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See story page 3

Group photo of BKAA 2015 Cleanup!

Young Volunteers at a dump site.

Monticello Eco Club members hard at work.

All Photos by
Linda Lou Bartle

Nature’s Kids 4H Club on the D&H Canal.

Bob & Marilyn Fiore provide lunch for over 100 people.
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Summer 2015

Angelo Correa — Rebekah Creshkoff — Cynthia A. Garlan — Joseph Giunta — Ann Hall — KerryLynn Huber
Mitchell Klein — Dianna Levine — William & Mickey Maher — Chris Price — Beverly Rihn
Karen VanDyk — John, Susan & Sean Ward — Christopher White

Donations in Memory of Catherine Abate
Elaine Alden & June O. Goldberg

Summer 2015 Donors

Carol & Michael Alpert — Wilma Amthor

Arlene D. Borko —Martin Borko — Sylvia C. Colella
Angelo Correa — Josh Dornfest — David Esmond
Jayne & William Fiero — Judith Hazen

Don Kenny — Jean L. Klaiss — Monique Lipton
Diana Lynn — Suzanne Mackson

William & Mickey Maher — Alvin Mann
Kyle McLaughlin — Karen Miller

Robin Dodson & Jeffrey A. Moore

David C. Munford — Sandra Radinsky

Ruthmary W. Weinger, the Inn at Lake Joseph
Christopher White — Anne L. Williams

CONTACT THE BKAA

Paula Medley 845-754-0743, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. email: info@thebashakill.org website: www.thebashakill.org

CONTACT THE DEC

Forest Rangers: Logan Quinn 845-240-6792 (cell) Alexander Virkler 845-905-6000 (cell)
Conservation Officer: Michael Bello 845-665-5489
If Mr. Bello is not available, call 24-hour Law Enforcement Dispatch 1-877-457-5680
The Guardian is published quarterly by the Basha Kill Area Association Inc., PO Box 1121, Wurtsboro, NY 12790.
President: Paula Medley • Vice-President: Anita Altman • Treasurer: Monique Lipton
Corresponding Secretary / Membership: Marcia Briggs Wallace • Recording Secretary: Christine Saward
Board Members: Linda Lou Bartle • Jackie Broder • Fred Harding • Bill Lucas • Susan O’Neill
Publicity & E-mail Coordinator: Susan O’Neill • Alerts Coordinator: Hattie Grifo
Water Testing & Facebook Coordinator: Linda Lou Bartle
Nature Watch Co-Leaders: Maryallison Farley, Kevin Keller & Cathy Liljequist
Guardian Editor: Paula Medley
Mission Statement: Since our founding in 1972, our mission has been to protect the
Basha Kill Wetlands and surrounding area from ecological degradation,
to promote education and respect for the environment in general, and to preserve the beauty of the area.

We welcome new members who are interested in protecting the environment. Dues are $10 per person per year.
BKAA is a not-for-profit corporation and donations are deductible to the extent allowed by law.
website: www.thebashakill.org • e-mail: info@thebashakill.org
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34th Annual BKAA Cleanup
Paula Medley

Wow, we experienced glorious weather for our cleanup!
Sunny skies and unseasonably warm temperatures (in the
80’s) prevailed, doubtless contributing to involvement by a
record breaking 100 plus participants. The latter included:
Mickey Maher, Mayor of Wurtsboro, Bill Maher, President
of Wurtsboro Renaissance, along with representatives
from Monticello High School’s Eco-Club, Nature’s Kids 4H Club, and Minisink Valley High School.

mesmerized by the warmth, few budged from their chairs
or rocks until all prizes were awarded. “Props” to all who
dismantled this venture’s infrastructure.
In conclusion, our 34th Annual Cleanup was extremely
successful as widespread litter was eradicated amidst a
convivial atmosphere that fostered new friendships and
renewed old ones. See you next year!

Thanks to the following who contributed to a highly
successful 34th Annual Cleanup. We apologize for any
errors.

Many registered early, receiving door prize tickets from
Linda Lou Bartle and an opportunity to purchase chances
for Jane Jordan’s fabulous watercolor print entitled
“Phillipsport 1900.” After signing in, attendees acquired
assorted garbage bags, some biodegradable, and critical
recycling instructions from Monique Lipton and Bill Lucas.
Next, they advanced to John Lavelle’s station, where John
effectively divided the huge throngs into workable crews
for assignments throughout the wetlands ecosystem,
ensuring maximum resource coverage.

Dalvin Aboagye - Judy Adams - Carol Alpert - Mike Alpert
- Anita Altman - Ellen Ames - Samantha Anderson - Paula
Baldinger - Scott Baldinger - Linda Lou Bartle - JoAnn
Berger - Arlene Blaum - Travis Blaum - Eric Booth - Galen
Booth - Pam Booth - Arlene Borko - Maureen Bowers Dylan Broder - Jackie Broder - Rachael Broder - Frank
Brusinski - Janet Campbell - Gef Chumard - Alice Cross Bob Cross - Wayne Decker - Jean Doe - Gay Donofrio Stephen Erny - Susan Erny - Scott Fairbanks - Bob Fiore
- Marilyn Fiore - Kirsten Gabrielsen - Kristen Geazer William Geelhoed - Joe Giglio - Dave Ginsberg - Vivian
Ginsberg - Lorry Green - John H. Haas - Fred Harding JoAnn Hegarty - Lela Hogan - Stephen Hong - Cliff
Johnson - Jane Johnson - Gil Kulick - Eileen Lake - John
Lavelle - Riley Lindholm - Monique Lipton - Bill Lucas Donna Lukacik - Jim McKeegan - Harry Madnick - Bill
Maher - Mickey Maher - Michael Medley - Paula Medley Karen C. Miller - Jeffrey Moore - Maggie Moore - Alexandre
Morand - Frances Nankin - Martin Nankin - Diana Narballo
- Floyd Nower - Susan O’Neill - David O’Rourke - Rebekah
Pavlick - Ronnie Pfeister - Ellen Pilipski - Anne Prather Beverly Rihn - Courtnay Roberts - Doreen Rooney Colleen Roth - Christine Saward - Dennis Shea - Kathleen
Shea - Asher Smith - Daniel Smith - Lila Smith - Debbie
Smithem - Mark Spina - Carol Stahle - Cassidy Swensen
- Burt Thelander - Edward Van Buren - Karen Van Dyk Renette Vealey - Tara Vero - Taylor Vero - Linda Vrydaghs
- Steven Vrydaghs - Marcia Briggs Wallace - Andy Weil Matt Wein - Valerie Wesley - Brad Wild - Anne Williams Matt Wilson - Conor Woods - Judi Zollweg - and 5 Minisink
Valley High Schools students.

Michael Medley assumed his troubleshooting duties, sadly
without sidekick Catherine Abate, determining volunteers’
needs, ensuring workers’ safety, and retrieving collected
refuse. John Lavelle ably assisted Mike. Recyclables,
encompassing metal, aluminum, plastic, and glass were
separated by Anita Altman, Jackie Broder, Fred Harding,
Gil Kulick, Monique, Bill, and Christine Saward. While
several members observed less debris this year, others
encountered decades old mini-dumps, laden with endless
rubbish. Ultimately, Fred’s trailer was packed with
recyclables, which were later transported to the landfill.
Thanks Fred for your yeoman labors and kudos to Rock
Hill’s Thompson Sanitation for again donating an
indispensable receptacle.

Following the obligatory group photograph, shot by Linda
Lou, who recorded numerous images throughout the day,
President Paula Medley commended everyone for their
exceptional efforts. She particularly acknowledged Marilyn
and Bob Fiore for lovingly preparing the event’s sumptuous
dining extravaganza.

During the al fresco luncheon, individuals networked,
socialized, and shopped. Many purchased tee shirts,
totes, and publications from Marcia Briggs Wallace, who
expertly coordinates the organization’s merchandise
operation and whose salesmanship garnered $200 for
BKAA coffers.

IN MEMORIAM:

SALVATORE TORNABENE

The raffle for Jane Jordan’s print, won by local artist Janet
Campbell, raised another $350.

Finally, there was the drawing of countless unique door
prizes donated by Ed Connor (gorgeous Basha Kill
photos), Linda’s Office Supplies in Goshen, Monique
Lipton, and the Medleys. Savoring lunch and seemingly
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It is with profound sadness that the BKAA announces
the passing of valued member, Salvatore Tornabene
whose long-time support is gratefully acknowledged.
We send heartfelt condolences to Gloria M.
Rothstein, his family, and friends.
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All activities free and open to the public!

moonrise over the ridge as you discuss the area’s natural
history. Meet at the Haven Road DEC parking lot (209
side). Contact Gary at (845)386-4892 for additional facts.

Weekends through Sunday, June 28
Nature Watch at the South Road Boat Launch
Join trained BKAA Nature Watch Volunteers at the South
Road boat launch to learn more about many residents of
this amazing wetland. View the nesting bald eagles and
other birds. Equipped with two powerful spotting scopes
and lots of information, the Volunteers will help you get to
know the Basha Kill a little better. Bring your children, other
family members and friends of all ages for some fun in the
outdoors! From 10:00am to 4:00pm every Saturday and
Sunday between April 26th and June 29th. Call Maryallison
Farley at 845-888-0261 or Patricia Diness at 845-386-5024
for more details.

Saturday, August 8, 5:30 am
Sunrise Walk with Gary Keeton
Rise and shine! Enjoy the Basha Kill’s wonders from a
different view. Meet at Haven Road DEC parking lot (209
side). Call Gary at (845)386-4892 for information.

Saturday, September 26, 10am
Canoe/Kayak the Basha Kill
with Scott Graber and Mike Medley
Join naturalists Scott and Mike for a late season venture
on this first day of autumn. Bring your own vessel. Meet at
the South Road Boat Launch. Call Mike at (845)754-0743
to register and for more details.

Saturday, June 13,10am
History of D&H Canal with Gary Keeton
Join Gary for a walk through time. Ever wonder about local
stone walls and foundations? Curious about how people
farmed the rocky soils or the relationship between the
Basha Kill and Pine Kill? Oh, and learn about the canal,
too! Meet at the DEC access road on Route 209 across
from the Hometown Deli in Westbrookville. Contact Gary
at (845)386-4892 for particulars.

Sunday, October 11, 9:30am
Hike the Shawangunk Ridge with Mike Medley
Moderately difficult hike, lasting 4-5 hours.
Wear
comfortable sturdy shoes and bring water and lunch. Meet
at the D&H Canal Kiosk at the Pat Moore Memorial Picnic
Grove on Sullivan Street in Wurtsboro. Must register by
calling Mike at (845)754-0743.

Saturday, June 20, 8:30am
Natural History Walk with Jack Austin
Stroll 2-3 miles on level terrain with naturalist Jack Austin as
you see and listen to what is nesting, growing, and maturing
in mid-summer. Wear good walking shoes as there may
be wet areas and bring insect repellent. Meet at the Stop
Sign parking area, off Haven Road (South Road side). For
information, contact Jack at (845)856-0706 or cell at
(845)649-8720.

Saturday, October 17, 9:00am
Hike the Minisink Trail at Huckleberry State Forest in
the Town of Greenville with Mike Medley
Join Mike on a beautiful 5 mile loop hike on the
Shawangunk Ridge. Wear comfortable sturdy shoes and
bring water and lunch. Carpool or travel in a caravan led by
Mike. Meet at South Road fishing platform (Westbrookville
end) at 9:00am. Absolutely must register for this trip by
calling Mike at (845)754-0743.

Saturday, July 11, 10 am
Reprise of History of the D&H Canal with Gary Keeton
Meet at DEC access road on Route 209 across from the
Hometown Deli in Westbrookville. Contact Gary at
(845)386-4892 for details.

Friday, July 31, 8:30pm
Moonlight Canoe/Kayak Adventure
with Scott Graber and Mike Medley
Experience the Basha Kill from a unique perspective! Must
bring your own vessel. Meet at South Road Boat Launch.
Should register and check trip’s status with Mike at
(845)754-0743.

Saturday, August 1, 8:30 pm
Moonlight Walk with Gary Keeton
Amble along Haven Road and the Railroad Trail. Enjoy
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Fifty Shades of Green!

