Jack and 1 do not live in the Town of Mamakating, we do live in the adjoining Town of Wawarsing,
and are affected by what happens in Mamakating. We pass through it frequently on our way to other places, and Jack,
is of course, very familiar with its landscape and character. Also, as you know I continue the activism with Paula Medley,
that started when we all fought for what is now the Sam’s Point Preserve portion of Minnewaska State Park, and other
threats to Cragsmoor and Wawarsing, during that long time-span. Her courage and monumental effort to protect our
northern Shawangunk Ridge, is now reflected in the ongoing campaign to protect the Bashakill and its township, and the
surrounding areas, and it still keeps me at her side giving as much support as I can; both for her, the Town of Mamakating,
and my own township, which adjoins. From Sam’s Point, to which we walk frequently, we gaze out onto the beautiful
landscape that is Mamakating, and at the likewise beautiful Bashakill; often shrouded in mist in the early mornings. The
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mist spills over the edges of the surrounding slopes as it rises and curls down their sides with such grace. What a travesty
it would be if what had once been suggested for it had taken place, and if it should be compromised now by unwise
development. It definitely earns its keep in the abundance of life, beauty and tourism dollars it provides to the Town.
The Shawangunk Ridge is old, mighty, and beautiful, but still vulnerable. The excess of 7 Peaks is untenable, or should
be, both from a financial risk impact, and, more in~portantly,a n ecological degradation impact. So; too, the continuing
possibility of a resurrected Shawanga Lodge. While the Gunks are mighty, the water limitations that some residents
experience here in Cragsmoor, which is not overcrowded, should serve to warn of what could easily happen in your
portion of the ridge if it is over-developed. Water is life, and like life, its availability as a resource needs to be safeguarded,
not just for humans, but for the other organisms that share the habitat, and bring meaning and solace to human life. Both
sides of the ridge will be negatively impacted by unwise development, and across the Bashakill valley areas, as well.
I urge the Town to resist the financial entities that are bringing pressure to bear and to realize and value the fact that money
doesn’t come only from building and industry, especially when it is derived from degrading the land, and that man is not
an island - he arises from the natural world, and still needs and still seeks it. From observing the degree of use of the
Bashakill and other beautiful areas of your town, their financial and spiritual valu-e m ust, as you are proposing to do, be
honored.
Sincerely, Harriet (Hattie) W. Grifo, Cragsmoor, NY
June 6,2015
Dear Supervisor Bill Herrmann:
I am in favor of Mamakating’s proposed amendments to the town zoning code as part of the Town’s Master Plan. I and others
in my family own property on Yankee Lake and for several generations we have vacationed at the Lake. Eliminating the Yankee
Lake Economic Development Area and rezoning the undeveloped property surrounding the west end and the so-called ‘Whale’s
Tail” area of Yankee Lake from “Planned Resort Office” to “Mountain Greenbelt” will help preserve the rural characteristic that
we currently enjoy and will protect this area for future generations.
I also support the changes that will reduce density in environmentally sensitive locales including ridge and valley protection
for Shawangunk Ridge and the Basha Kill headwaters as well as reducing density near the D&H Canal towpath.
Many thanks to you and the Town Board for your efforts.
Muriel Patterson Huttenbach, Wolf Pond Road, Wurtsboro, NY
June 21, 2015
Mr. Herrmann:

As a property owner and taxpayer in the Town of Mamakating, I am expressing my full and unreserved support for the proposed
zoning amendments. I do not want to see our wilderness areas, wetlands, wildlife and the rural character of this area either
altered or destroyed by high-density development. I understand that land owners and developers now feel their long-awaited
opportunity to cash in has arrived and I fear that the true value of what we all share here—a pristine rural environment is under
grave threat.

I trust that you will acknowledge my support for the zoning amendments and add it to the long list of residents and environmental
groups that are backing the changes to the current—and inadequate—codes.
Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely yours,
Kevin Doyle, East Road, Wurtsboro, NY

June 15, 2015

Supervisor Herrmann,

I am writing to you as a resident of one of your neighboring towns. I reside in the village of Otisville, within the Town of Mount
Hope. I have lived here my entire life except while I was away at college and for 6 months, when I was a newly wed. I love my
home and I love my rural way of life. I am retired now but still very involved in my community and my county. I am a long
serving member of the Otisville ZBA, on the Board of the OtisviIle/Mount Hope Hometown Helpers, volunteer at Bethel Woods,
Paramount Theatre and Sugar Loaf Performing Arts Center. Additionally, I am a volunteer at Orange Regional Medical Center
and the Port Jervis Empowerment Center.

