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MAIL BAG

Dear Basha Kill Area Association,
The Westbrookville United Methodist Church had opened
its doors in 1891 and has been a practicing church that has
served the needs of others right up until we close our doors
after our final mass at 9:30 on Sunday, September 28th,
2014.

Mike (Medley),
Thank you so much for being our guide on 9/23. We all SO
enjoyed the hike and are anxious to do more at the Basha
Kill. I will be in touch sometime in December or January to
plan for early Spring.
Thanks Again!.

Our congregation has thought about this decision for quite
some time as our attendance has been dropping over the
years. Financial, demographic and other factors all played
a part.

(See article on page 14)

Mary Lou Deitrich
MARTA Treasurer/Publicity

It was not an easy decision to make, but we are all pleased
that we have been able to keep it open for 123 years.

Dear Friends of BKAA,
Please accept the enclosed donation in memory of Edward
William Jones, a long time member of BKAA, and a loving
friend to many. He will always remain “special” to us who
knew and loved him as Friend.

Please accept this $500 donation to be used as you see fit.
We recognize the importance of preserving the Basha Kill
Wetlands and think your organization demonstrates this
very well. As we are trying to wrap everything up by the
end of the month, I would appreciate it if you could cash
the check at your earliest convenience.

Richard and Marcia Anne Pavlica
Dear Mike,

We are truly grateful for the time you give of yourselves
preserving our land so that future generations will be able
to see the wonderful things that the Basha Kill has to offer.

I would just like to say thank you so much for taking me on
my job shadow! I had a lot of fun and learned so much new
information, it was incredible. This job shadow experience
with you has helped to clear my mind about the path I want
to take career wise so I would like to thank you for helping
me accomplish that. I would definitely like to go to the camp
you recommended and the walks/hikes you mentioned so
maybe I’ll see you in the upcoming future!
Natasha Duran

It would be wonderful if more people in this world donated
their time to teach others the natural wonders of the
outdoors, as you have done. Thank You!
Sincerely Yours,
Dawn Vitiello, Treasurer

(See article on page 8)
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CONTACT THE BKAA

Paula Medley 845-754-0743, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. email: info@thebashakill.org website: www.thebashakill.org

CONTACT THE DEC

Forest Rangers: Logan Quinn 845-240-6792 (cell) Alexander Virkler 845-905-6000 (cell)
Conservation Officer: Michael Bello 845-665-5489
If Mr. Bello is not available, call 24-hour Law Enforcement Dispatch 1-877-457-5680
The Guardian is published quarterly by the Basha Kill Area Association Inc., PO Box 1121, Wurtsboro, NY 12790.
President: Paula Medley • Vice-President: Anita Altman • Treasurer: Monique Lipton
Corresponding Secretary / Membership: Marcia Briggs Wallace • Recording Secretary: Christine Saward
Board Members: Linda Lou Bartle • Jackie Broder • Fred Harding • Bill Lucas • Susan O’Neill
Publicity & E-mail Coordinator: Susan O’Neill • Alerts Coordinator: Hattie Grifo
Mission Statement: Since our founding in 1972, our mission has been to protect the
Basha Kill Wetlands and surrounding area from ecological degradation,
to promote education and respect for the environment in general, and to preserve the beauty of the area.
We welcome new members who are interested in protecting the environment. Dues are $10 per person per year.
BKAA is a not-for-profit corporation and donations are deductible to the extent allowed by law.
website: www.thebashakill.org • e-mail: info@thebashakill.org
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42nd Annual BKAA Meeting

October 25, 2014

Marcia Briggs Wallace
Once again, the Phillipsport Community Center hosted our
Annual Meeting; around 40 people attended. Registration
began after 9:00 a.m. as BKAA members enjoyed light
refreshments and friendly mingling before the business of
the day began. With an eye toward that business, copies
of the “Forty-Second Annual Report” as well as the Annual
Fiscal Report prepared by BKAA President Paula Medley
and Treasurer Monique Lipton respectively, were available
for attendees to pick up at the registration table. (Both
reports are published in the current Guardian.)

meeting, outlining the history of the Nature Watch Program
and its successes in educating the community on the Basha
Kill wetlands, as well as advocating with local leaders on
the importance of the wetlands in our region, countering,
as she put it, the “who cares about a swamp and a few
birds” attitude. She also stressed the vital role played by
the dedicated cadre of volunteers who have helped to make
the Nature Watch Program so successful. Paula then
addressed another vital BKAA educational component,
Come Clean, coordinated by Cathy Dawkins and Patricia
Diness. An impressive presentation on the John Winkler
Water Testing Program by Coordinator Linda Lou Bartle
rounded out this segment of the meeting. Her commentary
was illustrated by displays that she had prepared and
referred to as she discussed the testing as well as the sites
in the wetlands that are tested by, as she stressed, a
devoted team of some sixteen volunteers. (Our members
will find regular reports on all three of these programs in the
Guardian.)

Paula called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. She asked
for a moment of silence in memory of two BKAA members
who had passed away-- Eddy Jones and Michael Maduras,
Jr. Next were some introductions, starting with the day’s
award recipients: Buff McAllister, past BKAA President and
longstanding Editor of the Guardian, along with Martin
Brand, DEC Region 3 Director representing DEC. Awards
were scheduled later in the meeting. Lynn Barber,
President of the Orange County Audubon Society and
Sullivan County Legislator and Majority Leader Kathy La
Buda were also introduced. Kathy was thanked for her
support of BKAA initiatives. She, in turn, thanked the BKAA
for its efforts with environmental preservation,
characterizing BKAA members as “the sneakers on the
ground.” Kathy then presented the BKAA with a donation
from the honorarium Judge Frank LaBuda had received
from the Fallsburg Masonic Lodge (see Judge Labuda’s
letter on this page).

Regarding BKAA advocacy, Paula commented at some
length on the year’s daunting challenges: Seven Peaks, the
Shawanga Lodge Casino, China City, along with proposed
amendments to Mamakating’s Master Plan and Zoning.
(Here again, our members are urged to follow regular
reports on the above in the Guardian and in Action Alerts.)
A special feature of the 2014 Annual meeting was the
presentation by Truth Muller entitled “Buddies for Bats.”
Truth was engaging, articulate, impassioned, and informed,
as he explained myths about bats, their enormous benefits,
the various threats to their survival, and steps that can be
taken to help. His show was enriched by displays of
beautiful photographs as well as informative videos.

Paula introduced the next segment of the meeting by
explaining the multifaceted nature of the BKAA, involved
as we are with both educational and advocacy initiatives.
The Nature Watch Program, started in 2002 by Maryallison
Farley, is, as Paula noted, a vitally important embodiment
of these dual functions. Maryallison then addressed the

42nd ANNUAL continued on page 4
U.S. Embassies. As part of this recognition I received a
$500 honorarium which I convey to the Basha Kill
organization for the work that you do in preserving the
culture, traditions and beauty of our rural county.

MAIL BAG continued from page 2
Dear Friends,
Greetings and Salutations on a beautiful Fall day in the
mountains. The colorful view of the Basha Kill is absolutely
breathtaking and I wish to convey to you some comments
made from some of my friends from Chongqing, China who
recently had the opportunity to tour our county. They
marveled at the preservation of such a large and beautiful
track of wetlands and were amazed at its stunning beauty,
tranquility and “peace of soul” that it brought to them!!
Recently, I was honored by the Masonic Lodges in Sullivan
County with the “DeWitt Clinton Award for Citizenship” for
my career as a State Judge, as well as my lecturing
overseas through various Rule of Law Programs in
conjunction with the United States State Department and

I wish you a very fine day as I remain yours in service.
Very truly yours,
Frank J. LaBuda
New York State Judge and Surrogate
To: The Basha Kill Area Association
Here is a contribution for the Association’s tireless and
effective work on behalf of our community and our
environment. Thank You.
Your friends at the
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the Elizabeth Pollock Blue Heron Award. Here however,
she was recognized for twenty-seven years of service as
Editor of the Guardian, or, as Paula put it, service as our
“Guardian Angel.” Buff briefly spoke about how meaningful
her years of involvement with the BKAA have been.

Election of the BKAA Board followed, with BKAA member
Catherine Abate presenting the candidates: President,
Paula Medley; Vice-President, Anita Altman; Treasurer,
Monique Lipton; Corresponding and Membership
Secretary, Marcia Briggs Wallace; Recording Secretary,
Christine Saward; and Board Members, Linda Lou Bartle,
Jackie Broder, Fred Harding, Bill Lucas, and Susan O’Neill.
Since no nominations were offered from the floor, the slate
was unanimously approved.

The meeting closed on a light note as winning door prize
tickets were announced and lucky ticket holders went to a
table at the front of the room decked out with an impressive
array of prizes donated by Linda Mabie of Linda’s Office
Supplies in Goshen, Marcia Anne Pavlica, Bob Speziale
and Jack Weiser, as well as several anonymous donors.
Thanks to one and all! Thanks also to our host, Phillipsport
Community Center, to John Brown and Mike Medley who
organized tables and chairs, Linda Lou Bartle, Jackie
Broder and Monique Lipton for staffing the reception table,
Catherine Abate for presenting the slate of candidates,
Anita Altman, Bill Lucas and Susan O’Neill for general
assistance, and Christine Saward for partnering with me in
shopping for refreshments, arranging them for the event
and cleaning up afterwards. The meeting was adjourned at
12:15 p.m.

Next were this year’s awards. The first went to DEC Region
3, accepted by Martin Brand, who received a colorful,
inventive, hand-crafted certificate by Paula’s sister, Sue
Grabowski. Paula spoke about the importance of our
relationship with the DEC and the spirit of cooperation the
BKAA and the DEC share in mutual efforts to protect the
wetlands. Martin took a few moments to address the
meeting, responding in kind. Buff McAllister was this year’s
other honoree and also received a unique certificate by
Sue. Buff, BKAA president for many years, was, on an
earlier occasion, a recipient of the BKAA’s highest honor,

2015 BKAA Calendar of Events

All activities free and open to the public!

Their presentation will be on Birds of the Basha Kill. Nuts
and bolts of the program will also be explained. After
training, you sign up for three shifts (three hours each) on
Saturdays or Sundays from April18th through June 28th. A
quick field trip to the boat launch follows to become familiar
with our spotting scopes and the location for our program.
For more details, please call Maryallison Farley at 845888-0261 to register for the program.

Saturday, January 17, 10am
Cross Country Skiing with Mike Medley
Flat terrain on D&H Canal towpath great for beginners and
intermediates. Dress in layers; bring water. Excursion lasts
at least 3 hours. Weather permitting, meet at Haven Road
DEC parking lot (209 side). Call Mike to register and/or
check snow conditions at (845)754-0743).
Sunday, February 15, 10am
Take Your Valentine Cross Country Skiing
with Mike Medley
Enjoy the Basha Kill’s beauty once again on the D&H Canal
towpath. Dress in layers; bring water. Excursion lasts at
least 3 hours. Weather permitting, meet at Haven Road
DEC parking lot (209 side). Call Mike to register and/or
check snow conditions at (845)754-0743).

Saturday, March 21, 8:00 am
Early Spring Waterfowl Migration
Meet walk leader John Haas at the parking lot on Haven
Road at 8 am. Bring binoculars and a scope if you have
one. We should see an array of early ducks, geese and
mergansers. We will go to the Main Boat Launch when
finished at Haven Road to walk the Birch Trail to see
additional species. Boots may be of help in this area. The
walk lasts about 2 hours.

Saturday, March 14, 9:30-12 noon
Nature Watch Training
at the Church Hall of the Community Church, 134 Sullivan
Street, Wurtsboro. Become a BKAA Volunteer at the Basha
Kill! Come to this training to learn about the birds of the
Basha Kill including bald eagles and ospreys so that you
can volunteer with the Nature Watch Program. If you love
the Basha Kill and like to talk with people, this program is
for you! Training for this year includes a talk and photo
presentation by John Haas, premier Basha Kill birder and
author of A Birding Guide to Sullivan County and by Lance
Verderame, Sullivan County Audubon Field Trip
Coordinator for the New York State Young Birders Club.

Saturday, April 11, 8pm
Star Walk with Bob Fiore
Very dependent on weather! Meet at Haven Road DEC
parking lot (209 side). Call Bob to register and/or check
trip’s status at (845)498-9001.
Saturday, April 18
34th Annual Basha Kill Clean-up
9:30-10am (Registration and site assignments) Celebrate
Earth Day! Enjoy a walk and fresh spring air while ridding
the wetlands of debris. Garbage bags are provided. Wear
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Sunday, June 7,10am
Happy for Herps with Bill Cutler
Join herpetologist Bill Cutler on a search for amphibians
and reptiles. Kids as well as adults love learning about
them. Meet at the Haven Road DEC parking lot (209 side).
Call Bill to register and/or for additional information at
(845)807-0291.

2015 CALENDAR continued from page 4
boots, work gloves, and insect repellant. Bring chairs as
lunch, supplied by the BKAA, will be eaten al fresco in the
Haven Road DEC parking lot (209 side); also event’s
registration site. BKAA merchandise will be on sale and
door prizes awarded. Call Paula Medley at (845)754-0743
for further information.

Saturday, June 13,10am
History of D&H Canal with Gary Keeton
Join Gary for a walk through time. Ever wonder about local
stone walls and foundations? Curious about how people
farmed the rocky soils or the relationship between the
Basha Kill and Pine Kill? Oh, and learn about the canal,
too! Meet at the DEC access road on Route 209 across
from the Hometown Deli in Westbrookville. Contact Gary
at (845)386-4892 for particulars.

Weekends from Saturday, April 18
through Sunday, June 28
Nature Watch at the South Road Boat Launch
Join trained BKAA Nature Watch Volunteers at the South
Road boat launch to learn more about many residents of
this amazing wetland. View the nesting bald eagles and
other birds. Equipped with two powerful spotting scopes
and lots of information, the Volunteers will help you get to
know the Basha Kill a little better. Bring your children, other
family members and friends of all ages for some fun in the
outdoors! From 10:00am to 4:00pm every Saturday and
Sunday between April 26th and June 29th. Call Maryallison
Farley at 845-888-0261 or Patricia Diness at 845-386-5024
for more details.

Saturday, June 20, 8:30am
Natural History Walk with Jack Austin
Stroll 2-3 miles on level terrain with naturalist Jack Austin as
you see and listen to what is nesting, growing, and maturing
in mid-summer. Wear good walking shoes as there may
be wet areas and bring insect repellent. Meet at the Stop
Sign parking area, off Haven Road (South Road side). For
information, contact Jack at (845)856-0706 or cell at
(845)649-8720.

Saturday, May 2, 8 am
Spring Migration Warbler Walk with John Haas
We will meet at the “Stop Sign Parking Area” off Haven
Road at 8 am. Bring binoculars. We should see an array of
spring migrants including warblers, orioles, and grosbeaks.
We will move to the Nature Trail from there and finish up at
the Main Boat Launch. The walk will last at least two hours.