Reprinted with permission of Sullivan County Audubon Society

manufacturer or retailer for disposal

In tribute to the theatrical release of E.L. James’ bestselling novel by a similar title, here is a titillating &
thought-provoking list of fifty sustainable habits that
should be a part of everyone’s green routine in Sullivan
County:

28. Reject use of disposable polystyrene plastic – foam
and rigid

29. NEVER flush unwanted medications down the toilet
or sink

1. Reduce impulsive consumption of material goods electronics, toys, building materials and food

30. Properly dispose of unwanted medications in
Sullivan County Rx Drop Boxes at police stations

2. Grow your own food

31. Hunt & fish in Sullivan County’s world-class forests,
lakes and streams

3. Preserve (pickle, can, dry, freeze etc.) unwanted
food for later consumption

32. Participate in Sullivan County Household Hazardous
Waste Collection Events

4. Recycle

5. Don’t smoke – and quit if you do

33. Never dump petroleum products on the
ground –recycle properly at transfer stations instead

6. Repair damaged items – then reuse or donate them

7. Compost

34. Reject use of illegal drugs

8. Drive less – walk and bicycle more

35. Share vehicles and expensive yard equipment with
trustworthy neighbors

9. Consume more locally grown produce

36. Discard medical sharps properly at hospitals and
nursing homes

10. Eat less meat

11. Drink more water – and less sugary beverages

37. Join the library for reusable media needs – books,
dvds, cds, streaming resources, etc.

12. Avoid artificial sweeteners

13. Eat more organically-grown produce

38. Turn off/unplug unneeded lights & appliances

14. Procreate responsibly

39. Replace disposable batteries with rechargeable ones

15. Carpool whenever possible

40. Use local honey and maple products for sweetening
needs

16. Take a hike

41. Contact the Direct Marketing Association for ‘junk’
mail relief

17. Shop locally

18. Heat with renewable energy – wood, biomass, solar

42. Join & support local environmental clubs

19. Join New York’s Land Grant University System –
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Sullivan Co.

43. Gain higher education locally, first – Sullivan Co.
Community College

20. Landscape with plants that produce edible crops –
blueberries, hardy kiwis, apples, raspberries,
walnuts, etc.

44. Enjoy Sullivan County’s parks & recreational
opportunities

45. Raise chickens

21. Reject use of Genetically Modified Organisms
(GMO’s) as food

46. Meet your neighbors -and support your community

22. Do not use synthetic pesticides - glyphosate
(Roundup®), etc.

47. Research purchases carefully before making them
48. Volunteer your time to help those less fortunate

23. Use only natural cleaning products

49. Join a food co-op/CSA

24. Mow lawns less - leave clippings on lawn

50. Get involved – help local Planning Boards review
impacts from new developments - runoff, sewage,
noise, pollution, emissions etc.

25. Shop at thrift stores first

26. Drive the greenest, most fuel/energy-efficient vehicle
you can afford
27. Return unwanted packaging materials to the
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By Bill Cutler
April 2015
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A Class in the Sun
By Jonathan Hannes

sample size of the student’s overall experiences. They
were much more influential teaching tools than any video
or biology textbook could offer. Some of these experiences
may even last a lifetime for these students.

It was a simple idea from fellow Monticello High School
science teacher Samantha Anderson who exclaimed as we
were hiking in the Catskills, “let’s take our kids on a field
trip.” We are both nature junkies and realize that the
outdoors is full of teachable moments, so why not bring our
kids along? Our immediate solution was to arrange a trip to
the Bashakill. It is in our community, has spectacular
biodiversity, and many of our kids have never been there.
Some of our students have never been hiking… Period.
Although the idea of a trip was “simple” it took a great deal
of planning, commitment, and creativity, from several
talented individuals that made this fieldtrip the success that
it turned out to be.

All in all, this was a fun experience that I would like to
incorporate into my curriculum for the future. This trip would
not have been possible without the hard work and donation
of time from several individuals. I would like to thank BKAA
volunteers Jack Austin and Mike Medley for their
informative nature walks, MaryAnn Halchak and Michael
Dunckley for setting up scopes and aquatic life sampling
stations, and Pat Vissering for encouraging us to build
birdhouses and then taking the time to discuss their
importance with students. I’d also like to thank Donald
Waddell for teaming up and helping to fundraise,
Samantha Anderson for her ideas and impeccable
organizational skills and Carole Spendley for great
pictures. Thank you Christine Hart and Corine Dunlap for
chaperoning. Last of all, I would like to thank Paula Medley
for her time and networking that brought like-minded
individuals together that provided several different learning
activities for our students.

As Samantha and I were having our early discussions
related to the trip, technology teacher Donald Waddell was
hired in our district. Donald hit the ground running and was
collaborating with our science department immediately. His
students built us planters to transplant our germinated
plants and constructed birdhouses and bat houses. We
sold these products and used the profits to fund our trip. As
Don’s kids were building birdhouses, I thought “Hey, the
Bashakill is a birders haven, maybe we should see if the
Basha Kill Area Association (BKAA) would like us to donate
some houses; it would be a great opportunity for the
students to see their hard work put to use in a pristine
nature sanctuary.” This is when I began talking to Senior
Wildlife Biologist for the DEC, Pat Vissering. Pat provided
guidance as to what kind of houses we should build and
which species of birds they would accommodate. The
students built houses for wood ducks, blue birds, and
kestrels. When we finally got to the Bashakill on May 7, the
students presented their houses to Pat and other DEC
wildlife biologists. Pat provided an informative speech and
highlighted how important it is for humans to have positive
impacts on the ecosystem and biodiversity.

It was a sunny, beautiful day in the lower eighties when we
arrived at the Bashakill. We couldn’t have asked for a more
perfect day. The kids were excited to get out of the
classroom and I was excited to see kids enjoying
themselves in nature. Getting outside is especially
important because cell phones have almost grown as a
new appendage for this generation. It seems that our
present youth is fixated on technology and social media
and have lost touch with the natural world. It was a
powerful experience for me as an educator to witness kids
getting dirty, catching frogs, and not staring at a cell phone
screen for a few hours. One group even got to observe our
country’s national bird the bald eagle. Other students were
using nets to examine the abundance of wildlife from a
small scoop of the wetland. These examples are a small

Verdant Sites
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POETRY CORNER

Silvia Di Giulio-Colella
It was the month of May.
I was on my way out
Saw a construction site
Some men had stopped to
dry their brow, one shied
a little aside and looking
at a bush, looking closer,
bending a little, while the
others began throwing wild
jokes his way.
He was looking at roses that were
in full bloom. Emitting a power for
a man to stoop and step away from
the group. To have a soliloquy with beauty,
as the sun shone in all its glory and
framed these aspirations.
Distancing himself some more,
he heard a trilling brook and,
bending again closer, whispered
oh blessed brook discerning
at the way your water laps
your margins, leaving the eye to awe.
Meandering quite a while, he was walking back
to the group. He smiled at the empty site
and thought - sorry guys, I didn’t say bye.
I’ll see you bright and early tomorrow.
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A grey tree frog joins in song and shade at the Bashakill Vineyards on
May 17, 2015. Photo by Linda Lou Bartle

Watchable Wildlife
at the Basha Kill

Beavers accompany a kayaker for a spring cruise on May 9, 2015.
Photo by Justin Schmidt

In early April, one of the Osprey begins the arduous
task of nest building. Photo by Justin Schmidt

Male turkeys show their stuff around the BK
neighborhood April 3, 2015. Photo by Eleanor Knieriemen
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Female Baltimore Oriole in breeding plumage on
May 20, 2015. Photo by Wilma Wanser Amthor
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Benjamin Franklin Was Wrong: In Defense of the Bald Eagle
Nora Brusinski (from my Honors Capstone presentation)

Legal reasons are one of the key motivations for eagle
protection.

Benjamin Franklin once wrote “I wish the bald eagle had
not been chosen as the representative of our country; he
is a bird of bad moral character; like those among men
who live by sharping and robbing, he is generally poor, and
often very lousy. The turkey is a much more respectable
bird and withal a true, original native of America.” Many
people would be glad that he did not win in the debate of
the national bird, considering the bald eagle’s extreme
significance. Regardless of the bird’s ethical character, it is
a fascinating specimen. The bald eagle is the only species
of eagle which is native only to North America. This,
combined with its majestic looks, was the reason it was
chosen as the national bird of the United States of
America.

The Migratory Bird Treaty Act, the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act, and the Endangered Species Act are
similar in some ways. They all provide protection from
physical harm and poaching as well as forbidding transport
and commerce. However, there are some key differences.
Of the three, only the Endangered Species Act explicitly
protects habitats. The Migratory Bird Treaty Act does not.
There have been conflicting court findings regarding
habitat protection under the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act. Private Citizens have also lost the right to
bring court cases regarding eagle protection which they
had under the Endangered Species Act. The federal
government now also has immunity under the Bald and
Golden Eagle Protection Act and the Migratory Bird Treaty
Act, while under the Endangered Species Act it could be
held accountable.

Bald eagles are one of environmentalism’s most lauded
success stories. On the brink of extinction during the
1960’s, they have since rebounded and become abundant.
In 2007, they were even taken off the endangered species
list, although they are still considered threatened.
However, human activity still poses a serious threat to bald
eagles all over North America, so the country still has a lot
of work to do. Despite other economic and political
priorities, we must continue to protect bald eagles.

The Endangered Species Act provided protections for
eagles that the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act and
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act cannot match.

The laws of the land are not the only valid reasons to
protect bald eagles. There are also compelling social
reasons which will be enumerated in this section. Humans
have a devastating impact on the bald eagle, but the bald
eagle also plays a major role in many human activities. To
ignore this mutual relationship would be unfair to both
parties when arguing for the continued protection of this
bird.

Understanding the history of bald eagles in America is
critical for understanding both past and future conservation
efforts and the legal aspects of eagle conservation. In the
early days of the United States, the bald eagle was
abundant, with around 100,000 nesting eagles according
to some estimates. Its numbers were so large that some
people even considered it a pest. People feared that bald
eagles would carry off their livestock and even their
children. This lead to a widespread fear of the bird and an
increased rate of killings in the mid-1800s. The industrial
revolution was also taking hold in America at around this
time, leading to increased development and decreased
habitat, problems that still plague bald eagles today.

It was not until the next century that the government finally
realized that bald eagles were on the verge of extinction.
In 1940, they passed the Bald Eagle Protection Act, which
made it illegal to kill, sell, or own a bald eagle. This act
joined the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, passed in 1916, in
protecting birds. In 1978, bald eagles became protected
by the Endangered Species Act because of mounting
pesticide threats. This act made it possible for the
government to begin captive breeding programs,
reintroduction efforts, and other measures to ensure the
survival of the species. However, bald eagles have been
removed from the protection of the Endangered Species
Act since 2007.

The bald eagle is the national bird of the United States,
making it very important to American culture. It appears on
the National Seal as well as on some types of currency,
including the back of the quarter, the half-dollar, and the
silver dollar. In 1782, it was chosen to appear on the
National Seal by John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and
Benjamin Franklin. However, it wasn’t chosen as the
national bird until 1789. Its position as the only species of
eagle native to exclusively North America made it an
appropriate choice to be the national bird of the United
States. Throughout history, the bald eagle has been said
to represent “…strength, courage, freedom and
immortality” (from the article ‘Celebrating America’s
Freedoms’).
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The bird continues to be a source of pride for many
Americans. President John F. Kennedy even said, “The
Founding Fathers made an appropriate choice when they
selected the bald eagle as the emblem of the nation. The
fierce beauty and proud independence of this great bird
aptly symbolizes the strength and freedom of America. But
BALD EAGLE continued on page 9
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BALD EAGLE continued from page 8

regulation, improved nutrient cycling, climate regulation,
healthy native plant communities in upland and riparian
settings, which in turn contributes to soil fertility, stream
bank stability, healthy fish and insect populations, and
much more. Literally thousands of studies have shown
that when predators are removed from their food webs,
the systems become unbalanced and unhealthy, triggering
often-catastrophic alterations unlikely to ever be reversed.
We simply cannot keep the current pace of species and
habitat reduction/elimination if we want to remain healthy
ourselves” (n.d.).

as latter-day citizens we shall fail our trust if we permit the
eagle to disappear.”

Although the bald eagle’s status as the United States’
national bird is highly publicized, the Founding Fathers
were not the first to see value in the eagle. It is important
to recognize the societal significance the bald eagle has
held since before the formation of this country. To ignore
this significance is to erase an important part of the eagle’s
history.

Many Native American religious rituals require parts of an
eagle or even an entire bird. The demand for bald eagle
parts far exceeds the supply. Tribes or individuals
requiring an eagle for religious reasons are forced to
register with the government and wait their turn. However,
the list has thousands of entrants and is growing every
day. There is simply no way to provide the requisite
number of eagles requested. In addition, some tribes
require the eagle parts to come from a bird which has had
a “pure” death, meaning the eagle’s death has not been
caused by humans or their machines. Some tribes, like
the Northern Arapaho Tribe which holds a Sun Dance
ritual every year, require an eagle annually. Other tribes,
such as the Hopi, capture eagle chicks and raise them to
fledging age. They eventually kill the eagles and use their
feathers for rituals. They believe that killing the eagles
sends them to their spiritual home. Religious traditions like
these make it much more difficult for specific needs of all
tribes to be met consistently. Although this cultural
centrality occasionally comes into conflict with existing
laws, it nonetheless provides a compelling reason for
eagle protection.

Pesticides remain one of the biggest threats to bald eagles
today. Although DDT has been banned for many years,
the environment is still in its shadow today.