I do all this volunteering because I value where I live and I do my utmost to make it a better place. That being said, I want my
home and my surrounding area to maintain its bucolic nature that I treasure. I implore you to keep the Town of Mamakating,
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the same country type of town that it is. Please be sure that Mamakating does not experience high density housing because
that kind of housing has a way of spreading to contiguous towns and villages. I love the country. I was born here, grew up here,
returned here after college, had a career here, raised my family here, retired here and hope to spend my remaining days right
here in Otisville NY. Thank you for all you can do to assure me that I do not have to move to stay in a country type environment.

Thank you for reading and considering my concerns!!
Mary Ann McDonough

June 12, 2015

Dear Mr. Herrmann,

I have been a Mamakating resident since 1992. We purchased our house mostly for the location. We have a beautiful view of
the ridge and especially love that view in the fall. It is a fact of life that there will always be change and more building, with that
said it can be done respectfully.

I am writing today to acknowledge the work the town is doing regarding zoning. I have attended some of the Town Board
meetings and I believe our voices are being heard. The proposed changes will allow residents to continue to live in a manner
we have become accustomed to without changes to our natural resources or damage to our property. We live in a beautiful
area and certainly understand others wanting to benefit from the beauty as well but that should not be done at the expense of
those who are already here.

Thank you for protecting the residents and our property. Thank you for hearing us. Thank you for working so diligently regarding
the proposed zoning changes.
Sincerely,

Ginny O’ConneIl, Winterton

June 15, 2015

Dear Mr. Bill Herrmann,

We are Friends of the Shawangunks members and wholeheartedly support amendments being considered by the Town of
Mamakating which would increase the protection of the Shawangunk Ridge and the Basher Kill Wildlife Management Area.

We are very worried about how devastating Ridge development would be. We worry about clean water and its environment.
Nothing can undo ruin caused by short-sighted development benefiting no one but investors.

Thank you for your serious consideration of needed protections.
Dava Weinstein & Dorothy Calvani

Dear Supervisor Herrmann,

June 15, 23015

I’m writing to show my strong support of the proposed amendments to Mamakating’s Zoning Code. I am a Sullivan County
resident and spend countless hours each year enjoying and photographing the beauty of your town as well as the unique
birdlife and natural setting of the Bashakill Management Area. I also lead several field trips a year for the BKAA.

Out-of-town friends often accompany me to the Bashakill. After our excursions, we generally drive into Wurtsboro and dine
at the various restaurants in town. We all look forward to many more similar visits to Mamakating and hope the forwardthinking proposed zoning amendments are implemented.
Good luck and thank you for your time!
Sincerely,
Scott Graber, Yulan, NY

June 15, 2015
Dear Supervisor Herrmann and Members of the Town Board:
The Mamakating Park Property Owners Civic Association represents approximately 50 people living in the Masten Lake
neighborhood. Our community is a beautiful scenic area that is on the National Register of Historic Places. Almost all of our
residents have had at least three generations of their families live here, and some have had as many as five generations.
We are writing to voice our support for the new zoning proposals. It is quite apparent in reviewing them that a lot of people put
much effort into developing them. We thank them all for their efforts. We think that the proposals balance the need to preserve
the rural nature of our communities, a key factor in supporting what are probably our two largest industries, Tourism and
Vacation Homes; and the need for appropriate future development.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Carole Marantz, President, MPPOCA
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Update: Dragon Springs

Email from BKAA Consulting
Engineer, Andy Willingham,
Summarizing Dragon Springs
Recent DEC Activity

By Paula Medley

A significant change to Dragon Springs’ revised site plan
currently combines all wastewater discharges into one
surface discharge, increasing flow to 100,000 gallons per
day (gpd). Originally, a minor increase of discharge to
groundwater at Outfall #2, from 1,200 gpd to 3,600 gpd
was planned (See Willingham Dragon Springs email on
page 37).
Recently, local fire department and county emergency
personnel toured the property, but did not enter the
buildings. Subsequently, they will address their concerns
to project sponsors.
Deerpark residents and other interested parties should
closely monitor Dragon Springs’ continued expansion for
environmental impacts and consequences to the area’s
rural residential character. A public hearing on the site plan
may be scheduled either the 2nd or 4th Wednesday in
September, more likely the latter, September 23. Again,
once approvals or permits are granted, public influence
drastically decreases. Call Deerpark town offices at (845)
856-2210 for information on the planning board’s agenda.
As always, the BKAA will alert members of critical
developments.