Saturday, July 11, 10 am
Reprise of History of the D&H Canal with Gary Keeton
Meet at DEC access road on Route 209 across from the
Hometown Deli in Westbrookville. Contact Gary at
(845)386-4892 for details.

Sunday, May 17, 10am
Hike to Gobbler’s Knob with Mike Medley
Enjoy views of a beautiful 650 acre Shawangunk Ridge
property, which is also site of the proposed Basherkill
Subdivision. The hike gains 450 vertical feet from the
parking area to the Knob, which is almost 1,000 feet high.
Wear comfortable, sturdy shoes; bring water. Trip takes
two hours. Meet at the South Road fishing platform
(Westbrookville end). To register or for more information,
contact Mike at (845)754-0743.

Friday, July 31, 8:30pm
Moonlight Canoe/Kayak Adventure
with Scott Graber and Mike Medley
Experience the Basha Kill from a unique perspective! Must
bring your own vessel. Meet at South Road Boat Launch.
Should register and check trip’s status with Mike at
(845)754-0743.
Saturday, August 1, 8:30 pm
Moonlight Walk with Gary Keeton
Amble along Haven Road and the Railroad Trail. Enjoy
moonrise over the ridge as you discuss the area’s natural
history. Meet at the Haven Road DEC parking lot (209
side). Contact Gary at (845)386-4892 for additional facts.

Sunday, May 31, 8am
Birding for Beginners with Scott Graber
Experience the variety of birdlife that inhabits the Bashakill
with naturalist Scott Graber. This walk will focus on the
basic identification of birds by sight and sound. If you’re
new to birding or have always wondered what birds exist
beyond your backyard, this is the field trip for you!
Binoculars are required and wear sturdy walking shoes.
We’ll meet at the Haven Road DEC parking lot (Rt. 209
side). Call Scott to register and/or for additional information
at 914-799-1313.

Saturday, August 8, 5:30 am
Sunrise Walk with Gary Keeton
Rise and shine! Enjoy the Basha Kill’s wonders from a
different view. Meet at Haven Road DEC parking lot (209
side). Call Gary at (845)386-4892 for information.
2015 CALENDAR continued on page 6
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“Waterways and Wildlife”: Art and Lecture Series at SUNY Orange
by Susan Erny
In our area, the community colleges are one of the richest
sources of cultural offerings. The mastermind behind SUNY
Orange’s Cultural Affairs is Dorothy Szefc (pronounced like
“chef”). Dorothy cooks up a veritable banquet of music,
poetry, drama, art, lectures, and workshops to be enjoyed
throughout the year. A few are planned in support of the
college’s Global Initiative program: “water” was the theme
chosen for this year. So naturally Dorothy thought of the
Basha Kill. She contacted our own Paula Medley and an
Action Alert was sent out by Hattie Grifo to inform members
of an art show which would be held October 16th through
November 23rd. The BKAA was pleased to be invited to
participate.

fabric. Janet Campbell, Stephen and Susan Erny, Bill
Graziano, Cynthia Harris-Pagano, Roberta Rosenthal and
Gene Weinstein were the BKAA members who displayed
their works of art. The lovely renderings reminded this
viewer why we so value and seek to protect the Basha Kill.
In an effort to immerse the community in the “Waterways
and Wildlife” topic, Ms. Szefc also scheduled lectures by
several experts in the exhibit space of the gallery. SUNY
Orange’s Sustainability Coordinator Kirsten Gabrielsen, her
assistant Renee Stover, and Paula Medley were consulted
for recommended speakers. Four top-notch programs were
lined up. Dr. Janet Allen spoke about “Habitat Gardening
for Monarchs and Other Butterflies”. Monhagen Brook
Watershed was the topic Edward Helbig addressed as
Orange County Water Authority education coordinator.
Gene Weinstein presented the “NYS Bald Eagle
Restoration Project”. Martin Borko, (featured in the fall
GUARDIAN) discussed “Wetlands: Their Importance and
Preservation”. Since the last two speakers are directly
connected to the BKAA, highlights of their lectures will be
mentioned in this article.

In the spacious Orange Hall Gallery, thirty artists displayed
over one hundred of their creations. Walking through the
“Waterways and Wildlife” art exhibit was akin to a long drive
through the scenic Hudson Valley. From the Delaware to
the Hudson River, to the Neversink and Walkill Rivers, Wolf
Lake, the D-and-H Canal, Stephen Crane Pond, and our
beloved Basha Kill, the show provided a magnificent, virtual
tour. Views of the Basha Kill featured the wide open
expanses, the twisting, turning southern end of the Basha
Kill, and a scene from the boat launch. Geese, herons,
ducks, eagles, swans, and a thrush were captured on the
canvases as were glimpses of trout, deer, a snake, and
butterflies. Throughout the luscious landscapes were white
birch, lily pads, arrow arum, cattails, and even skunk
cabbage. Besides the usual paints, pastels, sculptures and
photographs, the artists also expressed themselves with
such media as archive pigment prints, giclee prints, and

“NYS Bald Eagle Restoration Project Master Class”
Gene Weinstein spoke about his involvement in the
NYSDEC project to restore bald eagles to our state
between 1988 and 2010. He assisted Peter Nye, DEC
Chief of Endangered Species. Young eaglets, procured
from other states, were fed and cared for by trained workers
from behind a blind using “hacking towers” that were built
to harbor the eaglets. From only 2 nesting eagles in 1976,
WATERWAYS continued on page 8

2015 CALENDAR continued from page 5
Saturday, September 26, 10am
Canoe/Kayak the Basha Kill
with Scott Graber and Mike Medley
Join naturalists Scott and Mike for a late season venture on this first day of autumn. Bring your own vessel. Meet at the
South Road Boat Launch. Call Mike at (845)754-0743 to register and for more details.
Sunday, October 11, 9:30am
Hike the Shawangunk Ridge with Mike Medley
Moderately difficult hike, lasting 4-5 hours. Wear comfortable sturdy shoes and bring water and lunch. Meet at the D&H
Canal Kiosk at the Pat Moore Memorial Picnic Grove on Sullivan Street in Wurtsboro. Must register by calling Mike at
(845)754-0743.
Saturday, October 17, 9:00am
Hike the Minisink Trail at Huckleberry State Forest in the Town of Greenville with Mike Medley
Join Mike on a beautiful 5 mile loop hike on the Shawangunk Ridge. Wear comfortable sturdy shoes and bring water and
lunch. Carpool or travel in a caravan led by Mike. Meet at South Road fishing platform (Westbrookville end) at 9:00am.
Absolutely must register for this trip by calling Mike at (845)754-0743.
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Waterways and Wildlife

“On My Way”

by Gene Weinstein Medium: Color Photograph

Figuring Out My
Life at the
Basha Kill
See page 8

“Downstream
Basha Kill”

by Stephen Erny Medium:
Acrylic Enamel on Wood

“Basha Kill Geese”

by Janet Campbell Medium: Watercolor Paint

Delaware River
Watershed Forum
See page 9

Linda Lou Bartle and Kim Beidler,
Director of the Coalition for the
Delaware River Forum.

“Basha Kill Early Spring”
7

by Cynthia Harris-Pagano Medium: Oil Paint
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Figuring Out My Life at the Basha Kill
By Natasha Duran
opportunity to “shadow” a career that interested them. The
wonderful staff that helped us find our “mimic” told me mine
was one of the hardest if not the hardest to find, as my field
was “environmental journalism.” When we discovered the
Basha Kill Area Association and called them, they
welcomed me with open arms to experience what they had
there at the wetland.

Doctors, Lawyers, Veterinarians, Football players, Fashion
Designers, Models; these are all typical answers you would
get if you asked a group of sixteen year olds what they
wanted to do with their lives. If you asked me about two
months ago my response would have probably been
“….uhh…..” because it was only recently when two things
in my brain clicked and the world seemed a little clearer to
me.

Going to the Basha Kill wetland and experiencing my job
shadow, was the first glimpse at what my future life could
entail. For my job experience, Mike Medley, a member of
the Association, led me on two trails but not before taking
me on my very first (and very scary) canoeing adventure.
Here I learned just how quickly my legs could cramp while
in a canoe, but also the importance of and amazing
interconnectivity of a wetland environment. I learned how
a wetland was used as a breeding area for beavers, ducks,
turtles, eagles and many other types of animals. I learned
the importance of a wetland and all that it has to offer the
world. But I also learned how not all can see the beauty of
nature. I was told that for years a foreign company has
been trying to set up a mushroom company near the
wetland. If this were to happen, the toxic chemicals could
mean destruction and havoc for the wetland, animals and
even people who live nearby.

While everyone can’t wait to make it big, make it to the
fame and glory, I began to look at things in a different light
and that was when I realized that a lot of the things we
worry about don’t really matter. I noticed how mistreated
not only animals on this beloved planet of ours are, but
also our own planet and the environments! People’s
mistreatment of the land is unacceptable and disgusting. I
know working in the environmental field is my calling and
so I began looking into opportunities that would allow me
to get a feel for this work.
Luckily for me my school, S.S. Seward Institute, was doing
a job shadow program in which students had the
WATERWAYS continued from page 6
the project successfully increased the count to 658 in 2010.
As a volunteer monitor, Weinstein would sit for hours to
catch the eagles in his lens. He took thousands of pictures.
Many of those images were shown during his lecture and
were also exhibited in the gallery. (This program
unfortunately, was held on the same day as the BKAA’s
Annual Meeting on October 25th .)

Hearing this proved to me how important it is to speak for
the environment and help to protect it. It makes me feel
better about what I want to do with my life and shows me
that the environment is constantly being threatened and
how if people don’t join together to stop these threats,
things could get ugly. Ultimately my long-term goal is to
work for National Geographic and travel the world writing
for them, but I’ll cross that bridge when I get to it. Finally, I
want to thank Mike and Paula Medley as well as the Basha
Kill Wetland itself, for helping me figure out my life, being
the stepping stones I need to get my foot in the door, and
showing me that life is not all that meets the eyes when
looking at it from a canoe.

“Wetlands: Their Importance and Preservation”
Martin Borko, a biology professor at SUNY Orange for 22
years, drew a large crowd the evening of November 19th.
He began by noting that our two most vital resources,
water and air, are both seriously threatened. Slides
accompanied his fast-paced talk.
His discourse
considered the many forms in which water exists with
photographic examples of each one. Both coastal and
freshwater wetlands are crucial environmentally, he
explained, for a number of reasons: their capacity to filter
and clean water, to provide an environment for unique flora
and fauna, and to prevent flooding. Speaking of the Basha
Kill, Borko pointed out that it is also important for its
recreational value, bird watching in particular. He lauded
the BKAA for its efforts to preserve the fragile ecosystem
of the Basha Kill.
The BKAA’s table with brochures and field guides drew
attention from quite a few people. This series presented a
great opportunity to expose the general public to the
wonders of the Basha Kill and our Association, the BKAA.
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2nd Annual Delaware River Watershed Forum
By Linda Lou Bartle, JWM Water Testing Coordinator

DELAWARE RIVER continued on page 10
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Girl Scout Troop #559 Tour of Basha Kill Wetlands
An amazing time was had by all who attended the Pine
Bush Girl Scout Trip to the Basha Kill Wetlands on
September 26. Ten scouts, some siblings, and 8 parents
experienced this natural habitat. As a troop leader, I
encourage my girls to get outdoors and discover as much
as they can. We live in such a stunning area that offers us
so many natural resources to explore and study. Becoming
educated about wetlands, their origins and importance,
provided a great learning adventure for both scouts and
parents.
Michael Medley, our tour guide, possessed a wealth of
information he thoroughly enjoyed sharing with the girls,
who went home repeating facts acquired on their outing!
Michael began the trip by showing beautiful wildlife pictures
and items that could be touched, like the skull and shell of
a snapping turtle. Then he set up a spotting scope, where
everyone glimpsed a breathtaking view of a Bald Eagle
perched high on a tree across the water. “I see it; I see it!,”

By Tara Vero, Troop Leader

they excitedly screeched. After that, we walked down a trail,
once a railroad track, to the observation tower. The girls
delighted in skipping down the path and stopping to
investigate along the way, noticing where snapping turtles
lay their eggs or how deer mark trees. They even found
some snapping turtle egg shells.
Once we reached the tower, we took turns climbing up and
looking at the Basha Kill’s magnificent views. The scenery
is truly peaceful and serene, you find yourself relaxed,
quiet, and at ease, absorbing it all. On our return, the girls
were also fortunate to note a Great Blue Heron lift off and
take flight!
I cannot say enough about this place and BKAA mentor,
Michael. It was a very educational and enlightening day.
Thank you so much BKAA! I highly recommend scouts,
schools, and other organizations to participate in this
unique experience. You will not be disappointed.

DELAWARE RIVER continued from page 9
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Master Naturalist Program Takes Your Love for the Environment
a Step Above the Ordinary By Jane Anderson
When our family first discovered the Bashakill, we were settling
into our new lives away from busy suburbia. Nearly every day,
we discovered a bird we hadn’t seen before, watched a new
wildflower bloom, and heard the call of an unknown animal
deep in the woods. Eager to learn as much as we could, we
obtained a field guide and entertained ourselves by identifying
whatever we could. The more we penciled into that book, the
more we appreciated the blessings that nature provides.
Do you have that same thirst for knowledge? So did Carol
Linguanti, a Nature Watch volunteer, who took her interest a
step further and recently became certified as a Master
Naturalist. Similar to a Master Gardener, Master Naturalist
certification provides intensive education to participants,
earning them the credibility necessary to teach other people
about the area’s natural resources, plant life and wildlife.
On a recent brisk day on Mount Peter, Linguanti explained how
her certification all came about. She said she has always had
an interest in nature and wildlife, and when she, her husband
and four sons moved to Warwick more than 20 years ago,
Linguanti discovered the Mount Peter Hawk Watch. The watch
is a 5-acre patch of land on Kane Road, off 17A and just past
the Bellvale Creamery. A wooden deck offers miles-long vistas
of the mountains and valley. The watch overlooks a “skyway”
used by migrating hawks; visitors enjoy seeing flocks, or
“kettles,” of dozens - and sometimes over a hundred - of the
raptors.
“After I dropped my boys off at nursery school, instead of
grocery shopping, I’d run up to the hawk watch,” Linguanti said
with a smile. Soon, she had eight-hour shifts at the hawk watch,
identifying raptors and other birds and conducting official
counts.
She’d heard of the master naturalist program in other states,
and after some sleuthing she discovered it was offered in New
York through Cornell University.
The program requires participants to take a 16-hour mandatory
“Certified Naturalist” course, 14 hours of additional coursework
and 30 hours of volunteer work. Linguanti attended the
weekend-long “Certified Naturalist” training at Cornell’s Arnot
Teaching and Research Forest, about 15 miles southwest of
Ithaca. The weekend training costs about $200, which includes
bunk-style cabin housing, meals and training materials. “It was
so much fun; it was like summer camp,” Linguanti said. “I’d
never had a chance to go to camp as a kid.” She came away
newly educated on all aspects of wildlife, with deep
appreciation and respect of her instructors, who are Cornell
University professors eager to share their wealth of knowledge.
Once she finished that course, Linguanti became a certified
naturalist. To become a master naturalist, she needed to
continue her coursework and complete more volunteer hours.