In 1962, Rachel Carson wrote a book called Silent Spring,
which brought the threat of DDT into the public eye. Her
book linked DDT to the decline of bald eagle populations
via thinning eggshells. These thinner eggshells broke
when the parents tried to incubate them, leading to lower
birth rates. With the question of bald eagles and DDT
being brought to the forefront, the government leapt into
action. DDT was banned in the United States in 1972.

However, DDT is not gone from the environment simply
because it has been banned. According to the Pesticide
Action Network, “USDA found DDT breakdown products in
60% of heavy cream samples, 42% of kale greens, 28%
of carrots and lower percentages of many other foods”
(2015). Breakdown products were also found in 99% of
humans tested. DDT also influences the development of
cancer, increasing the chance of breast cancer five-fold
for a girl exposed before puberty. Thus, DDT threatens
humans as well as the environment.

The third important reason why humans must protect bald
eagles has to do with the environment. Eagles are an
apex predator with the ability to strongly influence
ecosystems. An apex predator is a predator at the top of
a food chain that is not preyed upon by any other animal.
Removal of apex predators from their food web impacts
ecosystems in both subtle and overt ways. These impacts
can include soil fertility and quality of water as well as a
number of other environmental domains. In the same
way, eagles are very heavily affected by the environment
around them due to threats such as bioaccumulation of
toxins. Ecological threats to bald eagles include climate
change and pesticide use, which lead to a host of other
problems such as habitat loss.

The article “Ecological Role of Coyotes, Bears, Mountain
Lions, and Wolves” phrases it very well: “The health of
natural systems relies on the presence of predators,
especially apex predators. Intact, healthy ecosystems
provide benefits to humans such as clean water, forest
regeneration, seed dispersal, natural pest control, disease

Climate change is another pressing threat to the
environment today, reaching far beyond the realm of just
eagles. However, the effects of climate change are keenly
felt by birds. Although it is a large and difficult issue,
humans must address climate change when addressing
bird conservation.
There is a large amount of evidence supporting climate
change’s effect on birds. These changes may not be
positive, with some species hurtling towards extinction and
other species already gone.
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Climate change can cause the following changes in birds:
distribution changes, altitudinal shifts, changes in the path
and timing of migrations, and changes in the date of eggs
being laid. Unfortunately, there are many factors which
might make birds less resilient to climate change. One of
these is the genetic inability to adapt to changing
environments. Another is the unwillingness to move to
new habitats when old ones become unsuitable. Birds
BALD EAGLE continued on page 23
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BKAA Letter to DEC
Re: Remarks on NYS Bald Eagle
Conservation Plan

This plan is reviewed every few years and the BKAA
participated this year
April 6, 2015

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the 2015 Draft
NYS DEC Conservation Plan for Bald Eagles in New York
State (Plan). We applaud the scope and depth of this
comprehensive document which will guide NYS DEC staff
in the management of bald eagles, while also informing the
public about what actions need to be undertaken to carry
out this plan. We especially appreciate that the DEC will
participate in the environmental review of projects
potentially impacting eagles or eagle habitat (see Action 1A
- Executive Summary) and we feel that it is important that
the Agency continues to carry out this action.

The importance of public education and outreach in
protecting bald eagle habitat is discussed throughout the
Plan. We concur with this assessment and further
recommend that the Basha Kill Area Association’s (BKAA’s)
Nature Watch be cited as a prime example of such a critical
educational strategy. The BKAA is the long-time Adopt-ANatural-Resource Stewardship organization affiliated with
the Bashakill Wildlife Management Area. Among its many

educational and outreach activities, the BKAA sponsors an
annual Nature Watch Program at one of the primary access
sites to the Basha Kill. Dedicated volunteers equipped with
spotting scopes and a variety of educational materials carry
out public education and outreach on weekends during an
approximate 11 week period each spring. Nature Watch
focuses on bald eagle biology and viewing etiquette. One of
the two scopes is positioned for viewing of the Basha Kill’s
active bald eagle nest (an eagle pair has been nesting in
that vicinity since 1998 - see attached Nature Watch
Summary). The BKAA’s Nature Watch Program began in
2003 in cooperation with the NYS DEC’s Region 3 Wildlife
Office. Nest monitoring data collected by volunteers has
been submitted to that Office since Nature Watch began.

Commenting on the effectiveness of Nature Watch, the
Manager of the Bashakill Wildlife Management Area, Senior
Wildlife Biologist Patricia Vissering, recently stated in an
interview in the BKAA’s quarterly publication that “If the
Nature Watch wasn’t there, people would be intrusive.
They’d get too close to the eagles, and the eagles would
abandon their nest.”
Thank you for consideration of our recommendations.
Best regards

Paula Medley, BKAA President

Maryallison Farley, BKAA Nature Watch Co-Leader

Basha Kill Area Association:
Nature Watch Summary (March 2015)
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Enhancing Trail Development and Access
Burt Thelander

Recent Guardian issues have described Orange County
efforts to promote non-motorized transportation and
pedestrian connections in Orange County through
awareness, endorsement, and development of trails and
sidewalks. The Pathways Committee within the Orange
County Citizens Foundation (OCCF) collaborates actively
with elected officials, regulatory bodies, interested
individuals and community groups to promote innovation in
establishing non-motorized transportation options.

The OCCF Pathways Committee and Orange County
Departments of Parks/Recreation and Planning facilitated a
3/26/15 Trail Forum in Cuddebackville, New York to briefly
describe benefits of and plans to improve trail development
in western Orange County. Maps of currently existing
Orange County trails were examined by participants. A
recently established Sullivan County Trail Development
Committee representative participated, as did City of Port
Jervis and Town of Deerpark appointed and elected
representatives. Paula Medley represented the BKAA. The
well attended forum gathered citizen perspectives on what
can be done to improve access, promote public awareness,
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and listen to suggestions on what the public believes will
best meet their needs.

Diverse citizen suggestions emerged from the Forum.
Some participants were not aware of trails that currently
exist, and described desire to improve access to
information about trails and connections within specific
communities. The need to improve collaboration between
county departments and not for profit interest groups and
how to access state and federal funds to plan/develop/build
trails was discussed.

Sustained and persistent interest by citizens to promote trail
development is very important. Engaging your appointed
and elected local, county, and state elected representatives
to request use of limited resources to promote trail
development is essential. The BKAA and Pathways
Committee is making an effort to improve collaboration
among interested parties, and develop plans to improve
access and connections among trails.
If you have suggestions or questions, do not hesitate to
contact
Burt
Thelander
at
845-754-8876
or
bthelander@hvc.rr.com.

Mid-Hudson Area Retired Teachers - MARTA - Enjoy a Brisk May
Morning Hike at the Basha Kill with Mike Medley Mary Lou Deitrich

On a brisk Wednesday, May 20, a group of MARTA
members met at the DEC parking lot on Haven Road to
explore a little of the marvelous area called the Basha Kill.
It was a bit chilly so we all had on our sweatshirts or
windbreakers, cameras and binoculars. Mike was there to
meet us and guide us on our outing.
We proceeded down the old railroad bed from Haven Road
toward Wurtsboro. There was so much to discover. We saw
a beaver lodge but did not get to see the beaver. Mike
pointed out all different types of vegetation, explaining
which are native and which are invasive species.

We saw some of the wood duck houses that have been
placed throughout the Basha Kill. Mike explained how the
ducks have their chicks in these boxes and as part of the
natural process, the baby chicks must flutter down from the
box and gently bounce onto the ground below which is
softened by an abundance of pine needles and then head
across to the water. We wish we could have witnessed that
but not this time. He also explained that many other animals
inhabit these duck houses.

There is an amazing number of species of birds that call
the Basha Kill their home. Mike’s sharp eyes detected
eagles sitting high in trees, a beautiful wood thrush, oriole,
blue heron, etc. Perhaps a bird watching/bird identification

trip could be another outing for MARTA.

We progressed at a very leisurely pace and were fortunate
to get to spend time on one of the observation platforms.
The sky was incredibly clear and we could view the
beautiful mountains in the distance. We spotted a
headstone for someone’s precious pets and a stone bench
donated by O&R. We even got to converse with some
REAL hikers who had been hiking for 4 days and had a few
more days of travel.
After about an hour, it was time to head back to the cars.
There was so much more to observe on the way back and
I think we all left feeling like we couldn’t wait to come back
again soon on our own. We received the very informative
Basha Kill newsletter and I think a few of us, who were not
already members, intend on joining the Basha Kill
Organization.

This is a MARTA activity that we hope to continue for many
more seasons. In the fall, we are thinking of taking a longer
but still level, non-strenuous hike, along the D&H Canal.
Hope we can arrange this.
We want to thank Mike for his time and his expertise
answering the myriad of questions we had. This is my very
favorite MARTA activity and I cannot wait for the next one.
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“Extra! Extra!”: Liberty Press
The story of Liberty Press actually begins in Hungary in
1955 when Frank Benedek, of Liberty Press, was born.
The country of Hungary suffered greatly both during World
War II and afterward when it came under the control of the
Communist Soviet Union. Because of the horrible
oppression, Frank’s father, among many other Hungarians
at the time, decided to flee from their homeland in 1956 to
the freedom of bordering European countries. Along with
his young wife and their infant, they attempted to cross the
guarded border. Twice they were caught; once it resulted
in imprisonment for the senior Benedek. Their third effort
was successful, but only after baby Frank was given
sleeping medication to keep him from crying and alerting
the enemy AND Frank’s mother fell into a pit covered with
sticks and leaves, breaking her leg. So, Frank’s father
carried him in one arm and braced his mother with his other
arm as they crossed over to Austria. Next, they lived in Italy
for 5 years before immigrating to the United States. How
ironic that this family’s struggle for freedom ultimately
resulted in a printing business called “Liberty” Press!

Frank Benedek and his wife Nancy started their printing
business as “Impressive Impressions” in 1984 from their
home in Loch Sheldrake. They ran it for 10 years as their
children grew up. Their kids often helped out: their daughter
collated and stapled, their son learned how to run a press.

When Liberty Press (LP), located in Liberty, NY, went up for
sale in 1995, the Benedeks saw it as a business
opportunity. They wanted to buy LP and merge it with
Impressive Impressions. To do so meant they needed to
secure the funds to not only purchase the print shop but
also the building that housed it. The result was 3
mortgages! Because printing was quite profitable at that
time, they were able to manage the huge financial
responsibility while maintaining a comfortable working
capital to keep the enterprise going.

The logistics of the merger took some time for everything to
coalesce.
When they first bought LP, it was not
computerized; the acquired presses included an outdated
linotype machine and a Compugraphic. As LP expanded,
new equipment was purchased. Richard Phillips, a
pressman with the former LP establishment who often set
type by hand, stayed with the Benedeks for 11 years before
retiring.

Frank, an accomplished pressman for 40 years, is the
president and mastermind of LP. He operates the 4

Susan Erny
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presses. As vice president, Nancy Benedek wears many
hats including: office manager, bookkeeper/payroll, human
resources, customer service, bindery and cleaning
services! In 1996, Jon Heaphy came on board as a graphic
artist extraordinaire. He is also LP’s email correspondent.
These 3 hardworking, talented, warm-hearted individuals
are Liberty Press.

The relationship between LP and the BKAA started around
1990 with the renowned Elizabeth “Buff” McAllister. LP was
grateful that Buff and the BKAA stayed with them as they
transitioned from printing at home to the larger Liberty
facility. As the BKAA organization grew, so did the
GUARDIAN
newsletters!
Educational
programs,
environmental awareness and advocacy interests
expanded the page count and the rise in membership
increased the number of newsletters produced. Buff kept
the design of the GUARDIAN clean and efficient to
accommodate the expansion in articles submitted. The
next big step was the move to full color and the addition of
electronic delivery of the GUARDIAN. With Buff stepping
down as Editor-in-Chief after an amazing and dedicated 27year run, she turned the design reins over to Jon who
hopes to continue her legacy of dedication in putting
together the quarterly newsletter.

You might wonder, “Just what is involved in the production
of the BKAA’s newsletter?” The path to the finished edition
of each GUARDIAN is quite involved. Paula Medley’s
capable direction permeates the whole process. Articles,
letters, poems, photos, and calenders of events are
gathered from a myriad of sources. They are all funneled to
Liberty Press via the internet, faxing and yes, “snail mail”.
The information is gathered and stored on LP’s computer
system until Paula is ready to meet with Jon Heaphy. They
are in contact throughout the process as Paula coordinates
the flow of information to Jon. When they meet, closer to
the date of publication, Paula has organized the mountain
of information into sections she would like to see in the final
product. She edits much of the material before it comes to
LP, saving time. Once all the information is collected, edited
and organized, Jon works on formatting and placing the
articles, photos, etc. in a layout that readers have come to
expect. Proofs are made and sent to Paula. Last minute
changes are made right up until printing begins. Frank
Benedek runs the black and white pages on two presses
and Jon runs the color pages. While the printing process is
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SUNY Sullivan Celebrated Stone and Sun on Earth Day 2015

Kathy Scullion, Instructional Assistant, Division of Science, Technology, and Mathematics, SUNY Sullivan

The theme for SUNY Sullivan’s Earth Day Celebration this
year was Building on Stone: The Past, Present, and Future.
Many people don’t know that the SUNY Sullivan campus
was designed by the famous modernist architect Edward
Durell Stone. A newly formed Landscaping Committee on
campus has been studying Stone’s plan and drawings to
determine how closely we should follow the original
landscape recommendations as we improve areas on
campus. We have already replaced some unhealthy nonnative trees with the Witch Hazel that was suggested in
Stone’s plan. To commemorate our auspicious beginning,
we invited Mary Anne Hunting, author of Edward Durell
Stone: Modernism’s Populist Architect to be our first
speaker of the day. She also led an architectural tour of
campus.

current and future sustainability initiatives will inspire
members of the college community and beyond.
Throughout the day on Earth Day, tours were given for
participants to see many of these initiatives first hand,
including our composting facility, geothermal system, wind
turbine, community garden, and photovoltaic systems.