Update: 7 Peaks

Dear Paula,
As discussed, the following is a summary of the latest
events regarding the Dragon Springs Project.
I left a message for Dan Whitehead of NYSDEC to let me
know who the “engineer” was who was working on Dragon
Springs.

Rebecca Christ called me and informed me that she was
the permit analyst assigned to the project, but to call
Neena George who works out of the NYSDEC White
Plains office for more details.

I spoke with Neena George and she said they are no
longer proposing a minor increase of discharge to
groundwater at Outfall #2 from 1,200 gallons per day (gpd)
to 3,600 gpd.
They are now proposing to combine all wastewater
discharges into one surface discharge and increase the
flow to 100,000 gpd.

By Paula Medley

The discharge must meet intermittent stream standards
for water quality, which is the most stringent standard.

While 7 Peaks has not been before Mamakating’s Planning
Board (board) since November 18, 2014, both the developer,
along with the BKAA and its partners, have pursued their own
agendas.
Having met privately on May 13, 7 Peaks and town consultants
convened again in June, apparently addressing matters like
stormwater, emergency access, groundwater, and on-site
sanitary sewage disposal systems.
Worried that additional septic system soil testing would be
deferred until after the State Environmental Quality Review
(SEQR) process, the BKAA urged the board to conclude soil
analyses within the SEQR time frame in order to fully assess
environmental consequences and determine mitigations (See
Willingham letter). Strengthening our position was supportive
correspondence from Cecilia Walsh, intrepid Concerned
Residents of Winterton Coordinator, who provided an
impressive list of over 100 Winterton citizens, all cautioning
board members that drainage flowing down 7 Peaks eastern
slopes ultimately strikes their neighborhoods.

Meanwhile, we also advised our wetland specialist, Norbert
Quenzer, of Bagdon Environmental, to evaluate 7 Peaks
ecological consultant, Terrestrial Environmental Specialists
(TES) rebuttal of our earlier submitted 75 page document
requesting DEC jurisdiction over certain 7 Peaks wetlands,

7 Peaks Update continued on page 39

The proposed wastewater plant was described as a multi
stage treatment modern style plant.

The plant will discharge to a NYSDEC Class C(t) stream
on site, which is tributary to the Basher Kill

As with all wastewater plants, maintenance is key in
maintaining water quality.

Monthly samples will be required, with some daily
sampling of certain parameters as well.

Neena mentioned a requirement for the plant to be
assessed after 2 years of operation by a professional
engineer as to its performance.

Neena has prepared a draft SPDES permit and the
NYSDEC appears to be ready to issue a permit for the
larger plant. She believed the permit was in the public input
process.
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permits. I left her a message to find out who at NYSDEC
reviewed the treatment plant design, she has not returned
that call.
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Willingham 7 Peaks Septic
System Soil Testing Letter to
Mamakating Planning Board

Bagdon environmental (BKaa) Response to
terrestrial environmental Specialists (7
Peaks) letter of december 6, 2014 Regarding
Wetland Mapping analysis of 7 Peaks Project

May 27,2015
Dear Ms. Medley:
This letter summarizes Bagdon Environmental’s review of the
letter prepared by Bernard Carr of Terrestrial Environmental
Specialists (TES), dated December 5, 2014, to Terresa Bakner
of
Whiteman Osterman Hanna (WOH). The TES letter was written
to support DEC’s position that the mapped wetlands on the
Seven Peaks site were not under NYSDEC’s jurisdiction.
The TES letter also makes a number of accusations and
inferences regarding Bagdon Environmental’s technical review
that are not warranted and misleading.
As stated in our report, Bagdon Environmental’s analysis
entailed the following (Note highlighted sections):
1. Review the wetland delineation map and supporting
documents for the project and determine if the wetland
delineation (and mapping) is consistent with delineation protocol
under Section 404 of the Federal Clean Water Act and NYSDEC
Environmental Conservation Law (Article 24) Freshwater
Wetlands Law.
2. Determine if the wetland mapping meets the standards for
jurisdictional inclusion under Article 24, pursuant to Part 664.7
(b):
(b) Treatment of two or more areas as a single wetland. Two or
more areas of land and/or water, as defined in paragraphs (a)
through (d) of section 24-0107(1) of the act, may be considered
to be a single wetland for regulatory purposes if they are
determined by the commissioner to function as a unit, or to be
dependent upon each other, in providing one or more of the
wetland benefits listed in paragraphs (a), (b), (c), (e), (0, and (i)
of section 24-0105(7) of the act, and if they are no more than 50
meters (approximately 165 feet) apart. The areas will be
included, and labelled as a single wetland, on a map according
to the procedures for amending a map set out in subdivision(a)
of this section.
3. Determine if the wetland mapping meets the standards for
jurisdictional inclusion under Article 24, pursuant to Part 664.7
(c):
(c) Wetlands of less than 12.4 acres (approximately 5 hectares)
having unusual local importance.
Mr. Carr asserts that much of our analysis is based on
“speculation” and not “fact” because we did not access the site.
However, we clearly state in our report that:
Bagdon Environmental was limited to review of remote sensing
resources since site access was not authorized.
However, as we state in our report we did obtain and review
remote sensing information including National Wetland Inventory
maps, hydric soil maps, NYSDEC Freshwater Wetland maps,
USGS topographic maps and high-resolution ortho-aerials. Our
analysis is based on this publically available factual information,
not mere speculation as asserted by Mr. Carr.