So she marched on, completed 39 hours of additional training
and contributed 30 hours of volunteer time.
The additional training can take many forms. If you are a fan of
immersion, you can take more courses through Cornell’s
Conservation Education Program at the Arnot Forest. For most
people with busy schedules, like Linguanti, there are regularly
held “webcasts” online that will satisfy requirements. County
Cooperative Extension offices offer courses as well, as long as
they are pre-approved by Master Naturalist faculty. If
participants find other science-based courses outside those
sources, they can request that they be approved for credit as
well. No matter how course credits are obtained, the
coursework needs to fulfill a total of 3 categories: six credits in
ecosystems; six credits in conservation issues; six credits in
identifying organisms; and an additional 12 credits from any of
the three categories. The weekend Certified Naturalist course
at Arnot satisfies 16 of the total 30 credits.
For her volunteer work, Linguanti chose to conduct nightly frog
and toad surveys as part of the North American Amphibian
Monitoring Program. She also conducted vernal pool surveys
at Wallkill River National Wildlife Refuge, and participated in
weekly waterfowl surveys on the refuge, identifying and
counting all of the ducks within a given area.
The Basha Kill Area Association provided another opportunity
for Linguanti to exercise her “naturalist muscles.” She became
a Nature Watch volunteer for the BKAA, spending enjoyable
weekend days sharing her knowledge of the eagle and osprey
nests with visitors at the boat launch.
You can take as long as you want to complete the
requirements, a fact that was helpful to Linguanti when life
issues got in the way. “But this year, I told myself, ‘Just do it,’
so I did,” she said.
There are no hard-and-fast prerequisites to register for the
program. Cornell describes it as “an adult education program
designed for educators, land trust personnel, private
landowners, land managers, natural resource professionals,
and citizens with a passion for our natural environment.” As far
as volunteer and outreach requirements, each participant
develops “her/his own activity plan according to his or her own
interests and strengths,” the university states.
Linguanti’s education hasn’t stopped once she had her
certificate in hand. To maintain Master Naturalist certification, a
naturalist needs to complete eight hours of additional advanced
training and contribute 20 hours of volunteer service each year.
The requirements don’t bother Linguanti. Leaning on the rail of
the hawk watch platform, as a cold wind ruffled her hair, she
recounted a day when she saw a kettle of about 200 broadwinged hawks.
MASTER NATURALIST continued on page 12
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MASTER NATURALIST continued from page 11

Summitville Hawk Watch Results
2014 By John H. Haas

“Once you see that, you’re hooked,” she said. “This, I’ll do until
I can’t get up here anymore.”

We have just completed our Hawk Watch season for the
year. As is the case with all birding, no two years are ever
the same. The normal weather pattern for September and
October is a series of fronts coming in from the northwest
with periods of settled weather in between. This pattern
never took place this year. Instead, winds and weather predominantly came from the south and east. This is the second year in a row that this pattern developed. This made
for a beautiful fall with warm temperatures and sunny skies.
That resulted in long periods of no movement of raptors.
When winds would finally turn around, it was for a brief period. As a result our totals were similar to last years. We
had a good flight of American Kestrels. We had only one
GOLDEN EAGLE pass the watch this year, but a second
bird not seen from the watch ended up at the Bashakill and
was found by myself and Scott Baldinger. It is always exciting to see this huge raptor up close. For a great comparison, an Adult Bald Eagle was present with the juvenile
Golden Eagle. The size difference was notable and very
impressive. While our counts weren’t high, the diversity
was great. We had a total of sixteen raptor species pass
the tower this year. This included eagles, hawks, Osprey,
falcons and vultures. It will be interesting to see what we
get next year.

For more information on Cornell University’s Master Naturalist
program, contact Kristi Sullivan, Director of the New York
Master Naturalist Program, at the Cornell Dept. of Natural
Resources, 218 Fernow Hall, Ithaca, NY 14853. Phone: 607255-5508.
Online:
http://blogs.cornell.edu/cerp/master-naturalist-program/faqs/
For more on the wildlife surveys in which Linguanti
participated, visit the North American Amphibian Monitoring
Program website at https://www.pwrc.usgs.gov/naamp/, or the
Wallkill River National Wildlife Refuge website at
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/Wallkill_River/about.html.
Jane Anderson is a freelance writer, editor and proofreader who is
always looking for more opportunities to write, edit and otherwise
flex her creative muscles, especially when it comes to nature. She
lives in Winterton with her husband, Jim, and three children Marty,
Ellen and Thomas, who love to hike and ramble around the Bashakill
and other spots of beauty. She may be reached at 845-699-8769 or
via email at jane.anderson.wvt@gmail.com.

Sunset on the Basha Kill
By Susan Erny

Late day lemon sky
Illuminated tree tops
Fall’s last luster glows
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By Linda Lou Bartle
This was our second year at the Otisville Country fair. I
brought along a sampling of our volunteer programs to
show to the public. Displays included photos from the Nature Watch program and the annual clean up, along with
sample data of water testing results. A large 22x34 painting of the Basha Kill, with it's testing locations and focal
points, was displayed also. Although it seemed less busy
this year, with uncooperative weather the first two days,
we did engage with over a hundred people. This was about
the same as last year.
I must give thanks and credit to Truth Muller, who spoke
with about half of those people. His Buddies for Bats Booth
was an added bonus that helped a great deal this year. He
and his parents set up on Saturday morning for the day,
and Truth educated our locals about his cause as only he
can ! I would also thank Nature Watch volunteer Elieen
Lake for giving up her Sunday afternoon and joining me
once again. Both Eileen and Truth made the four day fair
much more interesting this year!

!

12

)

!#"(#)*#+'
!!!!!!!!!!!"!

,$(-*#+'
!!!!!!!##!

.-/#)*#+'
!!!!!!!!!!!$!

0-(12'
!!!!!!!!!#%!

!!!!!!!!!!!"!

!!!!!!!!!!!#!

!!!!!!!!!!!"!

!!!!!!!!!#!

!!!!!!!!!!!&'!

!!!!!!!!!!&#!

!!!!!!!!!!&!

!!!!!!!!!#&!

!!!!!!!!!!!&(!

!!!!!!!!!!)!

!!!!!!!!!!"!

!!!!!!!!$#!

!!!!!!!!!!!$!

!!!!!!!!!!&$!

!!!!!!!!!!"!

!!!!!!!!!&)!

!!!!!!!!!!$&!

!!!!!!!!!$"*!

!!!!!!!!!$!

!!!!!!!!$$(!

!!!!!!!!!!!+!

!!!!!!!!!!!&"!

!!!!!!!!!!"!

!!!!!!!&+!

!!!!!!!!!!!!"!

!!!!!!!!!!!"!

!!!!!!!!!!$!

!!!!!!!$!

!!!!!!!!!!!!"!

!!!!!!!!!!&)!

!!!!!!!!!&!

!!!!!!&%!

!!!!!!!!%)'!

!!!!!!!!!"!

!!!!!!!!!!!!"!

!!!!%)'!

!!!!!!!!!!&!

!!!!!!!!!$#%!

!!!!!!!!!!*+!

!!!!!!!#")!

!!!!!!!!!!"!

!!!!!!!!!!!&!

!!!!!!!!!!!"!

!!!!!!!!!&!

!!!!!!!!&"!

!!!!!!!!!!$$!

!!!!!!!!!!!!"!

!!!!!!!!!#$!

!!!!!!!!!!!"!

!!!!!!!!!!!#!

!!!!!!!!!!!!"!

!!!!!!!!!!#!

!!!!!!!!!!!#!

!!!!!!!!!!%!

!!!!!!!!!!!!"!

!!!!!!!!+!

!!!!!!!!!!!"!

!!!!!!!!!!$!

!!!!!!!!!!!!"!

!!!!!!!!!!!$!

!!!!!*$+!

!!!!!!%*%!

!!!!!!!!')!

!!!!&,$*'!

BKAA GUARDIAN

Winter 2014-15

Canoe / Kayak the Basha Kill

Mid-Hudson Area Retired
Teachers (MARTA) Members on
Basha Kill Hike

By Scott Graber
The morning of September 27th was a bit hazy, yet mostly
sunny at the Bashakill. Autumn temperatures had not quite
arrived; still plenty of color was on display from the Red
Maples and Tupelos growing on the shores of this
magnificent wetland. This was also the morning that the
annual autumn canoe/kayak trip was to depart from the
South Road boat launch.

By Mary Lou Deitrich
On Tuesday, September 23, fifteen Mid-Hudson Area
Retired Teachers (MARTA) members took a tour of the
Basha Kill under the guidance of the extremely
knowledgeable tour guide, Mike Medley. It was an
extraordinarily beautiful September day to take a walk in
nature. Mike provided us with much information about the
birds, fish, wildlife, and vegetation that are part of the
Basha Kill.

Twelve boats followed Mike Medley and me as we kept
watchful eyes open for wildlife while conversing about the
many wonders of the Bashakill. On the first leg of the
journey, we observed a few small groups of Mallards and
Wood Ducks flying along the west side of the marsh. Not
terribly far from our boats, a few Great Blue Herons were
observed. We also took note of a large nest that was
home to an Osprey family just a few short months ago.

The hike was quite leisurely, approximately 2 mile walk. As
we strolled along soaking in all that nature had to offer us,
Mike pointed out many items of interest that we might have
overlooked if we had been walking on our own. We were
lucky enough to spot some blue herons, egrets, wood
ducks, geese, and warblers to name a few of the birds.
The Basha Kill is home to so many beautiful birds and a
few were willing to put on a show for us to admire.

Eventually we maneuvered southward toward the “big
island”. A bird of prey was soon spotted on a tall snag.
Unfortunately, between the harsh angle of the sun and a
long viewing distance, clear identification of the bird
seemed nearly impossible. We paddled onward with
hopes of seeing this probable “hawk” from a different
position. Along the way, everyone had the opportunity to
marvel over the massive Bald Eagle nest that sits near the
top of the island’s large lone White Pine. This nest has
been in use for many years and continues to be a popular
component of the BKAA’s Nature Watch program each
spring.

We looked through the spotting scope and viewed the nest
of the resident eagle pair and of the osprey.
Mike explained how the process of how they build their
nests. However, the eagles and osprey were not home for
us to observe. We did see gorgeous photos and Mike
explained the nesting habits of these birds. He also pointed
out the best place to view them from the shore and from a
kayak or canoe.

Before long, we moved beyond the southern tip of the
island and finally had our chance to better observe our
mystery bird. Identification was now easier as the hawk’s
barred rust-colored chest feathers were quite evident. It
was a Red-shouldered Hawk! This is a raptor that can
locally be seen year-round – particularly near wet areas.
Shortly after, several large birds were seen soaring high
over the western ridge. We were now being treated to the
sight of two Bald Eagles and two Red-Tailed Hawks. Three
birds of prey species in just a few minutes! A terrific finale
to an especially great morning.

He made us aware of all the vegetation including the red
maple, the mosses and beautiful ferns that blanket the
paths. We spotted a couple of frogs and even a red eft.
There was so much to take in and enjoy.
As educators, there is always a strong desire to learn
more, so we peppered Mike with many, many questions.
He answered all of them, provided us with examples, and
even had books and pamphlets available for use to learn
more. This short hike was an amazing learning experience
for all of us. Regardless of how many times we had been
to the Basha Kill, I think we all learned something new.

Please check the BKAA website or newsletter for dates of
2015 outings including the Full Moon and early Autumn
Bashakill paddles. We hope to see you back at the
Bashakill.

The hike ended all too soon and everyone is anxious to
get back to the Basha Kill. Therefore, we are planning
hikes in the spring and possibly a kayaking/canoeing trip.
Stay tuned for MARTA Spring Activities. Check out our
website www.midhudsonrta.org and email us at
midhudsonretiredteachers@gmail.com if you have any
questions.
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BKAA Participates in Sustainability
Day at SUNY Sullivan

CSD is held annually on the 4th Wednesday of October, with
celebrations occurring all week, and throughout the entire
month of October.

By Kathy Scullion, Instructional Assistant in the Division of
Science, Technology and Mathematics, SUNY Sullivan

History - Since 2003, Campus Sustainability Day (CSD) has
been a time to reflect on the success of the sustainability
movement in higher education. Hundreds of campuses and
dozens of supporting organizations have contributed to the
national day of celebration by hosting discussions, webcasts,
panels, and more.

It’s not easy being green, and it can be even harder to convince
others to adopt sustainable practices or to protect wildlife and
habitats without coming across as condescending or preachy.
That’s why I think that tabling events where attendees can
browse materials and ask questions of representatives of
organizations can be an effective, low-pressure way of learning
about environmental issues and initiatives. SUNY Sullivan
recently held such an event to celebrate Campus Sustainability
Day on Wednesday, October 22nd.

Campus Sustainability Day 2014: Empowering Change on
Campus and in the Community: October 22, 2014
Campus Sustainability Day (CSD) is a time to recognize the
successes, challenges, and innovations of sustainability in
higher education on each campus. The theme for the upcoming
Campus Sustainability Day is Empowering Change on Campus
and in the Community.

Campus Sustainability Day (CSD) was created in 2003 to
celebrate the achievements of students, faculty, and staff
working to instill sustainability principles in colleges and
universities and their surrounding communities. Colleges
across the country create events that include speakers,
activities, and outreach to educate and engage participants.

RUPCO Rural Ulster Preservation Company – Michael D’Arcy

Minisink Trail Hike with Mike Medley

The theme for CSD 2014 was “Empowering Change on
Campus and in the Community.” SUNY Sullivan embraced this
theme by hosting a renewable energy symposium that was
open to the public, and by inviting a diverse assortment of
environmental organizations to set up exhibits for the day. The
BKAA was represented by our tireless leader, Paula Medley.
She was in good company with colleagues from the Sullivan
County Audubon Society, Catskill Mountainkeeper, Sullivan
Renaissance, Morgan Outdoors, Sullivan County Recycling,
several college organizations, and all of the renewable energy
exhibitors set up throughout the corridors.