SUNY Sullivan President, Dr. Karin Hilgersom, took us into
an exciting future. Our current and future sustainabilityrelated academic programs will prepare students to take on
some of the environmental challenges that face us. Our

We received lots of positive feedback about the day, which
is wonderful, as long as the accolades are accompanied by
action.

Jennifer Grossman, a conservation consultant and founder
and president of FarmCo brought us into the present with
a realistic, but hopeful, look at the environmental challenges
(and opportunities) we face on local and global levels. She
emphasized that we are at a critical tipping point, but we
can turn things around if we reach a critical mass of people
who live their present lives as if the future matters.

A highlight of the day was the Power Up ceremony for our
breathtaking new 12 acre photovoltaic system. Consisting
of more than 7000 panels, the leasing company estimates
that the system will generate more than 2900 MWh of
electricity, and offset 4,417,700 Ibs of C02 per year. This
puts us well on our way to achieving our goal of becoming
a carbon neutral campus.

The true heroes of the day were the more than 25
environmental exhibitors who set up tables throughout the
corridors and interacted with attendees for more than 7
hours. They included environmental organizations, state
and local government agencies, farms, student clubs, and
businesses. The BKAA, Sullivan County Audubon Society,
and Truth Muller’s ‘Buddies for Bats” tables made me so
proud of the amazing advocates we have here for wildlife
and critical habitats.

SUNY Orange’s Earth Day Celebrations Continue to Grow
Kirsten Gabrielsen, SUNY Orange Sustainability Coordinator

The 2015 Earth Day celebrations were held at both our
Newburgh and Middletown campuses. Both campuses, on
different days, celebrated with several student clubs,
Master Gardeners, OC Soil and Water Authority, OC Land
Trust, the Middletown Heritage Trail Advocates, Basha Kill
Area Association, 511NYRideshare, and many others. In
addition, student led campus clean-ups took place at both
campuses and Arts and Communications students at the
Middletown campus set up the art installation, IF THEN .....
N O T, a ‘water-remediation’ call to wake up... Plant sales
raised funds to support the continued growth of our
Educational Garden projects at both campuses. To date,
we have installed the Native Woodland Garden, a
Xeriscape Garden, two Rain Gardens, and the new Devitt
Center Wetland Garden. The Gardens are maintained by
volunteer faculty, staff and students.

During the month of April, several lectures and events
featuring environmental topics were presented by the

college’s Cultural Affairs department. These events are all
free and open to the public and continue to draw large
audiences.

But Sustainability is not only for April! Throughout the year,
SUNY Orange continues to work toward reducing its energy
consumption and greenhouse gas emissions. Through
lighting upgrades, installation of new boilers and automatic
water faucet shut-offs, etc. we are already seeing significant
reductions and are excited to continue this trend in the
future. It is gratifying to note, that the 2009 Sustainability
Master Plan has been a great ‘guide’ for the college and
with a new updated Plan in place we are moving toward a
complete integration of Sustainable practices throughout
our institution.
If you would like further information on any of the items
mentioned in this article, please contact me at
kirsten.gabrielsen@sunyoranqe.edu
or
visit
www.sunyorange.edu/gogreen.
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Early Spring Waterfowl
Migration Walk ‘15

The Hub and the BKAA:
Collaboration for Education
and Preservation

John Haas

By Fred Harding

Even though it was a rather cold and damp morning in late
March, 18 enthusiastic birders joined Karen Miller and me
for the Early Spring Waterfowl Migration Bird walk on
Saturday, March 21st. It had been one of our toughest
winters in some time and people were anxious to venture
outside and see what was happening on the Bashakill. It
turned out to be a great morning of early spring birding and
camaraderie! Gordon and Lori Lam participate in this
outing every year and came all the way from Brooklyn the
night before to make sure they didn’t miss it.

Libraries across the country are transitioning from their
traditional roles as book repositories to one of community
anchor institutions. This is being accomplished by
expansion of their educational and cultural programming,
and also by increasing traffic and tourism to become
economic engines in their respective communities. The
Port Jervis Free Library is on the cutting edge of this
movement supported by the programming of its public
computer center, The Hub.

We began on Haven Road, walking along the causeway,
finding many species of waterfowl. Common and Hooded
Mergansers, Ring-necked Ducks, Common Goldeneye,
Bufflehead, Mallards, Black and Wood Ducks were all
seen. A number of folks commented on the singing Redwinged Blackbirds, calling them the first real signs of
spring! A small flock of Tree Swallows treated us to their
antics on Haven Road. It was amazing to observe these
tiny insectivores swirling and diving among the grasses
and ice fields of the still mostly frozen Bashakill. We
wondered if they could really find enough insects in the
cold temperatures. The sun finally came out and the
swallows became even more active, indicating their
successful efforts.

The Library frequently collaborates with another multipurpose entity, The Basha Kill Area Association (BKAA).
The BKAA is the premier environmental educational
organization in the State and also preserves and protects
the NY State DEC’s Basha Kill wetlands which draw
thousands of tourists to the areas each year.

On Saturday, April 11th, BKAA Outdoor Educator Michael
Medley co-led The Hub’s inaugural educational
Nature/History Walk with Elaine Votraw, a Hub Trainer. The
twelve participants walked the 3.5 mile D& H Canal
towpath from the Haven Road parking area to the beautiful
fields of the Westbrookville boat launch. The participants
detoured to wander through the gravestones from the
1800’s in the Brown Family cemetery and to reminisce at
the canal Pie Maker’s house. Michael shared the history
of the region, pointed out the remaining architectural
antiquities of the canal, and its early 20th century farming
history. He brought the group up to date on the importance
of the wetlands and the flora and fauna it supports.

From Haven Road, we moved to the Main Boat launch. In
March, you’re pretty much guaranteed a good show there.
We had thirteen Bald Eagles perched and flying around,
fishing the open waters off the Birch Trail. I didn’t know if
we could walk the Birch Trail, much of it still under several
inches of snow, but everyone opted to go. We only
traveled a short distance when we were treated to our first
of the year American Woodcock! It flushed from right along
the trail, flying over the open marsh and circling back to
land by us for a moment before deciding the other side of
the marsh was safer. We don’t often view this bird in
daylight.

We had now been out for nearly three hours and the rather
cool temps caused several birders to head home at this
point. The remaining group proceeded to the Deli Fields to
see what was happening there. It was a bit quiet, but our
dependable friend, the Eastern Screech Owl sat in his
hole, giving great looks for all. Afterwards, the walk’s
diehards went to Danny’s for a hot lunch and to discuss
our great morning of birding.

A few energetic souls retraced the trail back to Haven Road
while the balance returned by vehicle having comfortably
exercised their mind and body for the day.

For me, the walk was followed by a cool drink and a short
rest (often called a nap). Fully invigorated by both the walk
and the rest, I looked forward to the remainder of the
weekend and the next Hub/BKAA Nature walk on
Huckleberry Ridge. If you would like to participate in future
Nature/History walks, call me (Fred) at 845-820-2932.
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Long-time volunteer Eileen Lake with
newcomer Mitchell Klein at the Nature Watch
table. Photo by Linda Lou Bartle

Kevin Keller, who helps run Nature Watch, took this photo
during the 2014 season when visitors were watching the
growing eaglets. He called this photo the Tripod Farm.

BKAA’s Nature Watch in Action

Volunteer Matt Zeitler with
equipment that gets set up at the
boat launch. Photo by M. Farley

Volunteer Michael Dunckley helps
Sophia and Antonio Costa use a
spotting scope. Photo by M. Farley

Volunteer Maura Muller shows visitors a caddis fly larva that Truth
(in background) snagged with his net. Photo by Bob Muller

Eddie Rodriguez, a Basha Kill regular, helps his two small daughters
look at the bald eagles in their nesting tree. Photo by Linda Lou Bartle
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A New Hope for the Long Eared Bat
Truth Muller

On March 20th, 2015, a new hope for an imperiled species
of bat appeared on the radar of my program, Buddies for
Bats. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), with
assistance from the NYS DEC, decided to resurrect a fallen
plan to list the Northern Long-eared Bat as an Endangered
Species, a task which had failed several times previously.
Now, with White Nose Syndrome (WNS) having claimed up
to 99% of the Northern Long-eareds left, the bats need this
protection more than ever. With the
designation would come a protection
plan almost too good to be true: a tree
clearing ban across nearly half the
United States for the entire six-month
period that the bats are out and about,
from March to November.

As with virtually any attempt to protect
our environment, there was opposition
to this plan, stemming largely from
developers and local government
officials, who had been informed of the
issue much earlier and far more
thoroughly than the general public. The
situation rapidly spun out of control
when newspapers picked up the story,
with a negative spin claiming a bat
smaller than an apple would destroy
millions of dollars, hundreds of jobs
and countless projects if the bat
received any protection whatsoever,
further claiming that it could extinguish
an “economic boom” in Sullivan
County. A particularly negative article in
the Times-herald Record caused
several members of the Sullivan
County government to host a
conference call with the NYS DEC, encouraging them to
take as little action as possible on the matters at hand (even
though Sullivan County was one of the hardest hit by WNS).
Meanwhile, frantic developers, spurred on by comments in
the newspaper articles, began clear-cutting hundreds of
acres of trees as fast as possible in a horrific race to beat
the deadline, set on April 2nd.

With time fast running out, I decided to act. I explained the
situation on my program Facebook page, urging my page’s
followers to send letters to the DEC supporting full
protection for the Northern Long-eared. I myself wrote the
following letter to the Commissioner of the DEC, imploring
him to make the right decision.
Dear Commissioner Martens,

My name is Truth Muller, and I wish to express my concerns

on the position of the DEC relating to listing the Northern
Long-eared Bat as endangered. In 2011 I founded the
Buddies for Bats program, and have taught over three
million people across the United States the critical
environmental importance of bats. Many thousands of
these people are New York residents. I myself am a 15 year
resident of Sullivan County. It has come to my attention that
a tremendous amount of opposition has come out against
the Long-eared Bat being listed,
specifically because of the large
potential logging ban that would come
with it. Already, various developers
have left permanent scars on the face
of county and state alike because of
this ban, cutting trees by the tens to
hundreds of acres, simply because
they may not be allowed to do so later.
Stands of trees as large as city blocks,
which I myself have seen stand tall and
untouched for a decade have vanished
in so many days.

Business
leaders
and
local
government officials have scared the
public away from supporting the Longeared Bat, saying millions of dollars,
hundreds of jobs and countless
projects could be lost if the plan gets
the green light, claiming that it could
extinguish an “economic boom” in my
home, Sullivan County. I know for a
fact, and I am not alone in this
knowledge, that there is no “economic
boom” in Sullivan County. Every day
massive plans for huge developments
that will “revitalize the region” are submitted to our county’s
town planning boards by companies with one thing in mind:
personal profits. Forests are cleared, swamps filled in, lakes
drained, hills leveled, fields bulldozed, all just to “help the
county”. It never does, and of course not! The pristine
environment is Sullivan County’s sole tourist attraction; take
that away, and there is nothing to come here for. Those who
claim there is an “economic boom” in this county forget (or
chose to ignore) towns like Fallsburg, Middletown,
Monticello, Bethel and Ellenville, living, or dying, proof that
this county is hurting. “Progress” built a highway over
Parksville, cutting it off from the world and reducing it to a
ghost town with no businesses left alive. “Progress” has
cost our towns, businesses and organizations hundreds of
thousands of dollars keeping one of our state’s largest and
most environmentally valuable wetlands from being built
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upon. “Progress” built a Walmart where small businesses
were struggling to survive, and it extinguished them.
“Progress” is one thing, reality can be quite another.

We don’t need to cut down trees anymore to solve this
problem. Why not tear down decrepit buildings like the
Apollo Mall? Why clear more land to build more houses
when in in my own hometown, at least half a dozen houses
sit abandoned and empty for years, waiting to be sold to
people who need a place to live. If new buildings are still
needed, why not construct them on the massive swaths of
properties left behind by long-extinct resorts and country
clubs? The solution is in front of us, the choice to use it is
one we have yet to make.