Bagdon environmental continued on page 38
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August 6, 2015
Dear Chairman Zamonsky and Planning Board Members:
As we understand, the Applicant for Seven Peaks has
been meeting with the Planning Board and may be
proceeding with the SEQR process in the near future. The
purpose of this letter is to reiterate an issue previously
brought to the Board’s attention in correspondence and
public meetings. Notably, the suitability of the onsite soils
to install sanitary sewage disposal systems on each home
site is of great concern to both the BKAA and the
Concerned Residents of Winterton (“CRW”). Many
members of the CRW are also members of the BKAA and
will be directly and adversely effected should these
systems fail.
At the September 30, 2014 Planning Board meeting, soil
testing for sanitary sewage disposal systems was
discussed in detail. Planning Board Engineer Larry Paggi’s
September 30, 2014 letter to the Board indicates that
additional soil testing will be required (see General Site
Development Comment #3 of that correspondence). Per
our review of the soil test results on the sheet entitled
“Tests” of the Subdivision Set dated 06/30/14, we agree
that the soils are marginal for the installation of septic
systems and require further investigation. Specifically,
shallow groundwater, shallow bedrock, shallow hardpan
and high content of broken shale are all prevalent issues,
none of which are conducive to effective treatment of
wastewater. The validity of the percolation tests was also
raised in the 09/30/14 Paggi Letter (Comment #3, page
12), specifically suggesting that the test holes may not
have been presoaked in accordance with Health
Department requirements.
We also question utilizing a design basis of 4 bedrooms for
homes that are 8,500 square feet in size. That usage is
not realistic. Homes of that size typically produce
substantially more wastewater than an average 4 bedroom
home. The Board must urge the Applicant to utilize a more
realistic bedroom count for the proposed homes that is
consistent with the proposed square footage.
The Applicant has not shown that the subdivision is viable
with respect to wastewater treatment. Should these
systems fail, the impacts will be substantial. Untreated
wastewater would discharge either toward the Winterton
Neighborhood for proposed lots on the eastern side of the
ridge, or toward the Bashakill Wildlife Management Area
for proposed lots on the western side of the ridge. The
additional required soil testing must be completed as part
of the current SEQR process and not be deferred to later