By Lara R. Sheikh
On October 18, Mike Medley led a group of 16 local
residents on the annual Fall Minisink Trail Hike. We were
a diverse group ranging from teens to grandparents. If you
haven’t been, this is a beautiful trail with views of rich
farmland below in the Neversink Valley, as well as the
breathtaking Shawangunk Ridge towering over Route 84.
Our lunch stop was strategically timed to take advantage
of the best of the views.
Even the most knowledgeable naturalist is bound to learn
something new on a BKAA hike – and this one did not
disappoint. We learned the history of the hemlock tree in
the Catskills, which was nearly depleted by the tanning
industry about 100 years ago. Fortunately, they seem to
be making a comeback, as we saw literally hundreds of
beautiful hemlocks. Among other interesting things, we
learned that certain species of frogs in the area freeze
during Winter (including their hearts, which stop beating)
only to come back to life when they defrost in the Spring.
We also learned about burls, which are knots that form on
trees undergoing stress. The wood contained in burls is
particularly beautiful and is often sliced and used as veneer
by furniture makers. Lastly, we learned how to tell the
difference between an eagle or hawk and a raptor (such
as a turkey vulture) in flight. A raptor’s wings arch, whereas
a hawk or an eagle’s wings remain flat.

In addition to the energy symposium and exhibits, there were
several tours given by faculty and students from the Green
Building Maintenance and Management Program. They gave
tours of our geothermal heating and cooling system, solar array,
wind turbine, composting facility, and community garden.
Bill Cutler, Sullivan County Recycling Coordinator, said that his
only complaint about the day is that he was too busy talking to
participants to visit the other exhibits or attend the energy talks.
We are glad there was enough interest to keep him so busy!
Campus Sustainability Day (CSD) celebrates sustainability in
higher education.
Each October, colleges and universities are encouraged to
create events on campus and elsewhere that draw participants
for the exchange of ideas and knowledge among faculty, staff,
and students, from across all departments and disciplines, and
even from across the campus “edge” between town and gown.
CSD is devoted specifically to the achievements of, and
challenges for, the tens of thousands of students, faculty, and
staff working to instill sustainability principles in higher
education institutions and their surrounding communities.
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There is no better way to learn about the natural wonders
of the Bashakill area than by going on a BKAA led hike.
Mike Medley is a tremendous resource of information
about the natural wonders of the Bashakill area and his
hikes tend to attract many knowledgeable local residents
who add to the experience.
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Getting a Better View from the
Observation Tower Photo by Mary
See MARTA page 13

Lou Deitrich

Girl Scout Troop #559 Tour of Basha Kill Wetlands
See page 10 Photo by Tara Vero

Autumn Canoe/Kayak Paddle
See page 13 Photo by Scott Graber

Master Naturalist Program
See page 11 Photo by Jane Anderson

Desmond Oxford McDaniel
Warwick resident and Nature Watch volunteer Carol Linguanti,
here at the Mount Peter Hawk Watch in Warwick, recently earned
her certification as a Master Naturalist through Cornell University.
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Jack Orth Memorial
Scholarship Winner
See page 16
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BKAA Jack Orth Memorial
Scholarship Winner

Jack Orth Memorial Basha Kill Area
Association Scholarship Essay

By Marcia Briggs Wallace

By Desmond Oxford McDaniel

We are pleased to announce that we have another BKAA
Jack Orth Memorial Scholarship winner at Sullivan County
Community College (SCCC). He is Desmond Oxford
McDaniel, who is working towards Associate’s Degree in
the Green Building and Management major. (Just another
reminder for our members: the Jack Orth legacy
bequeathed to the BKAA was turned over to SCCC in
2003 to fund scholarships in the environmental science.)
Mr. McDaniel has currently completed 32 credits and has
a 3.06 Grade Point Average. We congratulate our
scholarship recipient and wish him well with his studies.
His qualifying essay and a picture follow.

Growing up in the foothills of the Catskill Mountains I’ve
cultivated a deep respect for all the mighty forces in Nature.
Only in recent years though, has my attention fully shifted
into practicing the natural arts and sciences that maintain
the balances within the universe.
As a child I spent summers playing at local parks and
walking through the forests behind my house. In the winter,
my older brother and I would build snow forts for our annual
snow ball fights and make jumps at the bottom of hills for
us to sled off to.
My time spent within natural environments has given me
insight as to what course of action would be appropriate
for me to take in this time of global transformation. With
that said, I will be opening a bio-dynamic fruit and
vegetable farm that integrates both ancient
agricultural/construction techniques along with modern
technologies that harness the energy from the sun, wind,
water, and earth. Additionally, I will be creating a space on
this farm that encourages community economics by
forming cooperatives with skilled tradesman and artisans
to promote and raise awareness of their activities.
Only through community action will we be able to protect
ourselves and our environments from the hazards posed
by natural gas fracking and unsustainable development.
And only through tight knit community trade networks will
we be able to financially support ourselves and avoid the
adverse effects associated with the fore mentioned
practices like hydro-fracking.

Lions Club Walk and Wine
Fundraiser

I am Desmond Oxford McDaniel and the support from this
scholarship will greatly contribute to paying for my tuition
and assist me in graduating from Sullivan County
Community College with a degree that will further my
studies into the natural arts and sciences of building a
healthy community. Thank you for considering my
application and for your continued work in preserving the
unique eco-system of the Basha Kill Wildlife Management
Area.

By Linda Lou Bartle
Celebrating the fall foliage while raising money for a great
cause, the local Lions Club had its Wine and Walk
Fundraiser at the Bashakill Vineyards on October 18, 2014.
BKAA volunteer Joseph Putnam and myself set up spotting
scopes at the boat launch about noontime. These scopes
provided views of the eagles nest with one adult on the
branch for a little while. I walked several groups to the
south Observation tower , while some went out on their
own, including a few people who walked the trails for the
first time. All were smiling!

In Memoriam

With profound regret and sadness, the BKAA
announces the recent passing of long-time,
valued members Loretta Franklin and Eddy Jones.

Mike Medley joined us around 3pm and so did a few
Redtail Hawks ( I think he brought them). More than 100
people attended the event and the Lions Club successfully
raised more donations than last year. Special thank you to
Joseph Putnam and Mike Medley for helping us make this
fundraiser special for the Lions club.

Our entire organization sends its heartfelt
condolences to their families and friends.

16

BKAA GUARDIAN

Winter 2014-15

Hiking the Shawangunk Trail

reds and yellows. The sun hit one tree at just the right
angle so that especially against the azure sky you would
have thought God must have come along before we got
there and painted it.

By Lorry Green
My first memory of the day was the annoying high pitched
sound being made by the alarm on my cell phone,
screaming at me to wake up. The day of the hike along the
Shawangunk Ridge, that I had signed up for two weeks
earlier, had arrived. This was yet another one of my futile
attempts to prove that I was the robust man in my 20s that
existed in my head; instead of the grandfather of three in
his 60s, that existed in reality. I was determined however,
I had told Mike Medley, the hike leader, that as long as the
trail didn’t involve using ropes or scaling up rock face cliffs,
I should be all right. In addition to calling Mike, my
commitment also extended to buying myself a fancy pair of
hiking boots in Monticello. I couldn’t let all that go to waste.
Paula said it was going to be cold so I put on four separate
layers of clothing. I quickly ate breakfast, and then packed
whatever looked easiest to grab from the refrigerator, as
well as two bottles of water into a canvas carrying bag.
Leaving the house I realized that the temperature was only
37 degrees. My first thought was that no one was around
to see me, so that maybe I could climb back into my nice
warm bed, go back to sleep, and pretend I had done the
hike.

Since we were deep in the woods, other than the trees,
there wasn’t much else to see. Most of us concentrated on
looking at our feet to make sure that we didn’t stumble over
a rock, slip on pile of wet leaves or fall into a rabbit hole. At
about one hour into the hike we finally broke out and could
see the Wurtsboro Valley below us and the Basha Kill to
our South West.
It was a stunning view. Looking down you could see 209,
the Wurtsboro Airport and of course the Kohl’s warehouse.
Following 209 as it headed north, you could see what
looked like a small canal of water. I believe that this was the
part of the D&H canal in Summitville. (About three weeks
ago, I did a bike ride up the newly renovated tow path from
Wurtsboro up to where the path intersected 209 North of
Summitville; but I guess that will be part of some future
story. My thanks however to all of those people that made
the opening of that path to hikers and bike riders possible.)
Following our breakout we again entered the woods and
once again saw magnificent displays of Sullivan County
Fall foliage. At one point we came across a stand of white
birch trees. This brought back many fond memories. When
I was a young boy during the late 1950s, our entire area in
Mamakating Park was populated with white birch trees. I
remember going to my grandfather’s house, and seeing all
of those strange thin white trees with their dark scars.
Unfortunately, for whatever reason, most of them are now
gone. My current house is down the road from my
grandfather’s, and we only have one white birch tree that
certainly looks like it is struggling.

About 20 minutes later, though, I was meeting everyone at
the D&H Park in Wurtsboro. Mike was joined by Sona
Mason of the NY-NJ Trail Conference to guide our hike up
to the Ridge. In addition to myself there were eight other
people. My first thought was that if we were all going to
appear in some sort of a fitness ad, I was clearly going to
be in the “before” picture, while the other eight were going
to be in the “after”. I was hoping that my fancy boots would
at least impress them a little.

At about noon, we all stopped on a rock outcropping to
have lunch. I really didn’t remember what I had packed for
lunch. I was concerned about the lack of refrigeration on
the hike and simply reached into the freezer and pulled out
the first two things that fell into my hands. Turns out, that
what fell out was half a hamburger, and a grilled chicken
quarter. After hiking along the ridge for over two hours
though, anything would have looked good.

We drove to the VFW parking lot which was the starting
point for the hike, and from the moment we all exited our
cars, it was apparent that the entire area was going to be
putting on one of its most spectacular shows for us. The
initial half mile or so was uphill. Mike and Sona pointed out
various interesting things for us to observe. I had brought
my camera and took a few pictures. The first thing we saw
was a tree gall. Many lifetimes ago, I had taken a course
in botany and knew that while these structures looked like
simple ugly bumps on a tree, in fact they were a form of
tree tumor that can be caused by the bacteria
Agrobacterium tumefaciens. I had read about them but this
was the first one I had ever seen.

We then turned around and headed back to our starting
point. The steepest climb we had during the entire hike was
the one we hit just after lunch. Fortunately, after we
finished it, most of the way back was downhill. I’m not sure
how far we had hiked. One person had a GPS that
indicated that the straight line distance from where we had
parked the cars, to where we had stopped for lunch, was
about 1 ¾ miles. This however, did not take into account all
of the zig zagging we had done both coming up to the ridge
and then coming down. We had walked for about a total of
HIKING THE SHAWANGUNKS continued on page 18

After our initial climb we did a series of zig zag legs first
heading North East, and then heading South West, as we
gradually climbed the Shawangunk Mountain. We saw
some spectacular examples of leaves shedding their
Summer greens and displaying an amazing assortments of
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The Cottonwood Foundation is a small, charitable
foundation established in 1955 by a family that wanted to
give “seed money” to projects that would “make a
difference” in the lives of people and to 501-c-3
organizations for which their grant would be meaningful.
Over the past 55 years, they have awarded grants to more
than 500 organizations to fund projects as diverse as halfway homes for battered women, a library for children in
Kenya, a dance studio in Harlem, a jobs program in the
Bronx, arts in the Connecticut prison system, programs to
combat hunger or give jobs to the homeless, and,
environmental organizations. The name came about
because the donor did not want her name in the title. She
was with the attorney who helped establish the foundation,
sitting under a cottonwood tree. Cottonwood seemed a
logical choice of a name. Grants were as small as $500 as
recently as 20 years ago. Grants have been raised to the
current $3000 and I’m pleased to announce that BKAA was
awarded one!

Novice Grant-writing
by Maura Muller
A dear volunteer at the New York Public Library, where I
work, approached me recently.
Does Truth’s organization, “Buddies for Bats” qualify as a
501c3?” she asked me.
No, why?” I replied.
She explained that she served on the board of The
Cottonwood Foundation and that they gave grants to small
non-profits. Did I know of any small, deserving non-profits?
Well, of course I did! I went on to tell her about the BKAA
and the volunteer work our entire family does for the BKAA.
After speaking for a few minutes, she encouraged me to
have the BKAA apply. I sent the information off to Paula
Medley feeling happy that I could be of help. Paula called
me a few days later mentioning that she was too busy
preparing for the annual meeting and working on many
other projects, so could I please write the grant
application? I said I would and then hung up the phone and
panicked. I had never written a grant application before! I
quickly checked out the library book, “The Complete Book
of Grant Writingn by Nancy Burke Smith and speed read
through it for pointers. After carefully following the (under’s
guidelines, I rubbed my lucky penny across the application
and mailed it in with fingers crossed.

The $3,000 grant will be split between revising and
reprinting the diminishing supply of important brochures
and funding 5 campers to the Department of
Environmental Conservation’s summer camps. Many
thanks to my dear friend for encouraging me and to the
Cottonwood Foundation for approving the BKAA.
Now that I feel more confident, I’m taking a class on grantwriting at The Foundation Center in NYC in November
because I saw on a website that Toyota has a $5,000 grant
that I think the BKAA could qualify for. Have you seen any
possible funding or grant opportunities lately?

HIKING THE SHAWANGUNKS continued from page 17
four hours, and probably averaged about 1 and ½ miles
per hour, so I would guess we probably walked about six
miles.
When we got back, Sona showed us a collection of leaves
she had gathered while walking and gave us all a crash
course on which leaves came from which trees. I had no
idea that our area contained such a wide diversity of tree
and leaf types. We all congratulated each other for
surviving the hike and thanked Mike and Sona for leading
it and teaching us.
As I was driving back home, my body started to remind me
that I am not in my 20s, and that I really do have three
grandchildren. I am looking forward to them coming to visit
me next Summer so that I can take them all on a hike to the
Shawangunk Ridge. They are at least the fifth generation
of my family to have a connection to our area, and I’m
hoping that some day they will be able to take their own
grandchildren on this hike along the Shawangunk Ridge. I
want to make sure that it is still going to be here, when they
are; so as soon as I walked into my house I went on line,
and made another donation to the Basha Kill Area
Association. If you want our rural area to still be here for
your grandchildren’s grandchildren, you may want to think
about donating also.
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Winterton Residents Unite to Voice Concerns About Seven Peaks
By Cecelia Walsh
unsuitable, due to failing perc tests. Another attempt to
develop the mountain, directly above my neighborhood,
occurred in 2007. Michael Kuhl proposed building
Stoneleigh Woods Major Subdivision, with 22 homes.
(Seven Peaks surrounds Kuhl’s property on three sides).
When preliminary work began, my neighborhood
experienced rivers of water running through properties,
ripping up driveways and the road. We followed the water
uphill to find its source - the Kuhl property. At the
Mamakating Planning Board meeting, July 24, 2007, my
neighbors and I voiced our issues with the proposed
development. (Minutes of that meeting indicate all who
spoke). Development plans were withdrawn at the next
meeting. Several years later, another neighborhood in
Winterton, including Silvermine Estate Rd. and Shirley
Lane, experienced the same types of problem from storm
water runoff, shortly after the model home for Seven Peaks
was erected on the mountain ridge.