Now, that is a personal perspective, and I am aware that
personal opinion does not necessarily translate to vital tax
dollars for New York State. But consider this fact, from the
USFWS 2011 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and
Wildlife-Associated Recreation: The fishermen, hunters,
birders, hikers, kayakers, leaf-peepers and wildlife
photographers have created a $9.2 billion dollar tourist
industry in this state. Without forests and the wildlife that
lives in them, that industry will fade away, for people who
come to New York for nature will find only stumps and
buildings.

There is even more reason to protect our state’s bats. Bats,
as unparalleled insect controllers, and one of the world’s
four greatest pollinators, save our agricultural industry as
much as $22.7 billion dollars a year just by keeping insects
off of crops and pollinating plants. If we have this logging
ban, it will not just protect one species, it will preserve
hundreds, even thousands of species of plants and animals
that need trees to live. In return, it will also protect the
incredible tourist trade that is created by simply leaving our
wildlife and wild places as they are. But it’s about more than
business and tourists. It is about protecting one of the most
unique and important creatures in the world, the only flying
mammal to ever exist. Isn’t it time we paid them back for the
50 million years of good they have done for our planet, and
us?

Summer 2015
4(d) Rule, which is, put very simply, a compromise plan that
balances out protection for the bat with how that protection
will affect humans.
Here is what the bats will get:

Complete safeguarding from intentional harassment, injury
or death from a human, except for removing them from
buildings (not a huge issue, Long-eared Bats prefer tree
roosts) and capture by licensed professionals (that privilege
will also expire after a year, requiring new permits), a ban
on any clear-cutting within a quarter mile of a known Longeared roost & preservation of known roosting trees during
the pup season (June and July), and prohibition on ANY
development within a quarter mile of a Long-eared
hibernation cave are highlights of the protection plan.

Perhaps even better than we could have expected, the
USFWS wants this protection plan to cover the entire area
affected by White Nose Syndrome, PLUS a 150 mile buffer
zone outside any affected US County. Only two states shy
of the bat’s entire range, and covering nearly half the USA,
this caliber of protection is, in a word, INCREDIBLE! It is a
true victory for one of the world’s most vital and fascinating
creatures.
Final Postscript:

Shortly after the decision on the Northern Long-eared Bat
was made, I received a reply from the DEC. They said
“Everyone who has read your message was impressed by
your passion for bats and conservation and I can assure
you we are committed to conserving bats and their habitats
in New York.” And “Your advocacy in support of additional
research on what can be done to address the disease is
both well-placed and welcome.” Quite a compliment!
Visit my Program’s Buddies for Bats Facebook Page at:
https://www.facebook.com/LilBrownBat

Please, on April 2nd, do what is right for Sullivan County,
your state, and its residents. Support full protection of the
Northern Long-eared Bat, our wildlife, and the tourist trade
that springs from it. We will ALL benefit from that decision.
Sincerely Yours,

Truth Muller — Age 15.

Buddies for Bats, Rock Hill, NY
April 3rd: The Verdict.

In the end, the Northern Long-eared Bats were designated
as a “Threatened” species, which is one notch below
Endangered. With this, they received something called a
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Leadership Sullivan Class of 2015 Visits the Basha Kill
Terry Grafmuller

On May 20, eighteen Leadership Sullivan (LS) participants
completed their nine month program by assembling at the
Bashakill Wildlife Management Area (WMA) in Wurtsboro
for a tour and presentation hosted by the Basha Kill Area
Association (BKAA), which has partnered with LS on this
annual event for eight years.

This outing commenced with a short walk from the Haven
Road DEC parking lot to the bridge, where Michael Medley
highlighted the Basha Kill’s history and described wetland
benefits. Medley’s talk was apropos as many LS students
have never visited the WMA and, actually, countless longtime county residents are unfamiliar with this resource even
though it is “right under their noses.”

After Mike’s remarks, all carpooled to the South Road Boat
Launch, where they were welcomed by BKAA President
Paula Medley who introduced BKAA member and Nature
Watch Volunteer, Nora Brusinski. Nora, who just turned
eighteen and volunteers on weekends educating visitors
about the WMA during Nature Watch, spoke knowledgeably
regarding eagle ecology. Even though no baby eagles
hatched this year, the group was lucky to glimpse, by
looking through a spotting scope, a Bald Eagle perched on

a branch above the nest. Everyone also viewed the Osprey
nest via a second scope and observed the young being fed
by their proud mom. Through this field trip, LS attendees
learned about one of the county’s natural gems and
likewise encountered a local youth’s passionate
environmentalism. Thank you so much BKAA for your
important role in our leadership program.

LS is overseen by Sullivan County Chamber of Commerce
Foundation and has been in existence since 1999. Every
year we spend September to May introducing LS students
(members of county businesses, agencies, organizations)
to what the county offers, each month having a different
theme: tourism, agriculture, education, crime and justice,
media and communications, and environment. In order to
hone leadership skills, LS classes are charged with
completing a project that helps a Sullivan County not for
profit through fundraising and “hands on” activities.
Most counties create projects, like LS, which have proven
extremely beneficial to the residents they serve, because
the more educated our county leaders, the more likely
Sullivan County will flourish!

Liberty Press continued from page 12

going on, Jon converts the GUARDIAN into electronic format and
sends it to the members who request email delivery. Once all the
pages are printed, Nancy and Jon begin the collation, stapling and
folding process. After roughly six days of production, the finished
product is picked up by Paula and Mike Medley and the distribution
by mail and other methods begins.

Being in the printing business for over 30 years has been a
challenge since the industry as a whole has been in decline in this
age of computers and internet. Nevertheless, LP has been able to
survive in the microcosm of Sullivan County by being small enough
to meet the needs of the towns, fire companies, school districts,
restaurants and other business organizations that LP serves. Many
have come to depend on LP to keep their businesses well supplied.
Not surprisingly, LP does not do any advertising, has no web page
and is not on Facebook. ( But they are in the good ole phonebook!)
Their stellar reputation for top quality work, gracious customer
service and fair pricing is widely known. The BKAA greatly
appreciates the fantastic working relationship we have with the 3
wonderful Libery Press staff and for the beautifully crafted
GUARDIANS they provide. Give me Liberty!
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Basha Kill Area Beautification Efforts
Helen Budrock, Community Planner

Since 2001, Sullivan Renaissance (a program of the Gerry
Foundation) has been providing small grants and other
resources to help community groups improve the
appearance of Sullivan County while building pride and
community spirit. In 2013, the Basha Kill Area Association
installed a new sign and gateway garden at the intersection
of Route 209 and Haven Road near Westbrookville. Last
fall, the BKAA participated in a demonstration program to
install deer-resistant bulbs at that same location. This year,
Sullivan Renaissance is funding several beautification
projects in the vicinity of the Basha Kill that will help improve
the appearance of several public and civic spaces.
The Town of Mamakating received a $1,500 grant to
enhance the town hall property with a pair of new gardens
with an Asian influence. These new gardens will be located
in an area between the building’s front wall and walkway,
which is now mostly lawn. According to their application,
the gardens will beautify the entire front of the building, and
may lead to interest in further landscaping of the overall
site, which includes an adjacent State Police barracks.
The Mamakating Library will also be beautifying its grounds
thanks to a $1,500 grant from Sullivan Renaissance this
year. Construction of the new library, which is located on
Sullivan Street in the Village of Wurtsboro, was recently
completed on a limited budget. Due to the tight budget,
there was no funding available for landscaping the new
building. Plans are now underway to install extensive
landscaping around the building and parking lot to enhance
the aesthetic appeal of the library, thanks in part to a
donation of $5,000 by Wurtsboro Renaissance. Other
planned enhancements include installation of a sprinkler
system and an outside patio seating area for reading and
educational programs.
Both of these projects should be finished by the first week
of August, and are part of Sullivan Renaissance’s annual
beautification competition. They will be competing against
other projects of similar size in the county for a first place
award of $10,000, a second place award of $7,000, a third
place award of $5,000 and several “special awards.”
In total, Sullivan Renaissance is providing funding to
twenty-four (24) groups spearheading new beautification
projects of various sizes throughout the county, and thirty
(30) organizations involving maintenance of previouslyfunded beautification projects.
One such organization is Wurtsboro Renaissance, which
has been involved in the Sullivan Renaissance program
since its inception.
Over the years, Wurtsboro
Renaissance has used grant funds and other awards to
construct and enhance the Veteran’s Park on Sullivan
Street, create a memorial garden and picnic grove at the
entrance to the D&H Canal Linear Park, install gardens at
the Wurtsboro Art Alliance, install and maintain several
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welcome signs, and more. Over the past fifteen years,
Wurtsboro has been awarded nearly $100,000 in grants
and awards through the Sullivan Renaissance program.
Finally, volunteers from the hamlet of Phillipsport have also
been actively involved in the Sullivan Renaissance
program, beginning in 2004. Beautification efforts in both
Phillipsport and nearby Summitville have been
spearheaded by the Phillipsport Community Center, which
won the top prize of $25,000 last year for their efforts.
All of these projects wouldn’t be possible without the help
and support of volunteers.
If you are interested in
volunteering at one or more of these projects this year,
contact Sullivan Renaissance’s Volunteer Coordinator Cara
Kowalski at (845) 295-2445. To learn more about Sullivan
Renaissance’s
programs,
please
visit
www.SullivanRenaissance.org.
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Mamakating Honors Four Who
Have Made a Difference
Jackie Broder

At a lovely brunch attended by approximately 80 people,
Mamakating’s Democratic Committee honored four pillars
of the community. On April 12th, The Eagle’s Nest hosted
the lovely event, helping the committee recognize those
who epitomize community and government working
together for the benefit of Mamakating.

Each individual was commended for excellence in a
particular area of expertise. Mr. Paul Deninno received the
Wurtsboro Award for Business Development, saluting his
creation of a business that enhances the area’s economy
while remaining conscious of its environmental footprint.
Mr. Mort Starobin was presented the Chairperson’s Award
for Excellence in Government for dedicated service to
Mamakating, including leading the effort to amend
Mamakating’s Zoning Code. Mr. Kerron Barnes accepted
the Historic Preservation Award for his talent in obtaining
grants for the Town’s Historic Preservation. And our own
pillar, Mrs. Paula Medley, received The Bald Eagle
Environmental Award for her dedication in conserving the
environmental integrity of Mamakating.
What struck me most while listening to everyone’s
speeches was the roundabout way honorees achieved
their current positions. Paula and Kerron notably
highlighted how life events, unbeknownst to them at the
time, groomed them for their present roles. Paula took it
one step further and accepted her accolade on behalf of
BKAA members, past and present, whose personal
journeys resulted in their becoming stewards of the
environment, especially the Basha Kill.
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The BKAA Applauds Mamakating Town Board’s Resolve to
Act on Proposed Zoning Amendments in July Paula Medley

After more than a year’s efforts, which involved eliciting
resident’s input at workshops and informational meetings,
Mamakating’s Town Board intends to approve proposed
amendments to the Zoning Code (Code) on July 7.

These amendments constitute Phase I of envisaged
changes, which will compel existing zoning to be consistent
with recommendations/goals of the Town’s prevailing
Comprehensive Plan (Plan), thereby mitigating the
appalling disconnect now evidenced between Plan and
Code. This conflict is particularly reflected by a Code, which
allows more intensive growth in less suitable areas than the
Plan suggests. Phase I, however, reduces density in
environmentally sensitive locales, while directing expansion
toward sites already possessing substantial infrastructure.

•

•

•

•

•

Phase I Recommendations: Reduce permitted
density to 1/3 of current densities.

The Code allows 1U/1AC, ten times the density
normally permitted in RVP districts.

Phase I Recommendation - Limit LIO to 2000 ft. from
Route 209, creating a buffer (minimum width of 500
ft.) between the LIO and RVP districts.

The Plan recommends west end of Yankee Lake for
“low-impact:” Resort and Office development
accessible from Exit 111 off Quickway (future I-86).

Phase I Recommendation - With closure of exit 111
and to better serve the environmental and water
quality goals of the Plan, rezone Yankee Lake’s PRO
to the Town’s second most restrictive zoning,
Mountain Greenbelt (MG).

Lake Mega - Neighborhoods (Part of the Bashakill
Wetland System)

Zoning map designates Neighborhood Residential
(NR) in more extensive than adjacent areas - as
much as 3/4 miles away.

Phase I Recommendation 1 U/7.5 AC for year round
units on Shawanga Lodge tract and 1U/AC for
transient overnight accommodations.

Zoning Map designates steeply sloping lands
adjacent to the D&H Canal and Basher Kill for
industry, because the Light Industrial Office (LIO)
district abuts the RVP district.

Yankee Lake Economic Development Area

Plan describes Lake Communities as adjacent to
Yankee, Wolf, and Masten Lakes. Recommends
future moderate density and mixed uses in these
areas.

Ridge and Valley Protection (RVP) - Shawanga Lodge

Wurtsboro Airport Economic Development Area
Includes Sensitive Natural and Recreational
Resources (Headwaters of the Basher Kill,
Shawangunk Ridge, D&H Canal Towpath.