7 Peaks Soil testing continued on page 39
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This is further supported by our statement:
The accuracy of the mapped wetlands and waters could not be verified due to lack of site access. In many areas, the wetland
mapping appears to correspond with topographic mapping and is likely accurately depicted on the wetland delineation map. However,
questions remain on the extent of actual wetlands along linear connections between enumerated wetlands and in the vicinity of the
newly created 4.02 acre pond shown on the wetland map.
On page 3 of his letter, Mr. Carr states that:
NYSDEC does not typically include ponds and streams as part of NYSDEC regulated wetlands.
This is not true since streams bordered by wetland vegetation and ponds containing extensive aquatic beds are routinely included
in NYSDEC wetlands.
Mr. Carr goes on to say that:
Mr. Quenzer is merely trying to confuse the situation. He is very familiar with the differences between Waters of the U.S. and NYSDEC
regulated freshwater wetlands.
Mr. Carr’s inference that I am trying to “confuse the situation” is both laughable and unprofessional. He is correct that I am very
familiar with the differences between Waters of the U.S. and NYSDEC regulated freshwater wetlands. In fact, I describe why these
linear connections are potentially viable NYSDEC wetlands by my statement:
In his analysis, Mr. Gaugler subtracts 1.62± acres purported to be stream segments which he considers “non-wetland connectors”.
However, based on the wetland mapping it appears that these connectors are presented as polygonal shapes indicative of wetland
with portions of stream identified within. This indicates that wetland is present along most of the connections and thus, should not
be removed from the calculation of total wetland acreage.
Mr. Carr also attempts to refute the inclusion of 4.02 acre pond and associated wetland connections in a mis-leading manner. The
following is taken from our report describing the pond and connections:
As stated in our correspondence to Mr. Post, the recently (approximately 2008) created 4.02 acre pond appears to have been partially
created in a drainage feature which was likely wetland (based on 1960’s USGS topographic maps). The USGS map (Figure 2) shows
a stream originating at the outflow of the constructed pond. The topography prior to the pond construction was relatively flat, as
shown on Figure 2. Extensive wetlands are typically present in topographically flat areas where surface and ground water collect prior
to discharging to the stream during high water periods. Aerial photographs (Figures 3A, 3B and 3C) show the area of the pond prior
to construction and after construction.
Based on topography and pre-construction aerial photos (Figures 3A and 38), the pond construction likely resulted in a conversion
of forested wetland to open water creating a temporary wetland vegetation disconnect to Wetland A-1. However, it appears from lowlevel oblique aerials (Figure 3C) that aquatic bed and/or emergent wetland has established over much of the pond since its
construction. This would re-establish the pond as wetland, though it now has a different vegetation cover type. The pond drains
directly into Wetland A-1 via a drainage feature (wetland/stream) approximately 90 feet in length as shown in Figures 1 and 3C. This
drainage is visible on the aerial photographs (Figures 3A and 3B) that predate the pond construction. The indicators of a previous
wetland connection (prior to conversion), the existence of the current short wetland/stream connection and aerial photo indicators of
current wetland indicates that the pond area should be included as part of the mapped wetland complex. The addition of the 4.02
acre pond to the 13.07 acres of Wetland A increases the total wetland acreage to 17.09 acres.
Again, Mr. Carr points to “Speculation” and ignores the factual information in our case for the connected wetlands that include the
pond. Again, these are misleading and unprofessional statements that ignore the facts that we present in our analysis and report.
Another example of Mr. Carr’s erroneous assertions is the statement on page 6 of his letter stating:
Bagdon Associates states “This species may nest in Wetland A and utilize Wetlands B and C for hunting”. This statement is pure
fabrication and is repeated by Mr. Lyons.
Our letter contains the following statement regarding the red-shouldered hawk which indicates it may nest in the wetlands comprising
the large wetland complex. This is not mere speculation, but is based on the known presence of this species in the area and the likely
presence of suitable habitat on the site.
Given the close proximity of the wetlands that comprise the wetland complex, it is certain that many of the wildlife species present
onsite utilize multiple wetlands within the complex for various life stages and functions. One example of many includes the redshouldered hawk which often nests in forested wetlands and hunts in adjacent and nearby forested and upland habitats. This species
may nest in wetland A and utilize wetlands B, C, and others for hunting.
These are just some of the examples that attempt to discredit our analyses and report. However, you can see that the assertions made
by Mr. Carr are not backed up by fact, as are the statements in our report.
If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me.
Sincerely,
Norbert Quenzer Jr.,
Professional Wetland Scientist, Certified Wildlife Biologist, Certified Ecologist - VP/Senior Ecologist
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Update: Thompson Education
Center (TEC)

Medley Rebuttal of TEC Paid Ad

August 10, 2015
Dear Editor,
It is unconscionable that Thompson Education Center (TEC)
insists on spinning yarns falsely characterizing itself as a
viable project, seemingly on the cusp of significantly
contributing to Sullivan County’s economic growth, (paid
advertisement, July 24, 2015) when the facts indicate
otherwise.
The ad claims, “Thompson Education Center has already
moved to the planning and construction stage,” creating an
erroneous impression of TEC being on the fast track toward
building its venture. However, since May 2013, when TEC
presented its initial concept, this undertaking has not
progressed beyond the application phase of the State
Environmental Quality Review process. Notably, TEC’s
environmental analysis will be particularly stringent due to
presence of the 146 acre Harlen Swamp Wetland Complex,
listed as a conservation priority in New York State’s Open
Space Plan, as well as proximity of the Bashakill Wetland
System, through which TEC’s drainage flows, recommended
as a priority in the 2014 Plan. And…then there are subdivision
approvals to be obtained. Therefore, realistically, TEC is far
from erecting anything.
Contributing to this protracted pace is TEC’s propensity for
altering its proposals along with a dogged determination, with
its current design, to foist 4.5 million square feet of
development onto a 573 acre parcel whose zoning prohibits
such intensive use.
Further exposing the fragility of TEC’s future is intervention by
the Securities and Exchange Commission, which recently
issued a subpoena for the Town of Thompson’s TEC/China
City file, presumably as a precursor to investigating the
company.
So, while TEC touts being the “Platinum Sponsor” of a Sullivan
County Partnership for Economic Development event and
other media venues depict TEC representatives with shovels
in their hands, presently TEC is all show and no substance.
Sincerely,
Paula Medley, President, Basha Kill Area Association