I am writing as the coordinator of the Concerned Residents
of Winterton. We are homeowners and taxpayers who live
on the mountain, below where the proposed Seven Peaks
development is to be built. We are down gradient of the
southeastern part of Seven Peaks. We are the families that
will be directly impacted by this venture, which developer
Shalom Lamm wants to construct on a shale mountain,
with its steep slopes and poor soil quality.
In April 2014, I learned of plans for developing this
mountain - in the form of Seven Peaks - a gated
community with 49 huge single family homes (each over
8,000 square feet), with alternative septic systems for
each, and a barn, and where the responsibility for the
maintenance of the private roads rests with a homeowners’
association.
I immediately galvanized my neighbors, and started a letter
writing campaign, where I and 33 other families sent
individual letters to the Mamakating Planning Board,
advising them of the problems already existing in our area,
at different homes, both with storm water runoff,
inadequate drainage, and soil with high water tables. We
became empowered. I also wrote a lengthy letter (8 pages)
to the Mamakating Town Board, which 127 people signed,
listing our concerns: storm water runoff, the effectiveness
of questionable alternative septic systems built on shale
on sloping land for each home, the lack of available water
for the proposed development, having extremely large
homes which can accommodate many people and where
there is no code limiting occupancy. There is also the
uncertainty of effective maintenance of private roads on
steep slopes, and problems which might arise regarding
volunteer fire department and emergency vehicles
accessibility.

At the July 22 site visit, I and several Winterton neighbors
showed the area to planning board members, and
engineers from Mamakating, the BKAA, and Seven Peaks.
In writing about the site visit, the BKAA engineer indicated
his concern with stormwater and poor drainage.
Surprisingly, the follow-up report by the Seven Peaks
engineer Tom Reilly had inaccuracies, including blaming
one person’s water problems on roof leaders, even though
he had never even stopped to see the property. I wrote
the Planning Board informing them of these error.
The Concerned Residents of Winterton has been steadily
increasing in numbers since April. A large number attended
the informational meeting at the Mamakating Town Hall
Sept. 30, 2014. Along with the BKAA and others, we
demonstrated, by wearing badges, our solidarity,
questioning Seven Peaks’ viability. A discrepancy was
noticed with the new numbering of lots which did not match
up with older soil test results. Consequently, we are
extremely aware of the need for continued vigilance with
this project. We will be relentless in protecting our
Winterton area from any negative impacts from Seven
Peaks. For more information, please contact Paula Medley
at infoatthebashakill.org

At this time, at planning board meetings, I met Paula
Medley of the BKAA. I would like to commend her and the
BKAA for their work, and assistance to the Concerned
Residents of Winterton. We have benefitted from the
reports done by their experts - engineer Andrew
Willingham , hydro-geologist Dr. Katherine Beinkafner (of
Mid-Hudson Geosciences), and ecological consultant
James Barbour. We support the BKAA’s position on Seven
Peaks, and their desire to protect the Basha Kill watershed
and surrounding area from ecological degradation.
The Mamakating Planning Board has taken our grievances
seriously. On July 22, 2014, they conducted a site visit. We
had informed them of the history of this Winterton area in
our letters, reviewing a past, where others, such as Samuel
Z. Brown and, later, Roger Roth, wanted to build in this
area, but learned that significant expansion was

7 PEAKS
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7 Peaks Update

Earlier on September 30, the BKAA facilitated/coordinated
a conference on locating the 7 Peaks trail corridor. Attendees were from Orange County Land Trust, NY-NJ Trail
Conference, the board, 7 Peaks, and BKAA. Fortunately,
all parties are closer to reaching a consensus on the above
than several months ago. The BKAA has long advocated
for a continuous uninterrupted north-south corridor to promote habitat connectivity and enhance recreational opportunities.

By Paula Medley
BKAA involvement with 7 Peaks remains intense:
On September 30, there was an incredible turnout for Mamakating Planning Board’s (board) special workshop on
this development, with the Senior Center crowded with
concerned citizens wearing BKAA supplied badges questioning 7 Peaks viability.
At that session, the applicant's consultants addressed project phasing, a proposed trail/preserved spaces, stormwater, septic systems/soils, and a non-conforming cul-de-sac,
whose 2000 ft. length exceeds the town code's maximum
1500 feet. 7 Peaks construction will occur in 5 phases, with
a trail built during phase 1 and the westernmost lots, overlooking the Basha Kill, developed in phase 3. Eventually,
the verbatim meeting transcript can be accessed at the
Town's Planning Office. Call Linda Franck (845)888-3031
for details.

Of overriding interest to our organization, however, is protection of 7 Peaks wetlands, headwaters for two tributaries
flowing down the Shawangunk Ridge’s steep western
slope into the Bashakill Wildlife Management Area (WMA),
part of the larger Bashakill Wetland System. The BKAA
had believed that these were DEC jurisdictional wetlands,
thus requiring 100 foot wide buffers. Nevertheless, a letter from DEC biologist Douglas Gaugler contradicted this
contention and generated our forceful reply (see Gaugler
correspondence).

Notably, at the workshop's conclusion, new Board Chair
Stosh Zamonsky announced that a public hearing would
be scheduled prior to the 7 Peaks Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) being deemed "complete" by the
board. This is a great opportunity and highly unusual as
such a proceeding is seldom part of the FEIS process and
never held before the completeness designation. Obviously, the board truly desires widespread input, which is
commendable. This public hearing may be set at the
board's next regularly established time, Tuesday, October
28.

Thereafter, we retained wetlands specialist, Norbert Quenzer, from Bagdon Environmental, to determine BKAA credibility in challenging Gaugler’s findings.
Quenzer
concurred with the organization’s position, precipitating a
response from Tim Post, DEC Freshwater Program Manager. (See Quenzer-Post exchange.) The BKAA then
“picked up the gauntlet” thrown down by Post, who stated
that the DEC “would need further justification as to why this
particular wetland amendment is a priority.”
7 PEAKS UPDATE continued on page 21

Winter 2014-15 New Members
Claudia Beltran — John Buying — John S. Costa — Mary Lou & Robert J. Deitrich
Nancy E. & Edward A. Duvinski — John Foufas — John J. Haley — Diane Karsten — Alberto Padova
Heriberto Rodriguez — David Rubacek — James Howard Smith — Chaim Spear — Carol Stahle
Josine Stanley — David G. Wagner — M. T. Wieboldt

Winter 2014-15 Donors
“In Memory of Edward William Jones” - Richard and Marcia Anne Pavlica
Gregory R. Belcamino — Tracy Taylor Callard — Eileen Anne Carney — Donna & Dave Colavito
Jerre W. Coleman, Jr. — Jen & Eric Crane — Alice M. Cross — Paul DiMaggio — Josh Dornfest
Nancy E. & Edward A. Duvinski — Marc Fried — Friends of the Shawangunks, Inc — Donna L. Gaffigan
Douglas L. Geiger — Vivian Multari-Ginsberg & David Ginsberg — Lorry and Susan Green
Cliff and Jane Johnson — Sharon Hartnett & Robert J. Majcher — Kathleen M. & Erika Labuda
Judge Frank J. Labuda — Pril Smiley & Keith LaBudde — Chris Leser — Monique Lipton
Charlotte R. & Florian J. Lukowski — Peter and Diane McDermott — Monticello Eco-Club
Cynthia & Angelo Pagano — Angela J. Page — Kimberly A. Phillips — Tamara L. Porter
Victoria Puig, Phillipsport Community Center — Irwin Rosenthal — Kathleen & Michael Schnitzer
Shawangunk Ridge Coalition — Lara R. Sheikh — Gerlinde & Theodore Sly — Carol Stahle
Maryann & Thomas A. Sullivan — Helen P. Tannenbaum — David G. Wagner
Westbrookville United Methodist Church
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7 PEAKS UPDATE continued from page 20
in elevation below the project site.

Subsequently, the BKAA assembled the extremely knowledgable, dynamic team of Quenzer, attorney John Lyons,
engineer Andy Willingham, hydrogeologist Dr. Katherine
Beinkafner, and Paula Medley to formulate our arguments
urging DEC to re-evaluate Gaugler’s decision and rule that
7 Peaks wetlands are DEC regulated. Our case was competently and carefully crafted in a 95 page document received by DEC Region 3 Director Martin Brand on
November 10 (see entire presentation on the BKAA’s website www.thebashakill.org; access from Home Page.).

Wetland buffers facilitate infiltration of runoff into the subsoil while also providing filtering and settling functions.
Common stormwater pollutants are substantially reduced
in the wetland buffer zone. Although some water quality
treatment can be achieved with constructed stormwater
management practices, the effectiveness of wetlands
buffers is very difficult to duplicate with respect to pollutant
removal efficiency. Replacing the water quality function of
the disturbed 12 acres of 100-foot wetland buffers is likely
unachievable, even with the application of modern
stormwater management practices.”

Several salient points from our submission are detailed
below.

Currently we are uncertain when DEC will respond to our
petition.

“The purpose of this letter is to respond to Mr. Post’s email
with regard to NYDEC jurisdiction over the wetlands within
the 7 Peaks project site. This letter will:
•

provide evidence and analysis which indicate that the
wetlands on the site do,in fact, exceed 12.4 acres.

•

provide evidence and analysis which indicate that two
or more areas of wetland should be treated as a single
wetland for regulatory purposes because they are connected and function as a single unit.

•

establish that the wetlands, aside from the issue of their
acreage, are worthy of coming within NYDEC jurisdiction pursuant to Part 664.71(c) of the regulations because they are wetlands of “unusual local importance.”

Meanwhile, on November 18, the board held its long anticipated 7Peaks input session. It was another “full house,”
with over 100 attendees, many of whom belonged to Concerned Residents of Winterton, led by the indomitable Cecilia Walsh. Most participants again wore badges seen at
the September 30 gathering. At this meeting, Paula Medley summarized the wetlands scenario and asked the
board to withhold establishing the Final Environmental Impact Statement’s “completeness” until DEC acted on the
BKAA’s wetlands determination request. She explained
that 7 Peaks current design locates roads, septic systems,
and stormwater infrastructure in what would be the 100
foot buffer if DEC reconsiders its decision, an action which
would necessitate major alterations in this venture’s layout
(See Willingham map). Susan Erny, representing Friends
of the Shawangunks and Maura Muller for Sullivan County
Audubon Society, echoed the BKAA’s appeal. Catskill
Mountainkeeper, Concerned Residents of Winterton, and
Orange County Audubon Society, also supported these
BKAA efforts. BKAA consulting engineer Andy Willingham
focused on the project’s revised road configuration, indicating that, while only partially meeting Town Code, the
new road plan will conceivably ravage the mountain, leaving one to question this undertaking’s appropriateness for
construction on the vulnerable Shawangunk Ridge. Other
speakers addressed stormwater, flooding, septic systems,
groundwater, gated communities, and bedroom capacity.
In all, significant information and concerns were conveyed
for the board’s consideration.

Only one of the aforementioned must be met in order to
be DEC regulated wetlands and we maintain that those on
7 Peaks fulfill all three requirements.
“One of the most important ways that state-monitored wetlands are protected is through the establishment of 100foot-wide buffers, which keep damaging disturbance away
from the wetlands. Buffers are a key element for protecting wetlands that fall under NYSDEC jurisdiction.
Attached as Exhibit G is the letter of Dr. Katherine
Beinkafner, a geologist and hydrogeologist with Mid-Hudson Geosciences, and a consultant to the BKAA. In her letter, Dr. Beinkafner discusses the important functions that
wetland buffers perform and explains the operation of
these functions.
According to Dr. Beinkafner, without protective wetland
buffers, stormwater drainage from the roads and other
human activities will receive inadequate water quality treatment before entering the wetlands. With steep slopes onsite and downstream; there is little chance for settling,
chemical precipitation, and filtering of runoff sediment and
chemicals to occur during and after rain storms and
snowmelt. The wetland buffers provide water quality protection for the on site wetlands, as well as the Basha Kill
Wildlife Management Area, located several hundred feet

The BKAA continues to closely monitor 7 Peaks and will
apprise members of latest news. As always, stay tuned.
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100' WETLAND BUFFERS
PROPOSED FOR
NYSDEC JURISDICTION
SEVEN PEAKS DISTURBANCE
TO PROPOSED 100' WETLAND
BUFFER (TOTAL AREA =
11.5 ACRES +/-)

WETLANDS PROPOSED FOR
NYSDEC JURISDICTION

LEGEND

10 Main Street - Suite 321
New Paltz, New York 12561
T 845.255.0210 F 845.256.8110
www.willinghamengineering.com
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MOUNTAIN ROAD
TOWN OF MAMAKATING, NEW YORK

SEVEN PEAKS

WETLANDS SCHEMATIC

W-1

SHEET NO.

14801

DATE
DRAWN BY
11/18/14
AVW
PROJECT NO.