Phase I Recommendation - Limit HC to within 1500 ft.
of the intersection, ensuring increased protection of
the Basha Kill and surrounding lands.

Exit 111 is slated for closure; Planned Resort Office
(PRO) allows more intensive resort development than
“low impact resort development.”

Ridge and Valley Protection (RVP - includes
Shawangunk Ridge and Basha Kill) and Mountain
Greenbelt (MG) Districts denser than Plan
Recommendations.

Plan recommends gross density of 1 U/25 AC in RVP,
1U/15 AC in MG. BUT Code allows 1 U/12 AC in RVP
and 1 U/5 AC in MG - Double to triple the intended
density.

The Plan recommends Hamlet Centers (HC) within
1500 feet of the Pine Kill Road and Route 209
intersection.

The Zoning Map designates a much more extensive
area for HC.

The BKAA especially commends the following modifications
within Phase I:
•

Westbrookville

Phase I Recommendation - Limit NR in vicinity of
lakes to truly “adjacent lands,” 563 acres NR instead
of the present 2189 acres. Remaining lands will be
zoned MG.

In conclusion, kudos to the Town of Mamakating for
listening to residents and promoting zoning revisions that
will lower density, thus preserving the Town’s critical natural
and cultural resources, enhancing quality of life, and
facilitating eco-tourism and other low-impact developments
in stimulating Mamakating’s economic sustainability.
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Update: Yukiguni
Maitake (YM)

????

Update: 7 Peaks

Paula Medley

Although YM remains static in Mamakating, worldwide the
company has recently undergone significant restructuring,
with US investment fund Bain Capital LLC acquiring 78.33
percent of outstanding shares in the major Japanese
mushroom producer (see Japan Times article). It is
uncertain how this circumstance will impact local plans.
Stay tuned!

Paula Medley

Although 7 Peaks still has not appeared before
Mamakating’s Planning Board (board) since the public
input session on November 18, this venture inches
forward, as evidenced by a workshop, attended by project
and town consultants with one town planning board
member, held on May 13. While this meeting was closed,
participants presumably discussed those outstanding
issues like stormwater, emergency access, (critical given
recent fires), groundwater, and septic systems, that must
be resolved before 7 Peaks’ Final Environmental Impact
Statement can be deemed “complete” by the board and
released for public examination.

Bain Capital Completes Tender
Offer for Yukiguni Maitake

from Japan Times — April 7, 2015

Major Japanese mushroom producer Yukiguni Maitake Co.
said Tuesday that U.S. Investment fund Bain Capital LLC’s
tender offer for the company has been successfully
completed.

As always, the BKAA will closely monitor this
development’s status and inform members of pertinent
happenings.

Bain Capital acquired 78.33 percent of outstanding shares
in Yukiguni Maitake, exceeding the 51.44 percent the fund
had set for an effective tender offer.

The BKAA Participates in
Dragon Springs’ DEC Permit
Renewal Process

The investment fund will attempt to buy all remaining
shares in Yukiguni Maitake to take full control of the
company, which is based in Minamiuonuma, Niigata
Prefecture.

Paula Medley

At this point, Yukiguni Maitake will be delisted from the
second section of the Tokyo Stock Exchange.

Dragon Springs’ proposal to expand operations to include
a new Residence Hall and an addition to the Rehearsal
Hall, necessitates a revised State Pollution Discharge
Elimination System (SPDES) permit renewal from DEC for
enhanced wastewater discharge (1200 gallons per day
(gpd) to 3760 gpd into an unnamed tributary of the Basher
Kill). An amended Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
(SWPPP) must also be prepared. BKAA involvement is
precipitated by this project’s potential negative impacts to
the Basher Kill as well as Dragon Springs’ history of noncompliance with Deerpark zoning requirements (See
Willingham letter).

Dragon Springs is a Buddhist Monastery located on Galley
Hill Road (off of Route 209) in Deerpark, which adjoins
Mamakating’s southern border. The Monastery’s pattern
has been to first construct and then seek requisite
approvals. While this stance may be changing, it remains
a “red flag” and warrants increased BKAA vigilance, like
actively engaging in Dragon Springs’ permit renewal
process. Stay tuned for future updates!

Bain Capital said it will fully cooperate with the current
management team at Yukiguni Maitake. The team has
been involved in a dispute with members of the company’s
founding family, including former President Yoshinobu
Odaira, who stepped down in 2013 following revelations of
illegal accounting practices at the firm.
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Willingham’s Dragon Springs Monastery Letter to DEC
Regional Permit Administrator
May 13, 2015

Dear Mr. Daniel Whitehead:

Our firm has been engaged by the Basha Kill Area Association (BKAA) to provide engineering consultation and
representation regarding the Dragon Springs Buddhist Monastery DEC State Pollution Discharge Elimination System
(SPDES) permit renewal. The BKAA serves as a watchdog, monitoring developments that threaten the valuable natural
resources located in the Bashakill Wetland System, such as Dragon Springs, which has a history of violations and
inconsistencies for not appropriately adhering to permit requirements.

Currently, Dragon Springs proposes to expand their operations to include a new Residence Hall and an addition to the
Rehearsal Hall. This enlargement necessitates a revised Stormwater Pollution Plan (SWPPP) and a revised SPDES
permit for additional enhanced wastewater discharge. Notably, this project releases wastewater into an unnamed tributary
of the Basher Kill. Due to the applicant’s past recalcitrance, the BKAA fears that Dragon Springs’ escalation will adversely
influence the Basher Kill. Consequently, we urge the DEC to carefully scrutinize these proposed alterations to ensure
that proper engineering standards/criteria are met and downstream impacts are avoided. After our initial review of DEC’s
Dragon Springs’ files, we offer the following for the Department’s consideration.

Background

This property has multiple ongoing permits with the DEC, including a SPDES permit for stormwater discharge and several
SPDES permits for wastewater discharge. On September 27, 2010, the DEC issued a Notice of Violation for turbid
stormwater flowing into the Basher Kill resulting from on site construction. The DEC inspector also found that the requisite
inspection reports and SWPPP were unavailable on site. It was further determined that the SWPPP on file did not
reference all of the disturbed areas. A revised SPDES permit was finally issued on December 20, 2011. As we
understand, following the 9/27/10 violation, the DEC’s oversight of the revised SWPPP, to ensure that all standards and
requirements were met, was a trying process.
The existing mound systems at Outfall #2 are placed to provide wastewater treatment and subsurface discharge.
However, the mounds have documented instances of ponding on the surface, indicating these systems are and have been
failing. Surface ponding suggests the historical release of untreated wastewater to the ground surface.
Proposed Wastewater Discharge Increase

Dragon Springs plans to increase the wastewater flow at Outfall #2 from 1,200 gallons per day (gpd) to 3,760 gpd. This
proposal involves a septic tank, grease trap, recirculating sand filter and mound systems for groundwater discharge.
Using mound systems is discouraged and should only be considered when no other options are available. In fact, they
are prohibited in certain New York counties. Additionally, onsite soil near the intended systems is poorly drained clay with
a high water table, making subsurface discharge difficult. Consequently, we are concerned about these systems future
failure given their historical ineffectiveness on site, exacerbated by poor soil conditions.

The walls of the suggested recirculating sand filter enclosure are to be built with ½ inch thick plywood and timber frame
of unspecified construction. However, a more robust enclosure should be examined (e.g. concrete, earth) to prevent
leaking or structural problems.
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan

A revised SWPPP must be furnished to demonstrate compliance with the stormwater SPDES permit. Runoff from areas
of scheduled disturbance and impervious surfaces must be captured and treated according to the DEC Stormwater
Design Manual. Given the site’s steep slopes, stormwater treatment may be challenging. We are unaware of a revised
SWPPP submission, but assume it is forthcoming. The previous violation of the stormwater SPDES permit (discharge
of turbid water into a Basher Kill tributary) should be considered during the Department’s review.
Conclusion

Recalling Dragon Springs’ history involving water quality violations and development activities proceeding without
mandated permits, we advise DEC to be particularly diligent when analyzing this latest permit application. The BKAA
remains dedicated to protecting the Basher Kill and therefore will actively participate in the Dragon Springs DEC permit
renewal process.
Sincerely, Willingham Engineering, PLLC — Andrew Willingham, PE
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Update:

Thompson Education Center (TEC)/China City of America
Paula Medley

While TEC last appeared before Thompson’s Planning
Board (board) on June 11, 2014, developers’ plans to
establish a road network through their 568 acre Thompson
parcel to facilitate drilling and testing of seven proposed
wells as preparation for an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) triggered enhanced BKAA activity…to be
summarized herein.

First, however, we will review prevailing status of these well
drilling and road operations. Currently, Fallsburg’s stop
work order, prohibiting further expansion of TEC’s access
road from Renner Road through applicant’s 5 acre
Fallsburg property and into their Thompson piece, remains
in place (see map). This ban may continue since TEC has
not posted the requisite $75,000 bond necessary to obtain
a land disturbance permit. Also, it is unclear whether
Fallsburg’s present zoning authorizes creating a
thoroughfare through this 5 acre lot. Without this entry, TEC
is in TROUBLE! Meanwhile, Town of Thompson has not
issued any approvals but, not surprisingly, likewise has not
directly addressed BKAA correspondence listed below.

To truly understand the BKAA’s vigorous challenge of TEC’s
premature proposals, it is necessary to examine the
accompanying letters:

March 20 - BKAA Attorney John Lyons to Paula
Kay,Thompson Planning Board Attorney

April 7 - Lyons to Dan Whitehead, DEC Region 3 Permit
Administrator

BALD EAGLE continued from page 9
who are highly adapted to their ecological niches may also
have trouble adapting when these niches change. A small
population size also makes adaptation difficult, as do
increases in the frequency of extreme events. Loss of
habitat or decline in habitat quality also strongly affects
birds, and changes in the range of other species may
increase predation or competition for food sources. All of
these issues demonstrate that climate change will have a
negative impact on bird lifestyles.

Climate change also impacts birds in more specific ways.
Some of the more common pressures are over-farming and
fracking. These both cause decreased habitats for birds,
including the bald eagle. Although the warming of the planet
has opened up some new habitats for eagles further to the
north, finding food and nesting in these new areas may

April 14 - DEC response to Lyons

April 22-BKAA Consulting Engineer Andy Willingham to
Patrice Chester, Chair, Thompson Planning Board

Willingham’s missive is particularly pivotal as it confirms
that TEC’s roadbuilding/well drilling endeavors are illegal
unless developers first secure a State Pollution Discharge
Elimination System (SPDES) General Permit for
Stormwater Discharge from Construction Activity from DEC
and prepare a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
(SWPPP). This is because TEC’s road/well disturbance
exceeds one acre, necessitating DEC endorsement.
Consequently, Willingham urged Lead Agency Town of
Thompson to deny TEC’s desired plans as DEC mandates
have not been met

Recently, the BKAA also joined partners Mamakating Park
Property Owners’ Civic Association, Sullivan County
Audubon Society, Wanaksink Lake Club, Wolf Lake, and
Yankee Lake Preservation Association in signing onto
correspondence from Rock Hill Neighborhood Coalition to
DEC and Town of Fallsburg regarding permits and zoning
matters

Whew! It has been an intense few months, but the BKAA
will apply constant pressure to ensure TEC’s failure.
As always, we will regularly update members on this roller
coaster scenario

prove difficult because of changing amounts of predation
and competition. And in many cases the area lost to climate
change is greater than the area gained by it. Additionally,
the figures for gained habitat do not take possible future
human developments into account. Other species are also
in danger. Audubon surveyed 588 species and found that
314 of them, including the bald eagle, were likely to be in
trouble by 2080.

As multiple pieces of legal, social, and ecological evidence
show, protection of bald eagles is still a very important
issue. Reaching any decision regarding continued or
increased protection of bald eagles requires careful
consideration of these three factors. However, the facts
support the idea that bald eagles still require protection.
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BKAA Attorney John Lyons TEC Letter to Paula Kay,
Thompson Planning Board Attorney

March 20, 2015

Dear Ms. Kay:

We represent the Basha Kill Area Association (BKAA). 1 recently became aware of a letter dated February 18,2015 sent
to you by John J. Privitera, Esq., the attorney for the Thompson Education Center (TEC). For your convenience, a copy
of that letter is attached as Exhibit A. It is apparent from the first line of Mr. Privitera’s letter that you had raised some
concerns about the permissibility of water well testing to be conducted on the site by the Applicant in connection with the
preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). We agree. The Applicant’s plan raises concerns for the BKAA
as well. Those concerns are identified and discussed below.
1. Applicant’s Intended EIS Work is Premature

The water well testing work proposed by the Applicant is premature in two respects

First, the process of scoping for this project has not yet been completed. Upon information and belief, this process was
begun, but never completed, and no final written scope has bean developed or issued by the Lead Agency. As stated in
the NYSDEC’s “SEQR Handbook”:

A written scope of issues developed through a public scoping process benefits the lead agency and the sponsor by
providing explicit guidance as to what criteria will be used to determine whether a submitted draft EIS is adequate.
The written scope provides a means of ensuring that significant topics have not been missed and that the level of
analysis in the EIS satisfies the standards established during the scoping process. NYSDEC, SEQR Handbook, 3rd
Edition - 2010, Ch. 5 at P. 98

It is premature for the Applicant to be disturbing the site in connection with EIS preparation work when important
details.about the scope of the EIS have yet to be determined.