By Paula Medley

For months, TEC’s forward movement has virtually
ceased. Consequently, desperate to convince the public
(and investors) of their continued viability, TEC has
fabricated supposed progress via paid advertisements, by
sponsoring high profile conferences, and engaging in other
media hype. Instead of achieving positive results,
however, these tactics have magnified TEC’s weaknesses
and damaged their credibility (see Medley rebuttal of TEC
paid ad in Sullivan County Democrat).
Amplifying TEC’s woes was recent intervention by the
Securities and Exchange Commission, which obtained
developers’ complete file from Town of Thompson,
presumably as a precursor to investigating the company.
As always, we will regularly inform members of pertinent
project happenings.

7 Peaks Update continued from page 36

necessitating 100 foot wide buffers. Since DEC rejected last
year’s petition, BKAA leadership and advisors believed
Quenzer’s probe would “red flag” weaknesses (if they existed)
in our original arguments. However, Norbert deduced that
TES’s reasoning was incorrect and that BKAA points remained
sound (see Quenzer communication ).

Recently, the BKAA discovered that 7 Peaks and an adjoining
parcel, Mountain Road Preserve LLC (MRP), model homesite,
were in arrears with property and school taxes. Currently, 7
Peaks owes $69,970.27 in property and $13,422.28 in school
taxes, while MRP owes $26,167.51 in property and $3,300.25
in school taxes, for a total exceeding $100,000 in delinquent
payments. According to Mamakating’s Zoning Code, “no final
approval or permit related to real property issuable by any
board, officer, or employee of the Town of Mamakating
including, but not limited to a building permit, demolition permit,
subdivision approval, special use permit, site plan approval or
variance, shall be issued, granted, or approved unless all
property taxes and other assessments, liens, and other charges
previously levied by or on behalf of the Town of Mamakating
upon the real property which is the subject of the approval or
permit, together with any interest or penalties thereon, have
been paid to the Town of Mamakating.” Therefore, while it
appears subdivision approval can be withheld until 7 Peaks
property taxes are paid, it is questionable whether the current
SEQR process can be similarly impacted.

As always, the BKAA will closely scrutinize 7 Peaks’ status and
convey pertinent information when it emerges.

7 Peaks Soil testing continued from page 37
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stages of review. The information is vital in determining the
potential adverse impact of these systems. The testing
should be done during “representative” conditions (not dry
periods or wet periods) and should be witnessed by the
Town Engineer to verify the results.
We thank the Board for the opportunity to comment and
participate in this project’s review process. Feel free to
contact me with any questions.
Sincerely,
Willingham Engineering, PLLC
Andrew Willingham, PE

Celebrate this year’s notable achievements and hear the
latest updates at our Annual Meeting on Saturday, October
24, 2015 at the Phillipsport Community Center, 657 Red Hill
Road, Phillipsport, 12769, several miles north of Wurtsboro
off Route 209. Registration commences at 9:30 am, when
dues may be paid, with only solvent members receiving a
ballot. Light refreshments will be available then, also. Call
to order occurs promptly at 10:00 am. Participants will be
treated to a special offering of “Birds of the Basha Kill” by
Lance Verderame and John Haas. Additionally, there will be
an informative interactive discussion of 2014-2015
highlights, election of officers and board members, along
with awards. As usual, the finale will be a drawing for
intriguing door prizes (all donated). BKAA merchandise,
like Basha Kill field guides, John Haas birding publications,
and sweatshirts, all $20 apiece, will be available. See you
there!

Questions? Email info@thebashakill.org or contact Paula
Medley directly at (845)754-0743.
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Dylan & Rachael Broder
Sullivan County Trail Committee
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Mamakating Zoning Code
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