MAP NOTES:
1. MAP FEATURES TAKEN FROM MAPS ENTITLED "ER-1, ER-2, ER-3, AND ER-4 - TYPICAL 100-SCALE EROSION
AND SEDIMENT CONTROLS", PREPARED BY MCGOEY, HAUSER & EDSALL, DATED LAST REVISED 06/30 /14.
2. PROPOSED NYSDEC REGULATED WETLANDS, 100 FOOT WETLAND BUFFERS AND DISTURBANCE AREAS
ADDED.
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7 Peaks Letters

June 24, 2014

Douglas Gaugler Letter
Dear Mr. Carr:

At your request, I performed a field review on May 20,2014 of the freshwater wetlands delineation conducted by TES in
June 2008 for the proposed Seven Peaks project. The purpose of this site visit was to determine the extent of potential
DEC jurisdiction over the site wetlands.
Of the wetlands identified by TES on the site, only one (“Wetland A”) was identified that exceeded the minimum DEC
regulatory threshold of 12.4 acres under Article 24 of NYS Environmental Conservation Law. The area of Wetland A is
given as 15.14 acres. This wetland consists of several pockets of wetland that are connected by stream corridors.
The stream segments (which should be considered non-wetland connectors) of this wetland total 1.62 acres, reducing
the area of strictly wetland to 13.52 acres. One section (A-6) (2.07 acres) of Wetland A is separated from the rest of that
wetland by a stream corridor more than 50 meters in length. As is provided in the freshwater wetland mapping regulations
(6 NYCRR Part 6641, two segments of wetland that are separated by are more than 50 meters of non-wetland cannot
be considered parts of the same wetland. Deducting the 2.07 acres of section A-6 leaves the remaining wetland area as
11.45 acres, which is below the minimum of 12.4 acres for DEC regulation under Article 24.
Thus there is no DEC jurisdiction over any of the freshwater wetlands on the Seven Peaks site.
Wetlands Specialist Norbert Quenzer’s Letter to Tim Post,
DEC Freshwater Wetlands Program Manager

September 11, 2014

Bagdon Environmental has been retained by the Basha Kill Area Association to review the wetland mapping completed
for this project. Meredith and I were looking at the mapped wetlands and feel that the contiguous acreage of wetland
exceeds the 12.4 acre statutory minimum for inclusion under Article 24 jurisdiction.
However, the letter from Doug Gaugler in Region 3 (attached) indicates that some of the linear wetland connections
(showing mapped wetlands in addition to stream) are not viable connections that merit Article 24 jurisdiction. In addition,
the recently created 4.02 acre pond (shown on map and attached aerial) appears to have been partially created in a
drainage feature which was likely wetland. The conversion of wetland to open water may now create a disconnect,
however, it appears from aerials that aquatic bed andlor emergent wetland may have established since its construction.
The indicators of a previous wetland connection, prior to conversion, and aerial indicators of current wetland may justify
including the pond area in the mapped wetland complex.
Attached is a Bing link showing the pond. The coordinates of the site are: 41.519414, -74.499631, or head in west from
the Upper Road and Mountain Road intersection in Mamakating, NY.
In conclusion, we think the total contiguous acreage of the wetland complex is approximately 28 acres as shown on the
attached wetland map. Please let us know your thoughts on this matter so we can relay our findings and determine a
course of action related to DEC jurisdiction. Thank you!
Tim Post’s Response to Quenzer Correspondence

September 22, 2014

Greetings,
I looked over the wetland map information provided, and did an assessment using BING of the area in question. I also
discussed this area with regional staff. At this time, we still do not feel there is enough clear information that the total
wetland area that is connected or functions as a single wetland exceeds 12.4 acres in size. There are stream corridors
that are not wetland, but some may be less than 165 feet. Some of the wetlands/streams may drain in different directions
reducing the probability that they function as a single wetland. The ponds do have vegetation ringing them, but also are
surrounded by berms and non-wetland areas which we do not typically map (newer imagery or on site information might
help determine this).
Even where we to find that the wetland complex exceeds 12.4 acres, we have a backlog of wetland amendments that
we would like to complete. We would need further justification as to why this particular wetland amendment is a priority.
Any questions let me know.
Thanks.
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7 Peaks Letters continued from page 23
Organizations’ Letters to DEC Region 3 Director Supporting BKAA’s
7 Peaks Wetlands Delineation Request.

November 16, 2014

Dear Mr. Brand,
Friends of the Shawangunks is an organization that has been dedicated to protecting the Shawangunk Mountains of New
York from adverse environmental impacts for 51 years. Regarding the Seven Peaks project, based on the recent scientific
analyses submitted by the Baslia Kill Area Association, Friends of the Shawangunks calls upon the NYSDEC to reevaluate
the determination made by Mr. Gaugler that the DEC does not have jurisdiction over wetlands on the proposed site.
These wetlands are of unusual local importance and warrant protection under the Freshwater Wetlands Act. Furthermore,
the project design has not allowed for the required 100-foot wide buffers around the existing wetlands on site. NYSDEC
protection is needed to prevent the degradation of the wetlands on the Shawangunk Ridge.
Friends ofthe Shawangunks, therefore, strongly urges the NYSDEC to make a determination that the wetlands of Seven
Pcaks are DEC jurisdictional wetlands and therefore require 100-foot buffers.
Sincerely,
H. Neil Zimmerman, President
November 18, 2014
Mr. Martin Brand:
The Directors of Sullivan County Audubon Society agree with the Basha Kill Area Association’s request that the NYS DEC
take a closer look at all the evidence that has been presented by the Basha Kill Area Association and conclude that the
wetland areas in the Seven Peaks Project as previously noted be considered for protection under Article 24 of the
Freshwater Wetlands Act because they do exceed the 12.4 acres requirement and they fall under the DEC’s definition
of wetlands of “unusual local importance”.
As advocates for wildlife and birds, Sullivan County Audubon has serious and urgent concerns regarding why these
particular lands are not protected under Article 24. In our March 4, 2009 letter to the Town of Mamakating Planning Board,
we said that there are 99 species of breeding birds located within the Seven Peaks land and part of the Bashakill Wildlife
Management Area. Species such as the threatened Pied-billed Grebe, Least Bittern, and species of special concern, such
as the American Bittern and the Osprey, were found in the Bashakill wetlands. Other species of special concern, such
as the Whip-poor-Will and theRed-shouldered Hawk were found in the upland portions along the Shawangunk Ridge.
Since 2003, over 12,000 raptors, including the endangered Golden Eagle and Peregrine Falcon, and the threatened
Bald Eagle and Northern Harrier, have been monitored from a DEC - owned tower as they follow the Shawangunk Ridge
during their migration south. Cerulean Warblers, also a species of special concern have been seen around the Seven
Peaks project site.
This area is home to over 200 species of birds, 30 varieties of fish, and 40 types of butterflies, as well as scores of plants,
reptiles, amphibians, mammals and insects. We are particularly concerned about habitat fragmentation and disruption.
This is an area of exceptional importance as stated in the DEC’s own 2009 NYS Open Space Conservation Plan and the
2014 Draft NYS Open Space Conservation Plan. The draft plan specifically states the importance of the Bashakill Wetland
System, calling it the largest freshwater wetland in southeastern New York State. It has been designated as an Important
Birding Area by the National Audubon Society and as a New York State Bird Conservation Area.
With all of this in mind we ask you to please determine that this area should be protected under Article 24 and help to
protect and preserve this important area for current and future generations.
Valerie Freer, President, and Maura Muller, Conservation Chair
November 17, 2014
Dear Mr. Brand:
On behalf of Catskill Mountainkeeper, I am writing in support of the Bashakill Area Association’s letter requesting that the
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) apply its jurisdiction over essential wetlands
located on the site of the proposed Seven Peaksresidential housing project. These wetlands are of extreme importance
to the health of our region and should be undoubtedly protected under the Freshwater Wetlands Act.

7 Peaks Letters continued on page 25
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7 Peaks Letters continued from page 24
Inadequate protection of these wetlands can only have a negative impact on the Shawangunk Ridge and surrounding
ecological areas. These wetlands provide flood and stormwater control; wildlife habitats; as well as protection of subsurface resources that facilitate the revitalization of groundwater supplies. Protection is imperative – the Bashakill wetlands
provide wildlife habitat for breeding, nesting and feeding grounds for seven endangered species. Protection may be
afforded by implementation of a 100-foot buffer zone which will help further protect the quality of surface water.
Disturbances the wetlands will sustain may be irreversible.
We have supported and worked closely with the BKAA for more than seven years on many issues that have threatened
the ecological integrity of our area. We support the BKAA’s request and hope the NYSDEC exercises its jurisdiction with
respect to the Seven Peaks Project.
Catskill Mountainkeeper is a grassroots advocacy organization dedicated to protecting and preserving the Catskill Region
of New York State. We are equally committed to vigorously fighting threats to our region and pursuing opportunities for
sustainable growth. We are focused on maintaining our region’s capacity to provide pure unfiltered water to over 17
million people, continue as an important foodshed providing local healthy food to the entire NY metro area and protecting
our authentic wilderness so that it can be enjoyed by all.
Please feel free to contact me at any time with any questions or concerns you may have.
Regards,
Ramsay Adams, Executive Director
November 17, 2014
Dear Mr. Martin Brand,
I am writing to you as the Coordinator of the Concerned Residents of Winterton. We are a group of 72 families. We are
homeowners and taxpayers who live on the mountain, below where the proposed Seven Peaks development is to be built.
We are down gradient of the southeastern part of Seven Peaks. We are the families that will be directly impacted by this
venture, which the developer wants to construct on a shale mountain, with its steep slopes and poor soil quality. We and
the Basha Kill are on opposite sides of the Shawangunk Ridge.
We, the Concerned Residents of Winterton, strongly endorse the position of the Basha Kill Area Association, and its
efforts to have the NYDEC take over jurisdiction of the wetlands. We ask that the NYSDEC formally notify the landowner
of the Seven Peaks project site that the wetlands meet the criteria for Article 24 protection under the Freshwater Wetends
Act.
We ask that you dismiss the conclusions of Mr. Douglas Gaugler, and accept the findings of both Mr. Norbert Quenzer
and Mr. Andrew Willingham. There has been some question over the developer’s creation of a 4.02 acre pond. Both Mr.
Quenzer and Mr. Willingham believe that this pond was likely a wetland before it became a pond. Furthermore, they feel
that the addition of the 4.02 acre pond to the 13.07 acres of Wetland A increases the total wetland acreage to 17.09 acres.
By also analyzing Wetlands B and C, Mr. Quenzer calculates that the wetland complex is approximately 28 acres in
area, and far exceeds the minimum threshold for inclusion under Article 24 jurisdiction.
We, as residents below the proposed development, are dependent on the proper functioning of wetlands, Our area has
already experienced stormwater runoff problems, most noticeably in 2007 when Michael Kuhl began preliminary work
on what\ he had planned to be a 22 house development, and later, around 2008, when Mr. Shalom Lamm, developer for
Seven Peaks, put his model home up on the ridge. Mr. Kuhl withdrew his plans for a development when he was made
aware of our problems. Mr. Lamm, however, continues to push forward with his plans for a gated community with 49
homes and a barn. Mr. Willlingham warns of significant disturbance by the Seven Peaks project. He states in his letter
to the Basha Kill Area Association, dated Oc t,.3 “, 2014, this project will disturb 16.6 acres of the 100 foot wetland buffer
areas on the site. Moreover, more than 14% of the site’s proposed 116.6 acres of disturbance will be within 100 feet of
a regulated wetland. This is a significant disturbance. We need to ensure that the 100 foot wide wetland buffers are
mandated by the DEC!
The preservation of the wetlands is important to us. Its benefits include flood and stormwater control by the hydrological
absorption and storage capacity of freshwater wetlands, it offers protection of sub-surface resources and provisions for
valuable watersheds and recharging groundwater supplies. Another benefit for us is the erosion control by serving as
sedimentation areas and filtering basins, absorbing silt and organic matter and protecting channels and harbors.

7 Peaks Letters continued on page 26
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In addition to the protective nature of the wetlands, we, presently, have in this area a resource which is rare, and should
not be destroyed. It is part of the reason we chose to locate here. This area is home to over 200 species of birds, 30
varieties of fish, 40 types of butterflies, and forests with high incidences of amphibian diversity in the state. We ask you
to protect this significant natural resource.
In concluding, we, the Concerned Residents of Winterton, ask you to re-evaluate the findings of the letter dated June 24,
2014 from Douglas Gaugler. We ask you to accept, instead, the findings of Norbert Quenzer and Andrew Willingham.
Lastly, we strongly urge you to designate that the Seven Peaks wetlands be under the jurisdiction of the New York State
Department of tnvironmental Conservation.
Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.
Yours truly,
Cecilia F. Walsh
November 18, 2014
The Orange County Audubon Society Inc. certainly hopes that the NYSDEC will notify the landowner of the Seven Peaks
project site that the wetlands under discussion meet the criteria for protection under the Freshwater Wetlands Act.
Hopefully this can protect the wetlands until the DEC’s wetland maps can be updated.
The Bashakill Wildlife Management area is of great local significance. The Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the National
Audubon have established an on line check list for birders. Users of the list have divided the Bashakill area into six
reporting areas; WMA, Deli fields, Haven Road, Nature Trail, pine boat launch (off 209); and Stop Sign trail. The numerous
places indicate that some birders do not spend several hours birding or they have heard a particular bird has been
spotted in a specific location. There were 192 species sighted this year at the general site WMA. The site has people
coming from places other than Sullivan County. By name I recognize birders from Orange County, NYC, and a professor
teaching on Staten Island.
Other users include kayak clubs bring their trailers with kayaks for the day, people come in the spring to see the eagles
and eaglet, classes come from Staten Island to study the ecology. This is all seen from my personal experience. All these
activities are partially dependent on the Shawangunk Ridge wetlands. We hope they can be protected.
Sincerely,
Lynn Barber, President Orange County Audubon Society Inc.

ACTION ALERT: BKAA FACES MAJOR FINANCIAL CRISIS, CURRENT LEGAL
BALANCE ZERO, MEMBERS' INTERVENTION IS CRITICAL
Dear Members and Friends,
Strongly opposed to a recent determination by DEC biologist Douglas Gaugler, that 7 Peaks wetlands are not DEC regulated and therefore do
not require 100 foot wide buffers, the BKAA aggressively argued our case in a 95 page document sent to DEC Region 3 Director Martin Brand
on November 10.
Thus far, this effort has cost $21, 282.45 which, though paid, has depleted our legal fund.
Attorney John Lyons
$ 10,713.20
Wetland Specialist Norbert Quenzer
Engineer Andy Willingham
$ 4,037.50
Hydrogeologist Dr. Katherine Beinkafner

$ 4,781.75
$ 1,950.00

To rebut applicant's attorneys, who vigorously object to BKAA claims, that 7 Peaks wetlands possess critical local importance, will necessitate
another $5,000-$7,000.
Access the BKAA's entire submission plus Willingham's map at the organizations' website www.thebashakill.org, on the Home Page. Also, see
7 Peaks Update and Willingham map in this Guardian.
While the BKAA realizes that many already generously donated during our Annual Membership Drive, we have no choice but to again prevail
upon your big-heartedness. We are certain our supporters will concur with the BKAA's latest stance after perusing the aforementioned
document. Also, it would be terribly counterproductive and erode our credibility to halt this campaign now. So, if you are able and convinced,
please mail your contribution to BKAA, P.O. Box 1121, Wurtsboro, NY 12790, and write Legal Fund on check's memo line. Whatever you decide,
however, the BKAA truly appreciates your loyalty and ongoing backing. Any questions? Contact info@thebashakill.org or Paula Medley directly
at (845)754-0743. Thank You, Paula Medley, President
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Minisink Trail Hike
See page 14
Photos by Alberto Padova

Hiking the Shawangunks
See page 17

Lions Club Walk
See page 17

Photo by Linda Lou Bartle

Annual Meeting See page 3
Truth Muller presents his “Buddies For
Bats” educational outreach program for
BKAA members at the Annual Meeting.
Photo by Bob Muller
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Thompson Education Center (China City) Update
By Paula Medley
Monitoring this project’s progress has been a real roller coaster ride of “Now You See It, Now You Don’t.”
On September 23, Parkwood Partners LLC appeared before Thompson’s Planning Board (board) seeking 2 lot
subdivision approval of their 568 acre parcel, location of the former China City, Thompson Learning Center and, most
recently, Thompson Education Center (TEC) proposals. Apparently, this action was intended to mitigate TEC’s financial
obligations. Presumably, TEC initially would purchase the 107 acre lot one with an option to buy lot two’s 461 acres.
Though Parkwood Partners hoped for expedited endorsement, no decision was rendered at that meeting as the board
had not received comments from the county’s mandated 239 review. Continuing this project’s erratic history, Parkwood
Partners’ request has not been on the board’s agenda since the 23rd.
Hampering quick subdivision consent, was the county’s eventual determination that the relevant application was
incomplete (See planning letter for details). The BKAA appreciates the county’s thoughtful response, particularly
acknowledging the site’s environmental sensitivity. In a separate action, the BKAA, via attorney John Lyons, sent a letter
to the board strongly contending that, as this subdivision facilitates a major development, the requisite environmental
review must include both the subdivision and the entire project. Otherwise, a “stand alone” environmental review of the
subdivision would constitute illegal segmentation. That correspondence also highlighted inaccuracies and inadequacies
in Parkwood Partners Environmental Assessment Form. Other organizations and individuals also addressed those
issues.
Although this development seems to be “dying a slow death,” it remains very much alive as evidenced by a recent
gathering of more then 100 contractors and sub-contractors at Bernie’s Holiday Restaurant in Rock Hill, who were
promised JOBS,JOBS, JOBS, by TEC.
Stay tuned for continuing coverage of this never boring saga.