This work is also premature because there are significant questions about whether the Applicant’s application to the
Planning Board is complete and accurate. The letter to the Thompson Planning Board from Toby Boritz dated March 6,
2015, identifies a number of questions about the accuracy of the information presented on the application and the
accompanying Environmental Assessment Form. Primary among these questions is whether the Applicant has unstated
plans to subdivide the land. As pointed out in Ms. Boritz’s letter, the Applicant’s mortgage appears to indicate that the
Applicant anticipates subdividing the property into as many as 10 parcels. If this is true, the application before the Planning
Board is not complete because, upon information and belief, the Applicant has not applied for subdivision approval as
part of this project.1 If subdivision part of the plan for this project, an application for subdivision must be included in the
SEQRA review of this project in order to avoid impermissible segmentation.

If a subdivision application needs to be part of this project, as Lead Agency, the Planning Board needs to clarify that fact
before any further steps are taken in the SEQRA review. The Lead Agency should require the Applicant to fully disclose
its plans. This is particularly so since a failure to disclose the true scope of plans has been an issue in the past with this
project.

These issues must be addressed before the SEQRA review proceeds any further. The Applicant should not be out
disturbing the site with preparation work for the EIS until the application has been made complete and accurate, and
subsequent to that, the scoping process has been completed.2

2. The Lead Agency Must Take Steps to Minimize Damage to the Environment of the Site from Applicant’s
Investigation Work

BKAA is also concerned about the potential damage to the environment that may occur in connection with the Applicant’s
testing activities,

The test well plan appears to involve the construction of an access road into and around the site to the locations of the
test wells. Upon information and belief, a copy of the Applicant’s well drilling plan is attached as Exhibit B and shows the
locations of the test wells and road way. Further upon information and belief, portions of this well drilling access road have
already been constructed. In fact, the Applicant has already run afoul of the law in Fallsburgh for failure to obtain a
disturbance permit in connection with the work on the Renner Road parcel.
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PAULA KAY continued from page 25

This project site hosts significant New York State (NYS) wetlands. It appears as if this test well work will take place very
close to the wetlands. This raises two serious concerns.

First, the boundaries of the wetlands as they exist today should be verified by the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC). In his letter to the Planning Board dated October 25, 2013, which was issued
in response to the Planning Board Lead Agency circulation, Mr. Joseph Murray, an Environmental Analyst with the
NYSDEC Division of Environmental Permits, stated:

A Freshwater Wetlands Permit pursuant to Article 24 of the New York State Environmental Conservation Law will be
required by this office for any physical disturbance within the wetland boundary. or within the 100 foot adjacent area.
If the project sponsor has not already done so, they should contact the Department to have the wetland boundary
field inspected and validated by DEC staff. (Emphasis added). Copy of letter attached as Exhibit C, see Page 1

In choosing to become the Lead Agency for the environmental review of this project, you have assumed the responsibility
for being the steward of the environment as it is affected by this project. Hence, it is your responsibility to see that
unnecessary and unreasonable environmental damage is not done to this site during the course of your environmental
review. To that end, before this site is disturbed any further by the Applicant’s premature EIS preparation work, the
Planning Board should take steps to contact the NYSDEC and ascertain whether the Applicant has taken the necessary
steps to: (1) have the NYSDEC staff verify the wetlands and wetland buffer boundaries; and (2) apply for and obtain any
necessary wetlands permits from NYSDEC that are required if this work will disturb either the wetlands or the buffer.

Heightening this concern is the scale of the investigation work proposed. Setting the issue of prematurity aside, while Mr.
Privitera may be correct that some site disturbance is permitted by the SEQRA regulations for the purposes of information
collection [see 6 NYCRR 617.5(b)(18)], the permitted level of disturbance is “minor”. I point out that the construction of
an access road that will traverse the entire property, and closely skirt the wetlands and/or buffers, is not “minor”.
Under normal circumstances, the SEQRA regulations do not allow any physical alteration of the property until the
provisions of SEQRA have been complied with. Section 617.3(a) of the regulations says:

A project sponsor may not commence any physical alteration related to an action until the provisions of SEQRA have been
complied with

This provision was intended by NYSDEC to prevent a developer from “clearing vegetation from site and altering
topographic conditions prior to the completion of the very environmental review which is intended to objectively evaluate
whether, and under what conditions, such a consequence should be allowed (quoting, Gerard, Ruzow, Weinberg,
Environmental Impact Review in New York, October 2014, Section 3.01[3][h]).

While information gathering activities on the project site are permitted, the general rule against any physical alteration
makes clear that the spirit of SEQRA demands that the environmental resources on the site not be destroyed by the
information gathering activity taking place to facilitate the SEQRA review.

In this case, the Applicant should be compelled by the Lead Agency to have NYSDEC verify the wetland boundaries and
buffers and to have the Applicant apply for whatever NYSDEC permits are required. The review process that will follow
any NYSDEC permit application will provide an additional layer of environmental protection to the sensitive environmental
resources on this project site.

In conclusion, we hope that the Planning Board will bear in mind the environmental steward responsibility which
accompanies its authority as Lead Agency for the environmental review of this project.
Thank you for your time and consideration
Very truly yours,

Grant & Lyons, LLP

Ms. Boritz’s letter raises a number of other questions about the accuracy and completeness of the application which the Planning
Board should review as well.
1

It should be noted in connection with scoping, given the extent of the changes which have taken place in connection with this project
in the time since the last public hearing on scoping, the Planning Board should reopen the public hearing and receive additional
comment prior to issuance of a formal scope.
2
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Nice weather brings heavy traffic on Haven
Road Bridge. Photo by Linda Lou Bartle
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Leadership Sullivan Visits Basha Kill See page 18

Fifty Shades
Of Green!
See page 5

Mamakating Honorees Paul Deninno, Kerron

Barnes, Paula Medley & Mort Starobin. See page 20
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Liberty Press See page 12
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Lyons TEC Letter to DEC Regional Permit Administrator

April 7, 2015

Dear Mr. Whitehead:

We represent the Basha Kill Area Association (BKAA). The BKAA is interested and concerned about the Thompson
Education Center (TEC) project (f/k/a China City) proposed in the Town of Thompson, Sullivan County, New York.
Summary

By this letter, the BKAA poses two questions to the Department. First, is TEC required to obtain a permit from the New
York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) for its intended test well drilling and access road
construction due to disturbances to the NYSDEC wetlands and wetland buffers that are located on the site in close
proximity to the drilling and road building activities? Second, is TEC required to obtain approval of a Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) prior to conducting any work on site as the proposed work may involve site disturbance of more
than one acre?
Background

The reviews of the proposed TEC project under SEQRA and under the Town of Thompson Zoning Law are in the formative
stages. The Town of Thompson Planning Board is the lead agency for the purposes of the SEQRA review of this project.
De spite the fact that the process of scoping for this project is not yet complete, TEC notified the Town of Thompson of
its intent to begin drilling test wells on the project site for the purposes of gathering data for an anticipated draft
environmental impact statement (DEIS). [See attached letter dated February 18, 2015 sent to Thompson Planning Board
counsel Paula Kay by John J. Privitera, Esq., the attorney for the Thompson Education Center (TEC)].

The BKAA is very concerned about the potential environmental damage which could be caused by the test drilling. TEC
claims it is necessary to construct an access road throughout the property for the purpose of having heavy equipment
access the test well locations. Both the test wells and the access road will create a significant area of disturbance on the
site, especially due to the scale of the access road network. Moreover, those areas of disturbance are very close to the
wetland areas, and wetland buffer areas, located on the site. The BKAA is very concerned about these site disturbances
and their potential adverse impacts on the wetlands and wetland buffers.

On March 20,2015, l wrote a letter to Ms. Kay, the Thompson Planning Board counsel. A copy of that letter is attached
for your information. I urge you to read that letter as it sets forth, in detail, the BKAA’s concerns. Attached to my letter to
Paula Kay you will find copies of:
• Mr. Privitera’s letter to Ms. Kay advising of TEC’s intention to begin the test drilling work;

• a copy of TEC’s test well drilling map which, upon information and belief, shows the location of the wetlands on
the site, the locations of the test wells and the . location of the access road to be constructed; and

• a copy of the letter of Joseph Murray of NYSDEC dated October 25, 2013, recommending the verification of the
wetlands and wetland buffers by NYSDEC staff.

If you are in need of additional information from within the Department, your colleague, Joseph Murray, is very familiar
with this proposed project.

Below is an excerpt from my letter to Ms. Kay in which I remind the Thompson Planning Board that in 2013, the NYSDEC
had recommended that the wetlands on site be field inspected by NYSDEC staff to verify the boundaries of both wetlands
and wetland buffers. I stated to the Thompson Planning Board:

The test well plan appears to involve the construction of an access road into and around the site to the locations of the
test wells. Upon information and belief, a copy of the Applicant’s well drilling plan is attached as Exhibit B and shows the
locations of the test wells and road way. Further upon information and belief, portions of this well drilling access road have
already been constructed. In fact, the Applicant has already run afoul of the law in Fallsburgh for failure to obtain a
disturbance permit in connection with the work on the Renner Road parcel.

This project site hosts significant New York State (NYS) wetlands. It appears as if this test well work will take place very
close to the wetlands. This raises two serious concerns.

First, the boundaries of the wetlands as they exist today should be verified by the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC). In his letter to the Planning Board dated October 25, 2013, which was issued
in response to the Planning Board Lead Agency circulation, Mr. Joseph Murray, an stated:
A Freshwater Wetlands Permit pursuant to Article 24 of the New York State Environmental Conservation Law will be
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TEC Letter continued from page 28
required by this office for any physical disturbance within the wetland boundary or within the 100 foot adjacent area. If
the project sponsor has not already done so. they should contact the Department to have the wetland boundary field
inspected and validated by DEC staff. (Emphasis added). Copy of letter attached as Exhibit C, see Page 1.

In choosing to become the Lead Agency for the environmental review of this project, you have assumed the responsibility
for being the steward of the environment as it is affected by this project. Hence, it is your responsibility to see that
unnecessary and unreasonable environmental damage is not done to this site during the course of your environmental
review. To that end, before this site is disturbed any further by the Applicant’s premature EIS preparation work, the
Planning Board should take steps to contact the NYSDEC and ascertain whether the Applicant has taken the necessary
steps to: (1) have the NYSDEC staff verify the wetlands and wetland buffer boundaries; and (2) apply for and obtain any
necessary wetlands permits from NYSDEC that are required if this work will disturb either the wetlands or the buffer.

Questions for NYSDEC

Despite our request, the BKAA learned recently that the Planning Board intends to allow TEC to proceed with the test
well drilling and access road construction without requiring them to obtain verification of the wetland boundaries and
wetland buffer boundaries by NYSDEC staff before disturbing the site. In the face of this circumstance, the BKAA is
turning to the NYSDEC for assistance.

By this letter, the BKAA poses two questions to you:

1. Is TEC required to obtain a permit from the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)
for its intended test well drilling and access road construction because of disturbances to the NYSDEC wetlands and
wetland buffers that are located on the site in close proximity to the drilling and road building activities?

2. Is TEC required to obtain approval of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) prior to conducting any work
on site as the proposed work may involve site

I would appreciate it if you would consider these questions and provide a written response. I would ask you to please
bear in mind that time is a factor here. As was indicated in my letter to Ms. Kay, TEC has already begun construction of
the beginning of the access road. Thank you for your time, attention and consideration.
Very truly yours,

Grant & Lyons, LLP

DEC Response to Lyons Letter

Dear Mr. Lyons:

April 14, 2015

Thank you for your submission on behalf of the Basha Kill Area Association (BKAA), dated April 7, 2015, regarding the
Thompson Education Center (TEC). Please see responses below to the two questions you pose regarding the need for
permits for the above referenced project.

1. Is TEC required to obtain a permit from New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) for its
intended well drilling and access road construction because of disturbances to the NYSDEC wetlands and wetland buffers
that are located on site in close proximity to the drilling and road building activities?

A freshwater wetlands permit, pursuant to Article 24 of New York State Conservation Law, is required for any physical
disturbance to any New York State-regulated wetland or the 100-foot adjacent area of a state-regulated wetland. If TEC
proposes to disturb any such state-regulated wetland, or the 100-foot adjacent area, it is required to submit a permit
application to this office. A permit is not required by TEC for work “in close proximity” to state-regulated freshwater
wetlands if there will be no physical disturbance to the wetland or adjacent area associated with the proposed activities.

2. Is TEC required to obtain approval of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) prior to conducting any work
on site as the proposed work may involve site disturbance of more than one acre?