Sullivan County Planning Board’s 239 Review of Parkwood Partners, LLC

October 20, 2014

Dear Ms. Chester:
In accordance with Sections 239-1, -m & -n of the General Municipal Law, the Division of Planning and Environmental
Management [DPEM) has reviewed the materials submitted regarding the proposed subdivision in the Town of Thompson
[S.B.L. 26.-1-6).
Unfortunately, the application packet provided to DPEM for General Municipal Law $239 review is incomplete. The County
reviews referrals under GML-239 in order to bring inter-community and countywide considerations to the attention of
municipal boards. As a courtesy to our constituent municipalities, County planners reviewing GML-239 referrals also
offer technical advice concerning the application under review that may be site-specific or local, rather than regional, in
significance. With respect to both of these levels of review, more information is needed.
1. Countywide and intercommunity impacts. The County Division of Planning and Environmental Management has
received several letters from individuals and organizations asserting that the proposed subdivision is part of a larger, multicommunity project, which should he reviewed in its entirety to avoid improper segmentation under SEQRA. As you are
aware, the determination of whether segmentation is present rests with the Planning Board as lead agency. Consequently,
the County defers to your determination, while recommending that the Board verify and confirm the applicant’s ownership
of and/or proxy for, and current development plans for, the subject property and any adjacent lands for which the applicant
has an interest.
2. Environmental impacts. The property is severely constrained due to the presence of wetlands. There is the potential
for the proposed subdivision to’ exacerbate wetland impacts by creating additional setbacks that place further constraints
on the lots’ development capacity. Additionally, the presence of wetlands may restrict ingress and egress to the subdivided
parcels. In order for DPEM to complete the GML-239 review, the following materials are required:
A detailed site plan that shows all existing state and federal wetlands and their associated buffers; all existing and
proposed easements and right of ways related to ingress and egress; the locations of all proposed, anticipated, or existing
access roads.
The deeds, covenants and restrictions related to all right ofways and easements.

PARKWOOD PARTNERS continued on page 30
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Do You Know a Boy or Girl from 11-17 Years of Age Who Would Like to
Attend an Environmental Camp for One Week Next Summer?
The Basha Kill Area Association (BKAA) is sponsoring two children for one week each at a
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation Camp during the summer of 2015.
Camp choices include:
Camp Colby (Saranac Lake)
Camp DeBruce (Livingston Manor)
Camp Rushford (Caneadea)
Pack Forest (Warrensburg)
BKAA will pay $300.00 of the total camper’s fee ($350.00) for each child selected.
Primary requirements are that campers be
between 11 and 17 years old and be interested in the outdoors.
Priority will be given to first-time applicants.

Types of Camper Experiences
Campers 11-13 years old
Teen Ecology Camp 14-17 years old

To Apply:

Please have the interested child send us a letter with the following information:
1. Why you are interested in the environment.
2. Your name and names of your parents or guardians.
3. Your address and phone number.
4. The grade you are in and which school you attend.

Send your letter to:

Paula Medley, BKAA President, P.O. Box 1211, Wurtsboro, NY 12790
or email: info@thebashakill.org

We must receive your application by January 14, 2015.
WHO WE ARE:
The BKAA, formed in 1972, has some 600 members who are dedicated to
preserving the wonderful 3,000-plus acres of the Basha Kill Wildlife Management Area
and surrounding areas in the Town of Mamakating, New York.
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PARKWOOD PARTNERS continued from page 28
Any permits related to wetlands and their associated buffers, particularly if access roads will interfere with any wetlands.
Documentation of a compensatory wetland mitigation plan if required.
Existing, anticipated, or proposed development plans so that DPEM can adequately assess ingress and egress to the
subdivided parcels.
Please be advised that the Planning Board is required by Section 239-m of the General Municipal Law to provide a report
of its final action within thirty days of such action to the Sullivan County Division of Planning and Environmental
Management with regard to this application. To facilitate this process, I have enclosed a form to report such action.
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at 845-807-0541.
Sincerely,
Freda C. Eisenberg, AICP Commissioner

Forty Second Annual Report of BKAA, October 2014
by Paula Medley, President
experts in a special workshop before the planning
board.

Ever the opportunist, The BKAA utilized each occasion to
promote the wetlands and our organization, which
ultimately enhanced networking, outreach, and our
educational programs.

• May 21 - A balloon test was scheduled to assess visual
impacts.

BKAA Board: We welcomed new member Susan O’Neill
who, along with continuing her public relations
responsibilities, assumed the critical role of email
coordinator.

• July 22 - BKAA consulting engineer Andy Willingham
joined others in touring Winterton neighborhoods,
whose residents are deeply concerned about upslope
development.

Developments in the Basha Kill Watershed: It was an
extremely active year, with China City/Thompson Learning
Center (TLC)/ Thompson Education Center (TEC), 7
Peaks, and Shawanga Lodge Casino precipitating the
most BKAA advocacy. Significant movement also occurred
with the Homowack and Mamakating’s response to
fracking. Yukiguni Maitake was virtually invisible.

• September 3 - BKAA engineer discussed project
infrastructure with town and 7 Peaks spokespersons.
• September 19 - Willingham and Orange County Land
Trust Executive Director, Jim Delaune addressed
potential trail/habitat corridor.
• September 30 - Meeting of interested parties to further
“nail down” trail/habitat passageway.

China City: aka TLC and TEC

Also, a special workshop transpired highlighting 7 Peaks
consultants’ responses to town concerns.

• November 13 - Thompson Planning Board formally
named lead agency for China City.

Shawanga Lodge Casino:

• December 3 - Thompson consulting engineer hired to
conduct a feasibility study determining China City’s
impact on town’s sewer capacity.

• January 21 - Developer David Flaum presented plans
for a casino atop the Shawangunk Ridge before
Mamakating’s Town Board.

• January 22 - China City’s public scope cancelled by
Thompson Supervisor Bill Rieber.

• January - February - BKAA instituted a letterwriting/phone campaign opposing this venture.

• June 11 - TEC applicant wanted public scope
rescheduled, while Town Planning Board favored
restarting the entire environmental review process.

• February 4 - Town Board unanimously passed a
resolution approving gaming in Mamakating.
• March 10 - Representing the BKAA, Paula Medley
spoke against the Shawanga Lodge casino before a
subcommittee of the Sullivan County Legislature.

• September 23 - Parkwood Partners, LLC sought to
subdivide their 538 acres, planned for TEC
development, into two lots.

• Subsequently, Flaum transferred his casino interests to
Woodbury, Orange County, thus removing Shawanga
Lodge from the casino mix.

7 Peaks:
• February 25 - Project representatives updated
Mamakating’s Planning Board on endeavor’s progress.

ANNUAL REPORT continued on page 31

• April 22 - BKAA consultants participated with 7 Peaks

30

BKAA GUARDIAN

Winter 2014-15
Casino.

ANNUAL REPORT continued from page 30

• BKAA enjoyed consistent backing from loyal supporters.
Catskill Mountainkeeper, Concerned Residents of
Winterton, Friends of the Shawangunks, NY-NJ Trail
Conference, Orange County Audubon Society, Orange
County Land Trust, Phillipsport Community Center, Rock
Hill Neighborhood Coalition, and Sullivan County
Audubon Society.

Homowack:
• June, 2014 - As a result of non-payment of property and
school taxes since 2011, the most valuable parcels
(containing the hotel and ancillary buildings) went up for
auction and were purchased by a contiguous property
owner, who is president of a clean, renewable energy
company.

• Due to China City’s threats, we received invaluable
assistance from Yankee Lake , Masten Lake’s
Mamakating Park Property Owner’s Civic Association,
Wanaksink Lake Clubs, and Wolf Lake.

Fracking:
• September 16 - At a public hearing Paula, speaking for
the BKAA, strongly supported Mamakating’s proposed
ban on fracking, and use of fracking by-products on
town roads.

• On behalf of the BKAA, Paula mentored several groups
and individuals from Mamakating and Thompson.

Proposed Changes to Mamakating’s Master Plan and
Zoning Code:

• October 4, 2013 and October 17, 2014 - Michael and
Paula attended Sullivan County Audubon Society’s
Annual Meetings.

• April 29 - Paula appeared for the BKAA at a town zoning
workshop. Participating members also included Cathy
Dawkins, Susan Erny, Andy Garrison, Chris Leser, and
Andy Weil.

• October 20, 2013 and October 19, 2014 - Paula
addressed southern “Gunks” issues at Friends of the
Shawangunk Meetings.

Networking: BKAA carefully nurtured new contacts and
constantly revitalized connections with long-standing
friends and supporters. These priceless collaborations,
with their myriad resources, positively influenced BKAA
accomplishments.

• November 14, 2014 - Paula attended a public hearing
on the Shawangunk Ridge Unit Management Plan.
• January 15 - Paula presented Mary Paige Lang-Clouse,
President of Sullivan and Ulster Public Library Alliance,
with John Haas Birding Guides for all member libraries.

• Cathy Dawkins and Patricia Diness continued
networking with property owner David Groskin to
maintain a gorgeous “Gateway to the Bashakill” garden
at the old Moose Lodge.

• March 8 - Nora Brusinski and Paula managed a BKAA
table at Sullivan Renaissance’s Winter Expo.
• March 25 - Jackie Broder participated in Sullivan
County’s Non-Profit Summit at Bethel Woods.

• The BKAA retained affiliation with Sullivan County
Visitors’ Association (SCVA), whose website and
publications highlight our programs and the wetlands
ecosystem. On May 8, Michael Medley and Paula
participated in SCVA’s Annual Literature Exchange at
Holiday Mountain.

• April 12 - Port Jervis Free Library and the BKAA
cooperated on a free exhibit by regional nature
photographers.

• While the Shawangunk Ridge Coalition (SRC) now
functions on an “as needed” basis, SRC’s individual
members’ support and direction were critical, especially
with 7 Peaks and the Shawanga Lodge Casino.

• May 10 - Michael, Paula, and Susan O’Neill attended
the D&H Conservancy’s ribbon cutting event, celebrating
opening of a new towpath section in Town of Deerpark.

• April 23 - Michael and Paula engaged in Monticello High
School Eco Club’s Earth/Arbor Day ceremonies.

Town of Mamakating Activities:

• BKAA continues to partner with Trailkeeper, a coalition of
Sullivan County organizations, who promote their events
on a collaborative website.

Town, Planning, and Zoning Board meetings were
monitored on an as needed basis.

• BKAA maintained membership in the Coalition for the
Delaware Watershed and Linda Lou Bartle attended its
2nd Annual Meeting in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania from
October 21-22, 2014.

Come Clean
2014 Report
The BKAA Come Clean Team
maintained two gardens this year:
The “Laundromat Garden” which
we installed in 2012 and the

• Christine Saward continued as BKAA’s liaison with
Mamakating’s Rural Community Coalition.
• BKAA minimally networked with area politicians , except
for Sullivan County Legislative Majority Leader Kathleen
LaBuda, an outspoken opponent of Shawanga Lodge’s

ANNUAL REPORT continued on page 32
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Our final expenditures were as follows (see chart below)

“Gateway to the Basha Kill Garden” which we installed in
2013.

Our garden has been a tremendous success, earning
comments from neighbors, businesses, and birds, alike.

Laundromat Garden: the Laundromat Garden was
created in 2012 to help improve the appearance of this
business right in the Village of Wurtsboro. This spring we
trimmed shrubs and grasses, freshened mulch; weeded;
and replanted large pots with arrangements of annuals.

Local Environmental Activities:
February 8 - BKAA sponsored Ravensbeard “Live Bird
Show” at Wurtsboro’s Winterfest.

Gateway to the Basha Kill Garden: We received a
“Phase II Completion Grant” from Sullivan Renaissance to
maintain our “Gateway to the Basha Kill Garden”. The
$250 grant provided funds for mulch, annuals, and
replacement of plants lost in last year’s harsh winter.

July 19 - Chris Leser, Monique Lipton, Bill Lucas, Marcia
Briggs Wallace, Michael, and Paula represented the BKAA
at Wurtsboro Founder’s Day.

June 19 - Paula presided over a BKAA informational table
at Emma C. Chase Elementary School Art Show.

Campers:
This year’s campers were again geographically “all over
the block” with Madigan Murphy and Leo Shestakov at
Camp DeBruce in the Catskills, Truth Muller at Pack Forest
in the Southern Adirondacks, and Braedon Halpin at Camp
Rushford in Western New York. Whenever they “landed,”
they enjoyed great experiences and definitely enhanced
their environmental awareness.

1) Even as we accepted our Grant last fall, we were
anxious regarding our four trees. Our trees had been
planted and replanted several times in 2013 and given a
hot fall, we worried for their survival. Our worries were
confirmed by Renaissance professionals, who prepared us
for the worst. As a result, we decided to conserve our
funds, anticipating the need to replace our trees. Well, by
the end of May we were relieved to discover that all four
trees came through the winter unscathed! So, we could
spend some money. However, by this time, we had missed
the window of opportunity to plant bulbs and to re-mulch.

Jack Orth Memorial BKAA Scholarship:
At this juncture, there is a Fall 2014 recipient for this award,
but we have no further details. Kudos to Marcia Briggs
Wallace for excellently overseeing scholarship activities.

2) While our trees survived and thrived, the early harsh
cold prior to snow-cover killed several of our 2013
plantings. These were replaced as follows:

John Winkler Memorial Water Testing Program:
Coordinated by Linda Lou Bartle, this key BKAA initiative
tests water at several Bashakill sites twice monthly.
Volunteers include: Bill Bradl, Cindy Coker, Jerry Cook,
Eileen Lake, Bob, Maura and Truth Muller, Joseph Putnam,
Dennis Solow, along with Matt and Tricia Zeitler.

a. Three gold junipers – Replaced with white astilbe and
white iris
b. Elijah Blue Grasses – Replaced
While replacing these plants in the late Spring, we
discovered that we were sharing our garden with a family
of Swallows. Our birdhouses were apparently as
successful as our trees!!

DEC Update:
The BKAA signed a 5 year Volunteer Stewardship
Agreement with DEC, which officially validates our Annual
Cleanup, water testing, and educational agenda.

3) As the time for mulching had passed and annuals were
in full swing, we delayed re-mulch until the END of the
season. This was completed in October.

Basha Kill Walks and Education Calendar:
These activities are crucial to the BKAA core mission which
teaches the value of wetlands, the Shawangunk Ridge,
and surrounding areas, along with ways to safeguard
them.
ANNUAL REPORT continued on page 33

4) Sullivan Renaissance team suggested we participate in
their assessment of Deer Resistant bulbs – this meant we
could shift our bulb purchase to some more substantial tall
shrubs for the back area of our
garden – Rose of Sharon and
Hydrangea, which we hope will
be protected from deer by the
pines and our sign.
Bulbs
(including
daffodils,
wild
hyacinth,
allium,
English
bluebells, and many others)
were provided by Sullivan
Renaissance and planted on
October 9.
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the Basha Kill. It is also a perfect location for the program
since it offers excellent views of the nesting raptors,
especially when our powerful spotting scopes are focused
on these raptor nests. During this season, the resident
bald eagle pair successfully fledged one eaglet
(unfortunately, we’re not sure about the number of chicks
fledged from the osprey nest). The outreach numbers for
the 2014 Nature Watch Program document the success of
our volunteers at interacting with visitors to the Basha Kill.
This year’s volunteers interacted with 1,747 visitors at the
boat launch during our 10 week season from April 19th
through June 22nd. Because there has been a marked
increase in the numbers of kayaks and canoes in recent
years, for the first time, volunteers also kept tabs on the
numbers of boats coming through the boat launch site –
this year’s total was 379 boats.

ANNUAL REPORT continued from page 32
Paula established the BKAA’s 2014 educational itinerary
and assembled the experts who implemented it.
Unfortunately, lack of snow cancelled both cross-country
ski outings. John Haas took 6 participants on his
“Wonderful Waterfowl” walk and another 40 on his “Spring
Bird Migration” venture. Bob Fiore had several “Star Walk”
devotees. John Kenney’s “Spring Wildflowers” enthralled
15 attendees and “Blooms and Butterflies” excited more.
Michael shepherded 5 hikers up Gobbler’s Knob and 11
along the Shawangunk Ridge. Scott Graber introduced 13
birding neophytes to his inaugural “Birding for Beginners.”
Bill Cutler captivated 20 visitors with his amphibians and
reptiles discussion during the “Happy for Herps” adventure.
The prolific Gary Keeton escorted 30 followers on a
moonlight ramble, several on his sunrise walk, and
educated others on two outings featuring D & H Canal
history. Jack Austin had 10 aficionados on his “Natural
History” trip. Scott Graber and Michael led 25 vessels
during the popular moonlight event and guided another
flotilla of 10 in late September.

May 3 - Michael led a group of Kohl’s employees’ children
on a Basha Kill walk during Kohl’s Community Day
activities.

Nature Watch relies on a team including Patricia Diness
and Maryallison Farley as leaders, along with volunteers
Cathy Liljequist and Kevin Keller who took on major
responsibilities for running the program this year. Cathy
handled some of the administrative tasks, many of which
are computer-based, while Kevin was at the boat launch
providing hand-ons assistance to our volunteers. Along
with our outstanding volunteers who cover the shifts at the
boat launch, Ed Morse, John Haas, Gary Keeton and Gene
Weinstein once again rounded out our successful team.
Watch for us next year on Saturdays and Sundays from
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM, mid-April through the end of June.
As always, thanks to the BKAA for its ongoing support of
the program and to the DEC for oversight of our program.

May 21 - Bob and Truth Muller, along with Michael,
facilitated Leadership Sullivan Class of 2014 “Basha Kill
Day” by an onsite presentation and guided amble.

April 22 - Nora and Paula represented BKAA at “Earth Day”
festivities at SUNY Orange.

October 19, 2013 - BKAA was a sponsor of the
Mamakating Lions fundraiser at the Basha Kill, by offering
guided tours of the wetlands.
April 26 - BKAA launched its 33rd Annual Basha Kill
Cleanup with 70 volunteers.

Other Outreach Events:

May 30, June 2 - Michael informed 1st and 3rd graders
from Emma Chase Elementary School about the Basha
Kill ecosystem as part of a collaborative art program with
the school.

May 11 - Paula represented BKAA at the 4th Annual Tulip
Festival at Honor’s Haven in Ellenville.
June 7 - Paula represented BKAA at the 7th Annual
Children’s Earth and Water Festival at Thomas Bull Park in
Campbell Hall.

September 23 - Michael guided 15 members of the MidHudson Retired Teachers’ Association through the Basha
Kill.

June 30 - Paula spoke on Basha Kill threats to Marty
Borko’s SUNY Orange class.

October 11 - Linda Lou Bartle, Joseph Putnam, and
Michael led Mamakating Lions Fundraiser participants on
Basha Kill jaunts.

August 9 - Catherine Abate, Anita Altman and Gil Kulick,
Bill Lucas, Michael and Paula, presided over a BKAA
informational table at the Ellenville-Wawarsing Blueberry
Festival.

Nature Watch: In its 12th year of operation, a dedicated
cadre of about 60 BKAA Nature Watch volunteers worked
as educational ambassadors for the Basha Kill. They also
made observations on the behavior of the nesting bald
eagles and ospreys. Each year when these observations
are compiled at the end of the season, they are sent on to
the DEC for their use.

August 21-24 - Linda Lou Bartle organized BKAA’s venue
at Otisville’s Country Fair, ably assisted by Eileen Lake and
Bob, Maura, and Truth Muller.
September 21 - Michael and Paula represented the BKAA
at Bethel Woods’ “Earth Day in Autumn.”
October 22 - Paula managed a BKAA informational table at
Sullivan County Community College’s Sustainability Fair.

Our volunteers are situated at the South Road boat launch
site, one of the key access points for recreational users of
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The BKAA gratefully recognizes Susan O’Neill’s ongoing
dedication as out public relations guru’ writing and
distributing all press releases. Susan also assumed the
role of email coordinator, “triaging” incoming BKAA emails,
thereby keeping Paula “in touch” with the outside world
(whether she likes it or not)!

ANNUAL REPORT continued from page 31
Workshops:
October 12, 2013 - Paula represented the BKAA at a trail
maintainers workshop, sponsored by the NY-NJ Trail
Conference, at the Mamakating Library.
October 21-22, 2014 - Linda Lou Bartle attended the 2nd
Annual Conference of the Coalition for the Delaware
Watershed in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.

Our website, www.thebashakill.org, produced as of April
by Superior Host, and BKAA Alerts update BKAA
programs, supply general news, and rapidly galvanize
members for advocacy. Thanks to Maryallison Farley for
being BKAA’s contact with Superior Host, and kudos to
Hattie Grifo for excellently administering Action/Information
Alerts. We likewise appreciate Arrow Web Designs for
years of invaluable service.

“A Birding Guide to Sullivan County, New York including
the Bashakill Wildlife Management Area” :
John’s book, which continues to educate and pique
interest, is available at Canal Towne Emporium and
Bashakill Vineyards in Wurtsboro, Morgan Outdoors in
Livingston Manor and online.

The BKAA is part of social media, having a Facebook page
ably administered by Linda Lou Bartle.

Field Guide to the Basha Kill: “The Basha Kill Wetlands: a
Field Guide” is a pivotal publication educating readers
about the wetlands and generating excitement about this
unique ecosystem. Guides may be purchased at the
Bashakill Vineyards and Canal Towne Emporium, Morgan
Outdoors, and online. Books are also available at all
Sullivan County libraries, Cragsmoor Free Library, Port
Jervis Free Library, and SUNY Orange.

Thank you to Liberty Press and Jon Heaphy for
orchestrating the Guardian’s online operation and for
patiently managing Paula’s Type A personality, as do many
others.
Sayonara to Buff McAllister, retiring after 27 years as
Guardian editor. It takes three people to execute her
responsibilities! You are the BEST, Buff!

BKAA Brochures: This brochure persists in being the most
widely utilized BKAA public relations tool and, as such,
possesses outstanding value for the organization.

These key board functions were competently executed by
Marcia Briggs Wallace, Christine Saward, and Monique
Lipton. Thanks for an amazing commitment of time and
energy.

BKAA Consultants: The BKAA contacted consulting
engineer, Andy Willingham and hydrogeologist Dr.
Katherine Beinkafner, over 7 Peaks and China City, and
Spider Barbour on 7 Peaks. We welcomed our new
environmental attorney, John Lyons of Grant and Lyons,
Rhinebeck, who has furnished tremendous expertise on 7
Peaks and China City issues. We also retained wetland
specialist, Norbert Quenzer of Bagdon Environmental as
an adviser on 7 Peaks wetland matters.

Publicity/Emails/
Guardian:

Paula Medley, President

Membership Chair/Corresponding Secretary, Recording
Secretary, and Treasurer:

thebashakill.org

Respectfully Submitted,

/Alerts/Facebook/

40 YEARS: HISTORY OF THE BKAA (PART 10) By Buff McAllister
Continued from the Summer 2014 Guardian
BKAA hired attorneys with financial help from NY/NJ Trail Conference. Experts were contacted. BKAA sent urgent
information to members and a nine-page letter to the Board. Other letters poured in – from the Nature Conservancy, from
our lawyers and experts, from NY/NJ Trail Conference, and from private citizens. Flyers were distributed and an
advertisement taken out in the Record. A “My View” appeared in the Record on August 27 written by Ann Botshon (Sierra
Club), our own Linda Gette, and John Myers (NY/NJ Trail Conference). There were meetings of citizens.
The Supplemental Final Generic Environmental Impact Statement was released on February 13, 2001; it said that those
areas could have allowed resorts under the 1999 plan, too. (If so, then why add the amendments if not to troll for
developers?)
To address some concerns, a few changes were made: maximum residential density was reduced for guests at resorts
and for private dwellings in residential developments; a maximum building height of 40 feet was put in for mixed-use
resorts (which the planning board could increase to 80 feet in its discretion) and a maximum height of 60 feet in the
Planned Resort Community (which could be increased by the planning board to 100 feet); it required applicants to submit
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studies of traffic, ecology, hydrology, etc.; gave planning board power to prevent year-round occupancy of resort
developments; and a few other things.
Their statement said that the board had reviewed all public comments, and after a full review of everything, it found that
the current plan “. . . provide[s] a balanced land use pattern for the community.”
Some 300 people crammed into town hall for a public hearing on February 27, 2001, the vast majority of them opposed
to the amendments. The Record ran an editorial on March 12, saying the town should listen to its residents in their
opposition to the plan. Of course, the board ignored it all and voted unanimously to approve the plan.
In June 2001, the BKAA, joined by Yankee Lake Preservation Association, Wurtsboro Hills Community Association, and
Cragsmoor Association, filed an Article 78 proceeding in New York State Supreme Court. In August, a Record article
quoted town Supervisor Mary Barbuti as saying, “These outsiders are looking at only one side of the picture.” [emphasis
added] That’s always the tactic – to claim that it’s not the town residents who object, but wild-eyed outsiders coming in
to stir things up.
In spring 2002, the court dismissed the lawsuit on a strange technicality, and apparently an appeal went nowhere. That
was very unfortunate, as this master plan has directly led to inappropriate mega-developments that we are still fighting
today.
PARADISE RESORTS II (1996-1999)
Back in 1983, as we saw earlier, the new owners of this property (former Local 805 summer camp) proposed to fix up
the cottages and sell them as condos, under the name Kay Cottages. At the time, they proposed only to renovate the
buildings, not to build other structures or clear any land. They were within their rights at the time, and, in fact, it would
have been a blessing to clean up the eyesore.
A planning board meeting on February 20, 1996 recorded the application for a site plan and possibly a special use permit
by the new owner, Yakov Bresler. He wanted to convert the camp into a year-round resort. The old club house would
be converted into a 400-seat restaurant for residents only; kitchen facilities would be removed from the cottages. There
were 55 units at the time and no plans for new construction. The camp was in two different building zones, with South
Road being the divider.
The DEC notified the planning board that SEQRA applied; so the usual procedure ensued, with information from
engineers, tests of wells, SPDES application to the DEC, etc.
In November 1996, the owner told the planning board he now wanted 24 new rental units in the future, in three new
buildings. The planning board designated itself the lead SEQRA agency and declared the project to be an unlisted
action. In January of 1997, the planning board received a full EAF, made a negative declaration under SEQRA and
scheduled a public hearing for January 18.
About 40 BKAA members attended the public hearing and voiced concerns about pollution down a steep slope on the
east side of the Kill; visual impact of parking lots; potential impact on endangered species; additional demands on
community services such as roads and firefighting; demands on water; safety hazard of increased traffic passing school
and Little League Field, and potential future expansion. The owner decided to decrease the restaurant capacity from 400
to 200.
On March 25, 1997, the public hearing continued. The owner decided to reduce the capacity of the project from 200
people to about 150-160. The board agreed it should be allowed as a special use.
BKAA’s biggest concern was the effluent discharge from buildings bordering on the wetlands. There would be a central
sewage plant for most of the units, but there were six on the other side of the road that would have their own septic
systems. We encouraged the board to require all effluent from these buildings be pumped to the opposite side of the
road for treatment. Of course, that would be more expensive.
We also wrote to the DEC with these concerns, but they didn’t seem too excited about it. Once again, we went the round
of notifying our members, asking for letters, having letters sent from other groups, etc. President Jeff Fisher wrote to the
DEC that the area is an Audubon Society “Important Bird Area,” and there were only six units on the “wrong” side of the
road that would need pumping. We collected more than 70 signatures from members of the Basha Kill Sportsmen’s
Association.
Finally, under pressure, the DEC opened the issue for public comments, which we sent in plenty. On August 18, 1997,
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the Record ran a big color photo of Florence Rothauser at
the Basha Kill under the title, “Battle Over the Bashakill.” An
editorial in the Record on August 29 quoted supervisor
Duane Roe as saying, “Many [environmentalists] come into
the town and they don’t live here or pay taxes, yet they
dictate how we should run the town.” (Sound familiar?)
On October 20, 1997, the DEC issued the SPDES permit –
but CONDITIONAL on the developer’s modifying his plans
to pump all the wastewater from units on the Basha Kill side
to the new central disposal system on the other side of
South Road!
A footnote: In August of 1998, we discovered that Paradise
II wanted to sell water from an artesian well on its property.
We got information from the U.S. Geological Survey, which
said that taking water out of the aquifer could de-water
portions of the wetlands. The developer dropped the idea
in September.
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