Before commencing construction activity, the owner or operator of a construction project that will involve soil disturbance
of one or more acres must obtain coverage under the State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) General
Permit for Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activity. Permittees are also required to develop a Stomwater
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Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) to prevent discharges of construction-related pollutants to surface waters. If TEC is
proposing to disturb one ormore acres, it must gain coverage under the General Permit (GP-0-15-002) and develop a
SWPPP.

If you have any additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at daniel.whitehead@dec.ny.gov or 845-2563801.

Willingham TEC Letter to Thompson Planning Board

April 22, 2015

Dear Ms. Chester and Planning Board Members:

Our firm has been retained by the Basha Kill Area Association {BKAA) to provide engineering consultation and
representation with regard to the proposed Thompson Education Center (”TEC”) project The purpose of this
correspondence is to inform the Board of certain permits required by the Applicant. Also included is a reminder of the
Board’s obligations as Lead Agency of the project under SEQRA. As we understand, the Applicant plans to construct a
road network within the property for the purpose of the drilling and testing of wells. BKAA’s attorney John Lyons advised
your counsel (See March 20, 2015 letter from John Lyons to Paula Kay) that both a Freshwater Wetlands Permit as well
as coverage under the State Pollution Discharge Elimination System {SPDES) General Permit for Storm Water
Discharges from Construction Activity may be required. Further, these permits must be obtained before the site can be
disturbed. Subsequently, Daniel T. Whitehead, Region 3 Permit Administrator for the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC), confirmed that the Applicant’s test well drilling activity will require the above
permits if applicable thresholds are exceeded. A copy of Mr. Whitehead’s letter to Mr. Lyons dated April 14,2015 is
attached.

At the BKAA’s request, we have reviewed a plan entitled “Well Drilling Plan”, prepared by - Pietrzak & Pfau Engineering
and Land Surveying, dated last revised August 19, 2014. Per our review of the plan, approximately 2.75 miles of driveway
are proposed to provide access to the seven (7) test well sites. The plan indicates a driveway width of twenty five (25)
feet, which according to our engineering calculations results in a total land disturbance of approximately 8.4 acres. The
threshold for requiring a permit is 1 acre of land disturbance, which is easily exceeded by the proposed construction
activity. Before any site disturbance can take place the Applicant must obtain coverage under the State Pollution Discharge
Elimination System (SPDES) General Permit for Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activity {Permit GP-0-15002) from the NYSDEC.

The preparation of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (“SWPPP”) is a prerequisite for obtaining coverage under GP0-15-002. As the Board is likely aware, among many other requirements, an SWPPP includes the design and
implementation of stormwater management practices that provide water quality treatment, runoff reduction and runoff rate
attenuation. Runoff from the proposed driveways, which are considered by the NYSDEC to be impervious surfaces, must
be captured and treated in accordance with GP-0-15-002 and the New York State Stormwater Management Design
Manual. In this case, the close proximity of the proposed construction to sensitive NYSDEC wetlands enhances the
importance to properly control and provide treatment for stormwater. To our knowledge, an SWPPP has not been prepared
for the proposed Well Drilling Plan, nor has coverage been obtained under GP-0-15-002.

You are advised by this letter that construction of improvements as shown on the Well Drilling Plan are unlawful without
the prior development of an SWPPP and obtaining coverage under GP-0-15-002. Should the activity proceed without the
required permit, it would be subject to enforcement and penalties as administered by the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation (“NYSDEC”). A copy of this letter is also being furnished to Daniel T. Whitehead and Joseph
Murray of the NYSDEC.

You are the Lead Agency for the environmental review of this project and this test well drilling and road construction is
proposed by the Applicant expressly for the purpose of preparing its draft EIS under SEQRA. We further remind the
Board of their insistence on being the Lead Agency for this project. Hence, you now must carry out the responsibilities
that come with that designation. As Mr. Lyons stated in his March 20,2015 letter:

In choosing to become Lead Agency for the environmental review of this project, you have assumed the responsibility
for being the steward of the environment as it is affected by this project. Hence, it is your responsibility to see that
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unnecessary and unreasonable damage is not done to this site during the course of your environmental review. March
20,2015 letter from John Lyons to Paula Kay, at Page 3.
As Lead Agency, you must ensure that the proper permits have been obtained before authorizing the well drilling plan.

The proposed disturbance in close proximity to the NYSDEC regulated wetland adjacent areas is also an environmental
concern and a potential impact under SEQRA. A properly prepared SWPPP would include detailed plans that indicate
locations of land disturbance, erosion control measures and other mitigation measures to avoid impacts to wetlands and
their adjacent areas. The SWPPP would serve as a tool in identifying wetland related impacts by defining the limit of
disturbance in these areas in sufficient detail to allow an assessment of the impacts.

It should also be noted that the purpose of the NYSDEC stormwater permit is to protect downstream waters from
stormwater runoff impacts resulting from construction activities. By ensuring that this permit is in place, and the required
SWPPP is implemented to protect downstream waters, the Planning Board is fulfilling its role as Lead Agency.

We ask that you respond in writing to indicate the steps being taken to ensure the required permits are in place. Thank
you for your consideration of this matter. Please feel free to contact me at your convenience with any questions.
Sincerely,

Willingham Engineering, PLLC

40 YEARS: HISTORY OF THE BKAA

Continued from the Spring 2015 Guardian

By Buff McAllister

In October 2002, the town engineer took a final walk-through of the new building and grounds, and complained about a
few things, which Kohl’s assured him would be addressed.

Some of Kohl’s employees joined us for a cleanup at the Basha Kill on August 27, 2011. Kohl’s has a company-wide
program to support not-for-profits that benefit youth by encouraging their employees to do volunteer work. We qualified,
as we are involved with children’s environmental education. Not only did we get some work done at the Kill, we earned
a $500 grant!

ORDINARY BUSINESS 2001

Summer 2001 – Member Jack Orth died and left a bequest to BKAA, which will be used for scholarships in his name.
ORDINARY BUSINESS 2002

Summer 2002 – We joined with Wurtsboro’s Sullivan Renaissance Project by helping with planting and “adopting” a
planter on Sullivan Street.

Fall 2002 – The criteria for the Jack Orth Memorial Scholarship were decided on. The student must be a resident of
Orange, Sullivan or Ulster Counties; must be studying Natural Science, Science or Environmental Science at SCCC; and
must write an essay or complete a project on an environmental science topic. The prize will be $300. Nobody was found
that year who qualified.
ORDINARY BUSINESS 2003

January 2003 – It was voted to raise dues to $10 for an individual and $15 for family.

Gary Keeton received a 2003 Recognition Award from the Upper Delaware Heritage Alliance for his interpretive hikes on
the D&H Trail at Wurtsboro, including both nature and local history.

It was the 13th consecutive year that the BKAA sponsored summer campers to the DEC camps. At least two were
sponsored every year, with some years up to five.

9/21/03 – Florence Rothauser was awarded the second Great Blue Heron award for her many years of dedicated service.

Networking has always been an important part of the BKAA activities – to get new ideas, to help each other out with
projects and threats, and to realize that there are many like-minded people out there. It has increased steadily every year.
In 2003, for example, BKAA representatives served as members of the Sullivan County Water Quality Coordinating
Committee and the D&H Canal Commission. Events are cross-listed among the various groups; and members and
officers participate in various workshops sponsored by other groups in order to keep information up to date.

EAGLE WATCH/NATURE WATCH (2003 – present)
Originally called “Eagle Watch,” this educational program was the brainchild of Maryallison Farley and Patricia Diness.
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Monticello Day In The Sun

Glimpsing a bald eagle from the
observation tower.

Monticello photos by Carole Spendley

Monticello High School students and the bird houses they built.

SEE ARTICLE
ON PAGE 6

Students beginning
their hike.

The Hub and the BKAA See page 14
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History of the BKAA continued from page 31
It was a cooperative effort among the BKAA, the Eagle Institute, and the DEC. Volunteers were trained in 2002, but the
actual program started in the spring of 2003.
The idea was to have trained volunteers at the South Road boat launch site to educate visitors on the life history of the
bald eagles and how to observe them so as not to disturb their activities. They had a spotting scope, distributed handouts
and provided other information about the Basha Kill. They also recorded observations on the behavior of the Basha Kill
eagles, to be shared with the DEC. In the first year, some 20 volunteers interacted with as many as 40-50 visitors per
day on fair weekends in April, May and June.

The program continued to train and deploy volunteers during 2004, 2005, and 2006. In 2005 and 2006, the big birds
shunned the Kill; and the volunteers concentrated on other flora and fauna, deciding to rename the program “Nature
Watch” to reflect that widened view. The big birds – eagles and ospreys – would be the “icing on the cake.”

2007 was the fifth year of Nature Watch, and the eagles returned, producing two eaglets; the ospreys also nested and
fledged young. More and more visitors were being reached; in 2007, 671 people visited. The BKAA general fund
enabled the purchase of a high-quality scope, and a member donated a tripod. Volunteers started keeping track of
demographics of the visitors, which they shared with the town board to document how use of the wetlands brings money
into the local community.
In 2008, there were enough volunteers (37) to man two shifts, morning and afternoon, from April 19 to June 29, and
volunteers interacted with 1066 visitors. 35% of the visitors were from Sullivan County and another 45% from the rest
of New York State. 41% gave birding as their reason for visiting and another 33% were boaters. 28% shopped in local
stores and 24% ate in local restaurants. The BKAA board authorized the purchase of another scope and another tripod
was donated.
In 2009, volunteers interacted with 1200 people. It was a great year for eagles – a pair built in a nest easily visible from
the boat launch and raised three chicks, which was not so common in New York State. A DEC biologist banded them
when they were about six weeks old.

Other milestones: in 2010, a kiosk highlighting the work of the BKAA was erected at the boat launch, courtesy of the DEC;
the same year saw the first annual fundraiser at Basha Kill Vineyards; in the summer of 2011, a porta-potty was delivered.
In 2011, the ninth year of the program, 40 volunteers interacted with 1391 visitors. And it is still going strong. . .
SHAWANGA LODGE (AGAIN) (2003 - )

Recent Background: An article in the Times-Herald Record on February 4, 1997 reported that Sullivan County had
seized this property from the owners Jim Pappas and Stanley Horowitz for non-payment of taxes. Then the county spent
more than $1000 to put ads into the New York Times and the Wall Street Journal, reading:

“DEVELOPER WANTED! Prime resort opportunity, approx. 220-acre parcel with easy access off Route 17 at gateway
to Sullivan County on Sullivan/Orange border. Commanding 300-degree view of Shawangunks and Bashakill Preserve.
Former hotel site 90 min. from Manhattan. Submit offers in writing by . . . . “

An article in the Record on September 10, 1999 reported that the county had sold the property to Flaum Management
Co. of Rochester for $650,000, which included paying the back taxes with interest and penalties, paying off the former
owners to relinquish their claims, and paying off creditors! What a lost opportunity! Where was the DEC?
Flaum was also waiting for the master plan to be completed before revealing his project.

Current Project. In the Spring/Summer 2003 Guardian, members were informed of Flaum’s plans, which made the 1972
project look like a pimple. In 1972, the plan was for 650 condo units and taking out 225,000 gallons a day of water (with
waste discharge into the wetlands), and was rejected by the DEC for insufficient available water.

The 2003 version encompassed a 250-room hotel, a 300,000 square foot sports/entertainment facility, parking for almost
5000 vehicles (most in an elevated structure), and taking out 600,000 gallons of water a day, with waste discharged into
a tributary of the Basha Kill and/or the Shawangunk Kill. The acreage also increased, to 307.

We requested that the DEC be the lead agency; over 50 letters were sent to the planning board, the DEC, and Rep.
Maurice Hinchey.

In the Winter 2004-05 Guardian it was reported that the planning board voted to allow the DEC to be lead agency. The
stated size moved up to 340 acres.

In the spring of 2005, the DEC required an EIS and accepted the BKAA as an interested party. “Reliable sources” said
that Gov. Pataki had eliminated this parcel from consideration as a site for a casino. Nothing more was heard for several
years.
History of the BKAA continued on page 34
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Basement Level

Conference Level –

Two conference rooms, one of 210,000 and the other of
90,000 square feet

Food and beverage, 80,000 square feet
Retail, 30,000 square feet

Mezzanine Level —

Two banquet halls of 80,000 and 88,000 square feet
Administration, 40,000 square feet

Entertainment, 160,000 square feet
Spa/Pool Level –

Spa, 60,000 square feet

Pool, 28,000 square feet

Hotel – 60,000 square feet

Plus – an eight-level parking facility for 3600 vehicles and
surface parking for an additional 500 vehicles.

. . . To Be Continued
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BASHA KILL AREA ASSOCIATION
PO BOX 1121
WURTSBORO, NY 12790

In February 2012, the developer informally introduced the
newest plan (up to 350 acres) to the town and planning
boards, both of which seemed receptive. The current
configuration, even worse than the 2003 version, from the
bottom up, encompassed:
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